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Office of Inspectors-General of Prisons, 
My Loud, 10th February 1838. 

On presenting to your Lordship our Sixteenth Report on the Progress of 
Prison Discipline and on the State of the Gaols in Ireland, we are gratified in 
being able to show that the last year has not passed without considerable 
improvement, and particularly in the important object of introducing general 
and useful employment for Prisoners. 

Your Lordship will see by the first pages of our Report that our progress 
has been very different in different Counties, as well as the causes to which 
we attribute this partial success ; and we fear that the causes will continue 
to impede the general introduction of Penitentiary principles, until some 
legislative measure shall secure the co-operation of Officers in every County 
capable of appreciating and conducting such a system. 

We have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient humble Servants, 



The Viscount Morpeth, 
&c. &c. &c. 



James Palmer, 1 1nspectors General 

B. B. Woodward,) of Prisons. 
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SIXTEENTH REPORT 

OF THE 

INSPECTORS GENERAL OF THE PRISONS OF IRELAND. 



GENERAL STATE OF THE PRISONS OF IRELAND, 

1837. 



COUNTY GAOLS. 

The Result of our Sixteenth Annual Inspection of the Prisons of Ireland has 
on the whole been satisfactory. We are no longer engaged in an Endeavour 
to procure sufficient Buildings, as there remain but few Counties in which that 
Object has not been attained. We are enabled also to bear Testimony to the 
general Correction of Abuses, to the general orderly and clean State of the 
County Gaols, and to the regular Supply of all Allowances to w hich thelnm ates q 
are entitled as “ Poor Prisoners within the Meaning of the Act, (with the 
Exception of Prison Dresses, on which Point we submit some Observations in 
this Report). To the Care and Inftience of the Boards of Superintendence 
the Public L much indebted for the great Change which has taken place m 
the System of Prison Discipline throughout the Country; and to dierr serious 
Consideration we now submit that Subject on winch it is stall defecbve, and to 
which our Attention has been principally directed upon our last lours, viz. 
the profitable Employment of the 

with a view to the future Industry and Welfare of the ^dividual i» “ e ‘ r 
sress through Life, and subordinately in respect to the Amount of Return 
SEd, fte ^“Workshops are likely t/afford both to the Couniy and the 
Prisoner. 

A very considerable Advance has been made wrthin the > Year in this 
Object. ^We have within our Inspection Italy-two^ Comity ^and 

and Houses of Correction. ^Twenty-one of these the Work 

are extended, more or less, through the uaoi, u i/., T injector or 

is conducted under the i^eiate f der a ^ mdmlor 

factures are not likely to be introduced by rprn ’- t j ien sixteen 

Fifteenth Report most strongly recommende . entirely confined 

is substantially adopted, its Value appreciated, and its E ros P ec ‘ “ 

.(85.) > B 
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6 SIXTEENTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 

encouraging. In these Gaols it may be confidently said that there is a moral 
Principle of G overnment at work, which promises ultimately to answer the great 
End of that System, and to fulfil the humane Intentions of the Legislature, 
rendering the Term of Imprisonment not only an effective Means of secondary 
Punishment, but a permanent Benefit to the Persons sentenced thereto I tis 
to be lamented that to this System of Discipline some Local Authorities 
are still unfriendly, and hitherto opposed ; but m each Year, as new Examples 
of Success appear in neighbouring Counties, and particularly as new Ap. 
pointments raise the Character of Gaol Officers, these Feelings are gradually 
disappearing. 

We should have hoped that all Objection to the Penitentiary System would 
rive way to the clear and peremptory Language of the Law. The Prison Act 
m direct Terms renders Work the Condition on which Support is afforded to the 
poor Prisoner. It therefore requires the Governor ot every Gaol to keep each 
poor Prisoner to such Work as the Board of Superintendence shall appoint It • 
clearly points out that the Work to be so appointed is not to be a mere Con. 
trivance to occupy the Prisoner, hut that it shall afford to him the Advantage 
of a Trade. The 106th Section enacts, “ that all Materials and Tools necessary 
for such Work, as well as all Teachers necessary for the learning of a Trade, 
shall be provided, and the Expense thereof raised by Presentment as aforesaid.” 
This Language cannot he misunderstood. I here is no discretionary Power left 
as to the Expediency or Inexpediency of introducing Manufactures and Trades 
with the Means of Instruction therein. The Legislature have decided that 
Question, and established the Instruction of the Prisoner as his Public Right, 
clearly extending the Principle to Prisoners sentenced to hard Labour; as the 
Act, m that Section under which a poor Prisoner is entitled to receive One 
Third of his Earnings, provides that no Claim, to that Remunemkm shall be 
made by Persons sentenced to hard Labour ; evidently implying that all Classes 
of Prisoners supported by tile County arc to work at the profitable Trades, and 
that the Distinction which marks the 1 lard-labour Convict ,s his being deprived 
of the pecuniary Benefit, his Labour being considered as the Punishment to 
which he is sentenced. 

We are unwilling to name the Sixteen Prisons which we have stated ageing 
backward in this important Work. We think it but Justice to say, tlmt in H e 
of them (being Town Gaols) Causes may be assigned which 
Progress. In some of these Five there is a rapid Succession of Committals f 
short Periods, and Stonc-hrcakingis found profitubleby 1 own Contracts. “ 
of the Sixteen, which arc County Gaols there ,s a Prospect of a Change from 
new building or Appointment ot Conductors of Woiks. In tl g 

Seven we are gaining no Ground. The Governors are ineffic : » 

Want of a conducting Officer will continue to depress the System mitil 
ductor of Wor/cs may be introduced. This Office we can tiu y J 
recommended by us from our Regard to existing Interests, and ou » 

to cause the Removal of respectable Persons who may not be qu ^ 

on a System of Reformatory Discipline j but our Duty forbids of the 

backward State of so many Gaols without pointing out the Officer at 

Want of Progress. The Evils produced by the Want of a competot Office^ 
the Head of an Establishment, which ought to present a Scene Svstem 

and active Industry, is felt in every Branch. The Main-sprmg 
is broken. The Board not witnessing the Effect of the Servic ^ tura u y 
Officer, and having no Confidence in the Execution of their a* , ordinate 
slow to embark in any Experiment, or to risk any Expense. become 

Officers, chosen without regard to Qualification, and accustomed » 

indisposed to every Improvement which involves Trouble and i e vl uc jj 

in them, and it is distressing to observe, as we have done, to wna a - b g , - ct 

Officers are found to influence the Sentiments of a whole Coun ty up J e f ea t all 

of Prison Discipline. They have in some Instances been allowe 
our Suggestions and most active Efforts. _ 

Since the Publication of our last Report we have had an Opportunity 0^^^ 
the Second Report of the Inspectors of Prisons in England, and ia P jcao* 
noted their Observations upon the Two Systems of Prison is 1 ^jiated 
2 
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minated the Separate and the Silent System; and as every Respect is justly due 
to Opinions emanating from them, and sanctioned by the highest Authority, we 
are desirous to explain how far those Systems of Discipline are applicable to the 
State and Circumstances of the Irish Gaols. The Principle of entire Separation 
of a Prisoner from Intercourse with others cannot be attempted as a general 
one in this Country. Our County Gaols having been very generally, either 
newly built on an extensive Plan, or increased on such a Scale as to preclude 
further Expenditure. These new Buildings have been planned with much Care, 
according to the Lights which had (at the Period of their Erection) been 
thrown upon the Subject of Prison Discipline, and with the Advantage of the 
Plans published by the Association for the Improvement of Prisons in England, 
hut before the System of total Separation had been discussed with a 
view to its Adoption in England. The radiating, the semi-circular, and other 
Plans were framed on the Principle of Classification during the Day, with 
Separation by Night. Thus the Majority of the Gaols of Ireland are unfitted 
for the separate System by Day and Night. We have, however, in many recent 
Cases of new building, taken advantage of the Opportunity of arranging a 
considerable Portion of the Plan for the Reception of solitary Prisoners by Day 
and Night ; and it is proposed to give to the System every Trial that our Means 
of carrying it into execution shall afford. In connexion with this System of 
Discipline it is scarce necessary to point out that it precludes Stone-breaking, and 
implies the Introduction of Works of Art, which can be carried on in a solitary 
Cell and on a boarded Floor. We have in our Appendix inserted a compre- 
hensive Schedule (G.) of Trades, small Trades, and other Works which can be 
carried on in a Gaol, and suited to different Periods of Imprisonment. With 
respect to the Silent System it has been making progress in Ireland for some 
Years ; it has been tried partially in many of our Gaols, — in some completely 
carried into effect. The Prisoners are watched both at their Work in their 
Day-rooms, and at their Meals, and every Breach of the Rule of Silence is 
marked for Punishment. The Punishment has been very light,— in many 
Gaols the Withdrawal for the Day of some trifling Addition to the legal 
Dietary, or other Indulgence granted as an Encouragement to Industry ; and 
the Amount of the Number of Punishments has not exceeded One in each Day 
in a County Gaol of average Extent. We, as Inspectors General, have never 
had a Complaint made of the Severity of the System, except in one County 
Gaol, in which a Portion of the Milk, which forms a Part of the legal Dietary, 
was withheld, and the most intelligent Officers have assured us that the cheerful 
Effect of Association at Work, notwithstanding a total Prohibition to speak, 
prevents any thing like Melancholy or Depression of Mind. And although we 
admit the apparent Force of the Objection to the Rule of Silence made in the 
intelligent Report alluded to, viz. that there may be an Irritation arising from 
a constant Desire to transgress the Rule, which cannot exist in the Case of the 
solitary Prisoner, yet we have not found it so. We did not perceive any 
Appearance of Discontent or Irritation, on the contrary the Classes appeared 
tranquil, and even cheerful ; and the beneficial Effect of the System was much 
spoken of. In conducting this Mode of Discipline we strongly recommend 
that Meals should be taken by the Prisoners in their Sleeping Cells. This 
Plan has been adopted in Downpatrick Gaol, a Prison the Discipline ot 
which has afforded many useful Hints to others. The Hour of Meals in con- 
gregated Classes is a Time of great Temptation to communicate; and this 
Arrangement also affords an Hour of Leisure to Officers, which is valuable to 
them. 

In several of our County Gaols, even in some of our best regulated, there is 
still in consequence of Increase of Crime aWant of the essential Accommodation 
of separate Sleeping Cells, particularly in those built upon the semi-circular 
Hans. We observed in our last Report that Three of our most distinguished 
County Gaols (those of the Counties of Donegal, Limerick, and Clare) labour 
under this very serious Disadvantage, as do those of Galway and Sligo. \\ e 
are sorry to say that no Change has taken place, save m Clare, in which 
County a Presentment has been made for ^6,000 to construct additional 
Buildings. 
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The Gaols of Wexford and Kilkenny remain in the same defective State in 
respect to Accommodation in which we last Year reported them. Nothing has as 
vet been done in the Counties of Antrim and Armagh ; but we have every 
reason to expect that the Spring Assizes wiU not pass without Provision being 
made for the Erection of extensive County Gaols. 



FEMALE PRISONS. 

The Discipline of Female Prisons throughout the Country is likely to receive 
a Stimulus from the Example of the Orange Gorman Female Penitentiary, 
recently opened in Dublin. It had been long an Opinion formed by us, and sup. 
ported bv Mrs Fry, and tliebenevolentLadies who have been associated with her 
n visiting Gaols in England, that it was desirable as far Circumstances might 
permit, to establish Prisons wholly confined to the Reception of Fema es, under 
Female Officers, and distinct from any Place of Confinement for Males. The 
Female Character is peculiarly open to good or evil Influences. No Class of 
Criminals are so easily corrupted and further demoralized by ill-regulated 
Intercourse ; nor is there, on the other hand, any Class on whom moral 
Government and Instruction produce so rapid or so favourable a Change. 

The State of Grange Gorman Prison Penitentiary will appear in our Special 
Report on that Prison. We are, however, unwilling to pass over so important a 
Feature in the Transactions of last Year in the Prison Departmen without 
some Observations in our General Report. Tins Prison is intended to receive 
the whole of the Females under Sentence of Transportation m transitu from 
their respective Counties; all Females under Sentence of Transportation m 
transitu from their respective Counties to the Convict Ships. It contains about 
an Average of 200 to 400 Prisoners. An Act of 1 arliament was passed in the 
last Session for the Establishment of this Penitentiary : under 
that Act the extensive Building which had been erected as a National Ter- 
tiary for the Reception of Convicts sentenced to Transport'™ has been tran^ 
ferred by the Government to the City of Dublin. The Grand Jury toe 
presented a liberal Sum to complete the Alterations necessary to accommodate 
the Building to Represent Purpose. The Appointment of ^ 
minated Sheriffs Officers in a County Gaol is placed m * e f Hands t TOsnosal 
Lieutenant, while those Officers which under the r/of VtSC 
of County Grand Juries are left to the Grand Jury of the City. The Matton, 
who is placed at the Head of the Establishment, has been chosen, at the Desire 
of the Government, by Mrs. Fry, as having proved her Ability m tel*® 
the Females in Gold Bath Fields Penitentiary, and does much Creffit to ner 
Recommendation. Under the Matron are aDeputy Matron ; and' lwen y-Uiree 
Female Officers, selected from a Number of Candidates, ate the’ ““f 
Examination. The Matron is made wholly responsible for the mtenml „ 
ment of the Penitentiary. A Governor is appointed, y ho 1S t 0 f 

safe Custody of the Prisoners, and in whose Hands is placed the M g G 
the Stores and Expenditure. Under him are an Under Storel ep 
Turnkey, with a sufficient Number of Male Officers to take the » n0 . 0 f+he 
and to protect the Prison by Day. The Females have, since the op o 
Institution, been amply supplied with Work. 

The Penitentiary in all its Branches gives a most encouragng ^uffiiapp y 
Success, and seems likely to prove a Blessing to Numbers of the ^ 

Class of Females, and to lessen the Amount of Crime m th* 1 * SJ® 4 , re . 

School for the Instruction of each Class, as well as of the Chil r nment 

ceived with their Mothers, is among the Means _ of reformatoiy ^ 

that has been established, and it is in contemplation to add an 
for the younger Class. 

We trust that many valuable Female Officers for County Gaols .. ons 

in this Penitentiary. It is much to be lamented that many o no;V 
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Wrl are wholly unfit to undertake the Task of conducting a Female 
T rStheir Appotatment cannot be considered as a Compliance with the 

^ 

Office's rfoZrnm, Teacher of Works, and 

Apartment , a iki • in nnp Countv it is so low as 10/- a Ye<u, 

SiSf" pa?d C to a Person who is only qualified to act under a Matron 
as Female Turnkey. 



BRIDEWELLS. 

There are scarcely any new Buddings now wanted Mont several 
Counties in those Situation, m which Bndewdls been 

.^^ose Xo W n S it is imperative on 
Land Juries to establish competent Prisons. 

We have in several Reports reminded die 
the Bridewells form (as much as ithe ^°uny^ of exten ding their Care to them, 
reported to them the extl ' eI ™ F 'Lienee that in every County in which the 
We have reported, from a long E ip > f the Bridewells, and in which 

Board take an effective Part “ ‘ St d removed in case of Inefficiency, 

the Keepers are framed m ** i C °™ .? H . whereas in Counties in which the 
the State of the Prisons °f 1 lat ““ J th ^ Duty , an d in which the Keepers 
Board do not attend to this Branch w ; t i 10 ut regard to Qualification, 

are appointed without training, Condition of the Prisons. We 

the Defect in the Principle soon ^ ° th e Exertion which 

can confidently say, that m some ’ nrovide for Repairs, and to keep 

we have annually macle ri lweuf they would have falie/back (.though with 
s^dLt S the disgraceful sLte in which we originally found them. 

( See First Report.) 

The Bridewells of the Mowing "sm, nowj 
Antrim, Cavan, Clare, Cork Louth, Monaghan, Queen's 

has always been pointed out as anEwmp )• g the next Class they 
(strikingly good), Sligo, Tyrone, Westmea ft, ’■ Londmde rry, 

are tollrably well kept, viz., m that the Board ofSuper- 

Waterford. In this Class it would 3 9 , vlt q fi xe d County Bye Laws, 

intendence should establish cnoreo of j)own, Kilkenny, Wicklow, 

In the Third, or inferior Class, aie Q ne Bridewell, and quite in- 

Mayo (in each of which Four Counti containing Eight Bridewells ; 

adequate to its Purpose); also 1 those In these Four last- 

Galway, Seven ; Roscommon, Four ; and T R I ms ‘ m t h e last Year exceeded 
mentioned Counties the Amount o Q ) t j iat jf the System of the County 
the Sum of 1,5001., and we do nothe atateto yDl « ha / eb een saved. But 
of Cork and others was followed 700 u of mis oum ^ ^ w#nt of System, the 
exclusive of the Want of Econo y *1 in a comparatively bad State. 
Prisons of these Counties are in e y P ent j y so me well-kept Prisons m 
There are some effective Kee ? e ‘’ ^the whole, although there is happily no 
each, particularly in Kerr), bu -dation distressing to the Prisoners, 

Instance to be found of Deficiency o . „ of regular Control, and of 

yet the Want of general Traming 0 Particulars the System forms a painful 
Economy, are very striking, and m old Sites ; n which new Buildings 

“ d T^tBa^Nemry, bJiM, MakerafiU, and Borrntkane. 



(85.) 
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LUNATIC ASYLUMS. 

The District Lunatic Asylums still maintain the high Character which the-’ 
have deservedly held since their first Formation. The System pursued in each 
as well as the Result, is so similar, that we have included the detailed I n f 0r ! 
nuition with respect to each in a general Table in our Appendix. (Schedule Bd 
We hold the Opinion we gave in our last Report, that it would be expedient 
in many of those Institutions to increase the Quantity of Ground, as Agricultural 
Labour appears to produce the best Effect in promoting the great Object of 
these Establishments, viz., the Cure of the Disease. We, however, cannot avoid 
repeating the Suggestion of last Year with respect to other Modes of Work. 
We are convinced that sufficient Exertion is not made to introduce the Employ- 
ment of those already instructed, or in the Instruction of others in the various 
common Trades and other In-door Employments, of which we have o-iven an 
ample List in our Schedule G. We think a Salary to a Conductor of Works 
would be well expended in every large Asylum. We concur entirely in the 
Sentiment of a late intelligent Writer upon the Mode of Treatment of the Insane 
who observes thus : — “ So far as regards the systematic Employment of what is 
called active moral Treatment , a great deal more remains to be done in Lunatic 
Asylums than has hitherto been considered necessary. This will be apparent 
on reflecting how influential is the regular Action of the Feelings and intellectual 
Powers on the Health of the Brain, and how far Asylums possess any adequate 
Provision for that Object. It becomes then an Object of great Importance in 
Establishments for the Insane to provide the necessary Means for encouraging 
the healthy and regular Exercise of his various mental and bodily Powers, this 
being, an Object essential in a higher Degree than any other to the Success of 
any curative Measures. Hence we can have no Hesitation in denouncing 
as imperfect every Asylum which does not provide for the regular active Employ- 
ment of its Inmates, either in their format' Trades, or in some useful and im- 
perative Exertion.” This View we desire to impress as strongly as we can 
upon the local Commissioners and Managers of our District and other large 
Asylums. 

By the following Tables it will appear that the Number confined in District 
Asylums was 1,C08 ; the Number reported last Year being 1,610 Patients. 

Of those not in District Asylums the following is an Abstract ; viz. 

Total Number as appears by the following Table - 1,434 
Deduct, 

House of Industry, Dublin - - - 474 

Ditto - - Cork - - - 378 

St. Patrick’s, Dublin - - - - 148 

Private, for Payment - - - - 159 

1,159 



Remain - 275 



This remaining Number are scattered’ through the Gaols and small Institutions 
for Cases not admissible into District Asylums. As, however, the Tables only 
include the Patients actually under Cure there must remain throughout the 
Counties great Numbers unprovided for, and of the Amount of whom we have 
no Manner of forming an Opinion. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



lunatic 




ON THE GAOLS, &c. OF IRELAND. 
LUNATIC ASYLUMS. 

State of District Lunatic Asylums on 1st January 1838. 



ASYLUM. 


COUNTIES. 


Number 


Idiots. 




MANIA. 






Epileptic. 




In. 

curable 








County. 




Curable 




Armagh - 


Armagh 


51 


















1 20 












Monaghan ... 


35 


3 


36 


57 


116 




Fermanagh - - 


9 


J 














116 












Limerick 


County and City 


139 


1 












Clare 


96 


> 22 


14 


124 


132 


292 




Kerry . 


57 


1 












292 












Belfast - 


Down ... 

Antrim «• - 


82 

99 


} 4 


3 


38 


136 


181 






181 












Londonderry 


Derry County 


48 


) 












Donegal - - - 


67 


r 13 


11 


61 


104 


189 




Tyrone ... 


74 


J 














189 












Dublin 


City and County 


215 














Meath ... 

Louth ... 


32 

22 


r 1 


2 


. 130 


131 


184 




Wicklow ... 


15 


J 














184 












Maryborough 


Queen’s County 


41 














King’s County 


47 


} 10 




78 


50 


142 




Westmeath ... 










Longford - - - 


24 


J 














142 












Carlow 


Carlow ... 


33 














Kilkenny, County and City - 


25 


} 12 




34 


92 


138 




Wexford - - 


47 








Kildare 


33 


J 














138 












Ballynasloe 


Galwav, Citv and County 


70 


) 












Mayo ... 

Sligo .... 


48 


1 












27 


r 16 


25 


19 


132 


192 




Roscommon - 


31 














Leitrim ... 


16 
















192 












Waterford - 


County ... 


57 


i 18 




32 


49 


99 




City 
















99 












Tipperary - 


Clonmel ... 


- - 


4 


1 


38 


32 


75 



(85.) 
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SIXTEENTH 



report of inspectors general 



COUNTY. 



Dublin 



Armagh - 
Cavan 
Clare - 
Cork 

Down 

Donegal 

Galway - 

Kerry 

Kildare 

Kilkenny - 

Leitrim - 

Limerick 

Londonderry 

Monaghan - 

Sligo 

Tipperary - 
Westmeath 
Wexford - 



RETURN of Persons Insane, not in District Asylums, 
on 1st January 1838. 



Idiots. Epileptic. 



House of Industry 

Saint Patrick’s 

B1 oon. field - 

Hampstead - 

Finglass 

Retreat - 

Town 

Ennis 

City 

Suburbs 

Downpatrick 

Lifford 
Town 
Tralee 
Naas 
City - 

Carrick on Shannon 
City 
City 
Town 
Town 
Clonmell 
Mullingar 
Town 



Public 
Endowed 

Private 
Ditto 
Ditto - 
Ditto - 
Gaol 
Infirmary 
House of Industry - 
Private 
Ditto 

County Asylum - 

Gaol 

Gaol 

Gaol 

Asylum 

Gaol 

House of Industry - 

Infirmary 

Gaol 

Gaol 

House of Industry - 
Gaol 

House of Industry 
Totals 



124 

3 



| MANIA. 


| 










REMARKS. 


Curable. 


urablc. 








230 


474 


Forlncurables. 


31 


88 


148 j 


ForPayment 
and Paupers. 


5 


18 


25 




17 


36 


59 


3 Asylums. 


9 


9 


23 


. 


1 


2 




. - 


. - 






96 


135 


378 




20 


19 


46 




3 


3 


6 




- - 




14 




2 




2 




4 


. 


5 




3 


- - 


3 




10 


8 


33 




2 


. 


2 




. 


13 


43 




- - 


6 


10 




11 


4 


19 




1 12 


11 


49 






_ 


2 




i | - 


12 


30 




r | 230 


606 


1,434 





1'IIISON DRESSES. 

Amongst the Allowances to poor Prisoners 
one in which our County Gaols (even some of o ml «t ^ and ' epeate d 

fective, is that of Prison Dresses. We reported l 1 prison Act 0 „ 

in our Twelfth Report, our Opinions upon the ConsU ucUon ot = 

this most important Subject We now Xdvtubmitted^ dm Question, and who 
Decision of tile Judges to whom wo have lateW submitted me ^ This 

have affixed their Names to the Ceitificatc of A] j • * yj s ] les the fiijif 
View of the Subject, now sanctioned by Authority fully ^ est ? b f % 01 , D j e ss 
of a Prisoner, wlio as a poor Prisoner is put to work, to receive a 
according to the Schedu e 7 Geo. 4, Chapter 74, Section 78 . 



EXTRACT from Twelfth REPORT (of 1833). 
« As we are of opinion that 



-AS we a.o — - mistaken View ° f * e - nd ™°d to ofo Bomi 

“ generally taken with respect to Prison Dresses , we Allowances pro- 

“ Explanation on the Subject, this being the only on supplied- l' 1 ] 

“ vided by the Legislature with which Prisoners are i Nothing extended 
“ very few of our Gaols is a general System of Prisons the View 

“ beyond the Female Class. In the great Majonty oi d j ury are 

“ taken of the 76 th Section of the Prison Act is, , that tne guch p ri30 ners 
“ thereby required to present Money to supply 1 nson tion .putup 011 

“ as shall stand in need of such Assistance ; and f oneo f the Article 3 

“ these Words is, that if a Prisoner be in absolute Wan ^j Curo bent upon*- 

“ of Clothing specified in the Schedule (Section 78), Supply t ' l! - poca , 

“ Grand Jury to supply that Article, and to me J t , ^rent Articles ot 
“ Inspector ft provided with a certain Number of the dittere, 

“ Clothing. „j„ 
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ON THE GAOLS, &c. OF IRELAND. 

“ In several of the Gaols we are concerned to state that the Prisoners are 
“ not supplied in any Way, and consequently are in many Instances in a very 
“ objectionable State of Nakedness, and particularly in want of Shoes, an Article 
“ peculiarly necessary to Persons who live comparatively without Exercise, and 
“ who stand upon flagged Floors. The most common Course however which 
“ is taken is the middle Course of supplying occasional Articles, and to that 
“ System, therefore, we shall apply our Observations. 

“ The Words “ as shall stand in need of such Assistance ” are certainly to be 
“ found in the Section alluded to, but it will be seen by reference to that 
“ Section that these Words do not relate exclusively to Prison Dresses, but 
“ apply equally to Food, Bedding, &c. These Words, then, are to be construed 
“ as Words defining what is denominated in the S2d Section “a poor Prisoner 
“ withinthe Meaning of this Act ” who, as such, is subject to all Rules herein-after 
“ provided in that Behalf. As poor Prisoners, then, standing in need of and re- 
“ ceiving public Support, they are made liable to work (Section 104.), and as 
“ poor Prisoners they are, on the other hand, entitled to the various Supplies to 
“ be provided for those who stand in need of them, and which are detailed, 
“ without Distinction, in the 76th Section ; viz., Food , Fuel, Prison Dresses, 
“ &c. &c. — the Words, “ such as stand in need thereof, ” conveying the general 
“ Terms descriptive of a poor Prisoner under the Act, and having equal 
“ Reference to all Manner of Supplies mentioned in the preceding Part of the 
“ Section. 

“ It appears to us, on this Construction of the Act, that poor Prisoners are 
“ entitled to Prison Dresses, in the same Way as to Blankets, &c. We conceive 
“ that if the System is well managed the Compliance with the Act will be 
“ attended- with very little Expense additional to that which will attend the 
“ middle Course, if all deficient Articles (including Shoes) are strictly supplied ; 
“ and it is clear that the additional Expense will be repaid tenfold by the in- 
“ creased Degree of Order, Cleanliness, and Discipline arising from the Issue 
“ of a uniform Dress. 

“The Law thus acted upon will appear to be founded upon true Principles 
“ of Justice. We suppose the Case of a Prisoner confined for a considerable 
“ Length of Time, and ultimately acquitted . At the Time of his Committal he 
“ possessed a good Suit of Clothes ; during his Confinement his Family are 
“ deprived of their Means of Support ; at the End of that Period he is discharged, 
“ and sent out of the Gaol in Rags, and obliged to purchase a new Suit of 
“ Clothes before he is placed in the same Circumstances in which he stood at 

the Time of his Committal. This surely is not just. Or suppose that the 
“ Clothing of the Gaol is issued to a Prisoner after his own has been worn out, 
“ instead of being issued 011 his Committal in such a Case he is on his Discharge 
“ placed in the painful Situation of being obliged to return home with the 
“ Stigma of a Prison Dress : this is equally a Hardship. 

“ We have taken our Example from the Class of Persons not convicted, as 
“ we find the Clothing more particularly withheld from the untried. All these 
“ Inconveniences are completely avoided by adhering to the Spirit, and what 
“ we conceive to be the fair Construction of the Law. 

“ When a Prisoner is on Committal placed on the List of those entitled to 
“ receive public Allowances, his private Clothing should at once be taken from 
“ him, washed (if necessary), labelled, and placed in store to be returned on his 
“ Discharge, and a Suit of Prison Clothing should be issued, consisting of the 
“ Articles enumerated in the 78th Section of the Act. This System we con- 
“ ceive essential to the perfect Regulation of a Prison, and to the correct 

Fulfilment of the Provisions of the Act, and we are particularly anxious to 
’* forward it, as the Want of a regular Supply of Dresses is the most striking 
“ Defect still remaining in our good County Gaols. It is the only Subject 
“ u pon which (with a very few Exceptions) we have on our last Tour been 
“ addressed by the Prisoners in the Language of Complaint, and upon this 
(85.) D “Subject 
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“ Subject the Complaints have been very frequent, and in many Instances very 
“ well founded.” 

We hold in our Possession, and are ready to forward for the Satisfaction of 
any Board of Superintendence, a Copy of this Extract, with a Certificate of 
Approval signed by the Judges of the Court of Queen’s Bench. 
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APPENDIX. 



FORM OF REPORT MADE TO GRAND JURIES. 



COUNTY OF GAOL. 

REPORT of the Inspector General made on his Inspection of the Gaol 
prior to 1st February 18 . 



7 th Geo. IV. Chap. 74, Sect. 55. 



ENACTMENTS OF 7th GEO. IV. CHAP. 74. I How carried into effect. F ° mi ° f Re P , ' ,, t ' 



Sect. 

2. — Grand Jury to appoint a Board of Superinten- 
dence of not less than Eight and not more than Twelve 
Persons, One Half of whom to be Justices of the Peace, 

Three of whom (One being a Justice of the Peace) to form a 
Quorum. Grand Jury empowered to present to the Board 
of Superintendence the Monies to be raised under this Act, 
and to advance any reasonable Sums to defray the Expenses 
of the Gaol. 

3. — Powers of Board of Superintendence to visit all 
Gaols, to examine into their State, and int& the Conduct of 
the Officers. 

4. — The Board to make Bye Laws for the Gaol, to be 
carried into effect by the Local Inspector, and to be binding 
upon all Magistrates and upon Sheriffs. 

5. — Limits and defines the Powers of Justices of the 
Peace, not being Members of the Board of Superintendence. 

Abuses to be reported by them to the Board. 

6. — Accommodation of a County Gaol. Males and 
Females to be completely separated. 

Class 1. — Debtors and Contempts on Civil Process. 

2. — Felons convicted. 

3. — Misdemeanants Ditto. 

4. — Felons untried. 

5. — Misdemeanants Ditto, and Want of Sureies. 

6. — King’s Evidence. 

Separate Infirmaries for Two Sexes. 

Baths or Bathing Tubs in Places best adapted for the Use 
of die different Classes. 

Separate Common Halls, Yards, and Privies for the 
different Classes, with a Supply of good Water. 

6. — Separate Cells for Prisoners, and some Cells to be 
provided with Three Beds or more. 

Two Male Prisoners only never to be lodged together. 

Rooms for Labour and Industry. 

Cells for solitary Confinement. 

One or more Chapels, with separate Divisions for Males 
and Females, and for different Classes. 

57. — Gaolers to transmit yearly Returns according to 
the Schedule E. 

59. — Inspectors General empowered to examine Persons 
on Oath respecting the Discipline of Gaols, and to report 
to the Lord Lieutenant^ &c. 

62. •— Book of Observations and Visits of Officers to be 
kept in the Gaol. 

65 & 66. — Duties of Local Inspector, See. ' 

(85.) 
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ENACTMENTS OF 7th GEO. IV. CHAP. 74. How carried into effect. 



Sect. 

67. — Returns to be made by Clerks of the Peace and 
Crown to the Local Inspector, and annual Returns of that 
Officer to the Inspectors General. 

68. — Grand Jury to appoint a Chaplain of the Established 
Church, and, if required by the Court, a Protestant Dissen- 
tiu<r Minister, and a Clergyman of the Roman Catholic 
Church, as Chaplains to the Gaol, to be approved by the 
Court of Assize, and Preference to be given to Parochial 
Clergy. 

69. — Duty of Chaplains : — 

To read Prayers on Sundays. 

To visit the Prison twice in every Week, and to 
exhort every Prisoner. 

To attend Malefactors condemned to Death. 

To inspect Provisions by alternate Weeks on the 
Days appointed. 

To keep a Journal, to be produced, when required, 
to the Board of Superintendence. 

70 & 71. — Regulates Salaries of Chaplains, which are to 
be equal in Amount. 

72. — Regulates the Qualifications and Appointment of 
Physician or Surgeon. 

To visit each Prison twice in every Week, or oftener, 
if necessary. 

To keep a Journal, See. 

Sustenance ordered by Physician to be procured 
under Order of tiie Board of Superintendence. 

72 & 74. — Apothecaries to supply Medicines and other 
Articles necessary for the Sick. 

No Apothecary providing Medicines shall be Physician 
or Surgeon to the Gaol. 

76. — Regulates Presentments for Fuel, Prison Dresses, 
and Beds, &c. 

Money presented for these Purposes to be paid to Con- 
tractor's. 

78. — Articles of Bedding and Prison Dresses. 

79. — Contractors to account on Oath. 

80. — Contracts to be made with the Clerk of the Peace. 

81. — Penalty on Grand Juror or Inspector being con- 
cerned in Contracts. 

82. — Poor Prisoners not to receive any Provisions in 
addition to the Allowance of the Gaol. 

S3. — Debtors confined for a Sum under 10/. to receive 
an Allowance from their Creditors of 2s. 6(7. per Week, 
by Order of the Court. 

84. — Inspector’s General to prepare Dietary Tables, to 
be approved by the Court of King’s Bench, to be lmng up 
in a conspicuous Part of the Common Hall. 

85. — Form of Dietary Account, Schedule (A.) 

87. — Inspectors General to supply deficient Bedding, 
Dresses, &c. for the fixed Establishment of each Gaol, 
according to the Forms in Schedule (B.) and (C.) 

Collectors of Excise to advance the Cost of purchasing 
tire same. 

88. — Grand Juries to appoint Matrons. 

Matrons to receive a Salary approved by the Court of 
Assize. 

89. — Authorizes the Appropriation of Part of the Gaol 
as a House of Correction. 

Exempt from the Responsibility of the Sheriff. 

A Governor to be appointed by the Grand Jury. 

96. — Persons committed by Local Jurisdictions to be 
confined in County Gaol. 
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ENACTMENTS OF 7th GEO. IV. CHAP. 74. 



99. — Regulates the Payment of Expense of Male 
Prisoners by the Local Jurisdiction. 

]00, — Persons committed within a County of a City or 
Town to be confined in the County Gaol, by Order of the 
Lord Lieutenant. 



104. — Poor Prisoners to be kept to such Work as shall 
be appointed by the Grand Jury or Board of Superin- 
tendence. 

105. — Prisoners before Trial, and not being poor 
Prisoners, may be employed, with their own Consent, and to 
receive such Allowance as the Board of Superintendence 
may appoint. 

Such Employment not to interfere with Classification. 

106. — Regulates the providing Teachers, Books, Mate- 
rials, Tools, &c. 

107. — Poor Prisoners to receive One Third of their 
Profit, if any arise. — This Clause does not extend to Per- 
sons sentenced to hard Labour. 

108. — Keeper’s Return of hard Labour, according to 
Schedule (F.), to be made at every Assizes. 

109. — Twenty-four Rules for the Regulation of County 
Gaols. 



Local Inspector to report, on Oath, on the State of 
the Prison, to the Judge at every Assizes, inserting a 
Copy of these Rules, and his Special Report on the 
Execution of each. (Rules 14 & 24.) 

110. — Penalty on conveying Spirituous Liquors into 
Prisons. 



111. — Allowance made to defray the Expenses to their 
Places of Abode or of honest Employment of discharged 
Prisoners, not having the Means to pay for the same. 

112. — Court of King’s Bench empowered to make Rules 
and Regulations, whether temporary or permanent. 

Also by a summary Order to dismiss Officers guilty of 
Misconduct or Disobedience to the same. 

Officers so dismissed not re-eligible to other Offices. 

113. — Officers to attend and answer all Inquiries of the 
Board of Superintendence. 

117. — Regulates the Issue of Clothing to Convicts 
sentenced to Transportation. 

137. Notice of Abolition of Fees to be posted in every 
Gaol. 



Here follow the General Observations, which are a Copy of the Report to 
Parliament. 



DUBLIN DISTRICT. 

County of Dublin Goal. 

pOR many Years we have entered into Details in our Report on this County Prison, with 
a view to convince the Grand Jury and Board of Superintendence of the Necessity and 
Advantage of establishing a System of Employment and internal Government calculated 
to lessen Crime, to benefit the Criminals, and to amply repay the County many of the 
Expenses of the Establishment. The Plans for obtaining these Objects were fully reported 
on last Year by Major Woodward, and consisted chiefly in recommending the Appointment 
of a qualified Officer to conduct the Work and Trades, to increase the Number of Turnkeys, 
affording One of each Class, to appoint One Turnkey for extern Duties, and to add a few 
srnde Cells and some Workrooms. 

I am quite persuaded that a very small Outlay would accomplish all that is proposed. 
« the Grand Jury and Board of Superintendence would adopt the mixed Diet of Meal 
and Potatoes, instead of Bread, which I have so often submitted for their Consideration, it 
ff °uld more than supply ample Funds for all that is required, and repay in a short Time 
(85.) E an > r 
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Dublin District, any Expenditure in Additions and Materials for Work. This does not require any 

Calculations to prove, as the present Bread Diet costs the County 4 \d. per Head, and the 

Diet in Grange Gorman Lane City Prison costs only 2f &, being nearly One Half. This 
calculated on the Average Number of Prisoners, would save nearly 3007. per Annum, and 
the Expense of putting up Two Boilers in the unoccupied and condemned Cells would not 
cost 40/. I again beg to submit its immediate Adoption ; but I admit that even this 
Arrangement cannot be followed up without the Appointment of another Turnkey at least. 
Nor can the Governor and Officers of this Prison adopt any Improvement without the Aid 
of a few additional and well qualified Assistants. 

It is highly creditable to the Local Inspector, Governor, and all the Officers of this 
Prison, that the Duties are so well performed under the Circumstances; it is kept re- 
markably clean ; a good School is now carried on ; some Stone-breaking has been done by 
the Prisoners in the last Year ; the Tread-wheel is in operation; no Escapes have taken 
place for many Years; the Prisoners are all clothed in a Prison Dress; and all this is 
effected with the Aid of only Three Turnkeys, One of whom is constantly out on Duty. 

The Female Classes are clothed, instructed, and employed under a qualified Matron, and 
the Books are carefully kept. The Board of Superintendence meet monthly, and the Hospital 
Duties are carefully attended to. This Prison has long requiret} a new Hospital; there are 
only Two large Rooms allotted for this Purpose. The best Advantage is taken of the 
Accommodation the Prison affords, but there are only Forty-eight Cells for an Average of 
100 Male County Prisoners. 

The Government have for many Years occasionally collected Convicts in this Prison fora 
short Period previous to Embarkation. Should the County commence a sound Penitentiary 
System of Work, Classification, and Inspection for this Gaol, it would not be difficult to 
relieve them from this Addition to their Numbers. 



CITY OF DUBLIN. 

Newgate. 

The Addition to the Richmond Bridewell being still unfinished, the Reduction of the 
Number of Male Prisoners confined in Newgate has not as yet taken place, and we thereby 
still find it in a very crowded State, and labouring under all the Evils consequent thereupon, 
it being impossible to introduce in this Prison in its present State any effective Branch of 
reformatory Discipline, Separation, Classification, Employment, or adequate Instruction; or 
even to reform the Dietary by a System of booking, or to issue Clothing for the Prisoners. 

The Numbers in the Gaol immediately prior to the late Sittings of the Recorder were, 
Debtors and Insane not included. 

Males. Females. 



For Trial at Sessions - - - 


158 


- - - 


100 




Ditto at Commission - 


35 


- - - 


6 




For Examination - 


7 


“ - - 


2 




Total untried - 


_ _ 


‘200 - 


- - 


108 


Convicts for Transportation 


3 


- 






Under Rule of Imprisonment 


80 


- 






Total tried - 


- - 


83 






Total 


_ . 


283 - 


- - 


108 



At the Close of the Sittings there remained Eighty Persons under Rule of Imprisonment, 
a Class which would be removed to Richmond Bridewell as soon as the Addition to that 
Prison shall be completed; still, however, the Numbers would be found to preclude the 
Possibility of Improvement: and we can only hope to see an important Change when t e 
new Gaol shall be built. . 

In the interior Arrangement many Improvements have been made ; the Day-rooms iave 
been furnished, additional Accommodation has been extended to the Criminal Classes, an 
the School is better attended to. It would, however, be very important to endeavou 
to make an Arrangement for the Increase of the Numbers attended to by the Schooimastei, 
and also to make more active Exertion to find Work for the Females ; although their JNu - 
bers are much diminished since the Opening of the Grange Gonnan Penitentiary, ei 
are still a great Number confined, who have scarcely any Means of Employment. 

On the whole there is a decided Improvement Still, however, it is a painful oig 1 ^ 
see so many Prisoners under Confinement, without any Accommodation that can enab e 
Board of Superintendence to render that Confinement profitable to them. 

The Cells are constantly white-washed, and every pains taken to ventilate t! he 1 > 

and to keep it clean ; and, under the Circumstances of the Case, we must consider a 
Duties of the Officers are attended to. . „ j 0 f 

The late Change in the Law, which requires the Grand Jury to appoint a ^ 
Superintendence, similar to that established in other Counties, for the Governmen 
Prisons, has been attended with the most important Effects. q^e 

8 
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The Evils which arose from die Want of such a local Control were much felt in this 
a ud the other Gaols in Dublin. 

The Board have by their Zeal and Intelligence, and by their regular Attendance 
corrected many Defects, and established many excellent Regulations ; and there can be no 
Doubt that as soon as adequate Means are placed in their Hands, by the Completion of the 
new Buildings, for which Presentments have been made, they will exhibit in the 
Metropolis a System of reformatory Prison Discipline which will serve as a Model for the 
Provincial Gaols. 



Richmond Bridewell. 

This Prison has undergone a great Change since the last Inspection; the Females 
having been removed to the new Female Penitentiary in Grange Gorman Lane, and great 
Alterations and Additions in the Building having commenced, and being in different 
Stages of Progress. 

The original Number of Cells in the Richmond Bridewell was 100, generally on a 
large Scale, so as to receive Three Prisoners in each, when the Number of Committals 
required it; the Female Prisoners being disposed of in large Dormitories. The new 
Works consist of Two Parts : — 

1st — Sixty-three new Cells built, and Fifty-one to be built, on the former Female 
Side. These Cells are all on a large Scale, being Eight Feet Six Inches in 
Breadth. 

2d. — A new radiating Building (now roofed in), containing 100 Cells. The 
whole of this Building is planned without Day-rooms, in order to carry on the 
complete System of Separation by Day and Night. 

When these Works shall be completed this Bridewell, which is intended to receive all 
Male Prisoners within the City under Rule of hard Labour or Imprisonment, will contain 
314 Cells; and there is every Reason to expect from the Efforts which have been made 
with limited Means to introduce useful and profitable Occupation for the Prisoners, that, 
with the enlarged and ample Means then afforded, the Richmond Bridewell will exhibit a 
Model of an extensive Penitentiary conducted on the best Principles of Prison Discipline. 

The principal Works now carried on in this Prison are weaving, washing, and Stone- 
Ireaking, though several Prisoners were employed at other Trades. Upon the Three 
Descriptions of Labour named, the Receipts, within the last Six Months, amounted to 
117/. 6s. 8 d. After deducting Cost of Work, and the Payments to Prisoners, the clear Profit 
paid to the Treasurer of the City amounted to 61/. 19s. 8 id. Since the Removal of the 
Females to Grange Gorman Penitentiary, the washing of this Prison has been done by the 
Male Prisoners, who execute the Work in the most satisfactory Manner. A Contract is 
made for washing for the Richmond Barracks. 



The following was the Return of Labour on the Day of Inspection. 



Weaving - - - 

Tailors 

Shoemakers 

Carpenters 

Painters 

Bakers - 

Laundry and Kitchen 

Garden and out Labour 

Home Duty - 

Hair-cutter 

Stone-breaking - 

Tread-mill - 

Sick, &c. 



53 
9 
4 
2 
2 
2 

21 

14 

27 
1 

54 

28 
7 



Total confined - - 224 



Grange Gorman Female Penitentiary. 

We have in our General Report of this Year given an Outline of the Principles and Plan 
upon which this extensive and exclusively Female Penitentiary has been established; we 
therefore confine our Special Report to Matters of Detail. 

The Object of this Institution is to receive all Females under Sentence of Imprisonment 
within the City of Dublin, and also (with the Permission of the Board of Superintendence; 
to detain the Female Convicts under the Sentence of Transportation during the short lime 
which intervenes between the Period of their assembling and that of then- Embarkation 
for the Colonies. The Places of Confinement of these Two Classes have been wholly 
distinct 

The Expenses attendant upon the Convict Department are defrayed by the Government , 
a separate System of Accounts is established for each, under the Care and Du-ections o 
Governor, both with respect to Store Supplies and Expenditure. 

f85.) ihe 
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The Matron, who is placed at the Head of this Penitentiary, Mrs. Rawlins, has been 
selected, at the Desire of Government, by Mrs. Fry, as having proved her Ability in the 
Cave of the Females in the Penitentiary in Cold Bath Fields , and does much Credit to her 
Recommendation. The Matron is made wholly responsible for the internal Discipline of 
the Penitentiary ; under her are an Assistant Matron and Twenty-three Class Matrons, who 
have been selected, by the Order of his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, from a Number of 
Candidates, after a strict Examination. 

The City Prisoners arc separated into Eighteen Classes, each conducted by a separate 
Class Matron, who is entirely devoted to her own Class, and is responsible for every 
Branch of their Instruction, their Work, their Discipline, and the Order of their Rooms, 
their Cells, &c. 

The Females are clothed in a uniform Dress. A Rule of Silence is very much enforced, 
so far at least as to produce the Effect of strict Decorum, and to prevent any thing 
like Conversation during the Time when the Prisoners of a Class are brought together. 

The Routine of the Day, the serving the Dietary, the Duties of the Wards-women, 
of the Cooks and others engaged in domestic Duties, are conducted with great Regularity ; 
and, on the whole, we have been much satisfied with the Efficiency of the greater Part 
of the Matrons who have been appointed. We, however, observed considerable Shades of 
Difference. 

The Establishment of this exclusively Female Prison has been a new and very important 
Experiment, and, although so far as vve have had Experience, there is good Ground of 
Encouragement, yet the final Success of the Measure must depend greatly upon the 
Character and Qualifications of the Class Matrons ; and no Consideration should induce 
the Matron to retain one who does not appear qualified. 

A Governor is appointed on the Male Side, who is necessarily Governor of the Prism wider 
the Provisions of the Act. , responsible for the safe Custody of the Prisoners and invested with 
all the Authority belonging to that Office when Circumstances may requite his Interference, 
and we have every Reason to think that the Appointment of Mr. Marques has been 
fortunate for the Institution. To the Governor is committed the Management of the 
interior Economy of the House, as well as the Department of the Stoics, Accounts, 
Registry, and lioolts, while the entire and uncontrolled Management of the Discipline 
of the Classes is placed in the Hands and under the Responsibility of tile Matron. 

The Accommodation of ibis Prison consists of Eighteen Classes in tlie rear Building, to 
each of which is attached a Yard and Day-room. In the Twelve First Classes there are 104 
single and Four treble Cells, with Twenty-two dark Cells. Ill the Six remaining Classes are 
Twenty-four Dormitories, containing Ninety-six Beds. '1 lie centre Building consists of arge 
Rooms, formerly occupied as Workrooms, but a Presentment lias been made to convert 
these Rooms into Day-rooms, with Ninety-four single Cells. Thus the cellular Accommo- 
dation will consist of 198 single and Four treble Cells, with Iwenty-four Dormitories; e 
whole containing 300 Beds, with Twenty-two dark Cells. , . 

The Sick are now confined in temporary Rooms allotted for that Purpose, u a 
Hospital is to be built. . _ . . . 

The Local Inspector has given every Aid in establishing tins Penitentiary on a sound 

^The Medical Officers of the City Gaols oxtend their Care to this Prison, and are very 
attentive to their important Duty. Three Chaplains are appointed under ie r ? vl ® 
the Act, and have with much Zeal assisted in the moral Government of this ‘ 1ID P°™ 
Institution. We should be glad that a more adequate Remuneration than the « 
present authorizes should be given lo them, as the Substitution ot Uns ex e ® s , . , 
for that in Smitlifield (even when the Duties of Smithfield shall cease) is a great 

To the Ladies Committee the City is much indebted for the Zeal sh own ^ , t .^p n ,j on 
promoting the Establishment of this Female Penitentiary, and for their con . 

to the Improvement of the Inmates. The Sisters of Charity have also afforded 
constant and zealous Attendance. Under such benevolent Care, with tha c » * to 

and Officers, we have every Hope that such a moral Effect will e p ^ 

render Imprisonment in Grange Gorman Penitentiary an effective 
Punishment. _ , . , . w one it 

Though the Experiment of an exclusive Female Penitentiary has Obiect with 

has not been adopted without much Consideration ; it has been a avo Measure. 

Mrs. Fry; and our Opinion has been long decided as to the Impoita..ce o encour aging 

So far as it has now been tried it confirms that Opinion, and holds ou ^ a Blessing to 



Prospect of Success, and we trust that the Penitentiary is likely to p Crime in this 
Numbers of the most unhappy Class of Females, and to lessen the moun 
great City. . . reD orting the 

We cannot close a Report upon the Grange Gorman Penitentiary wi f r0ID that 

Opinion we entertain of the great Benefit which lias arisen to the i ty o prisons of 

Part of the Act of the last Session which has afforded to this an r s up erinten- 

Dublin the Advantage of the able and indefatigable Exertions ot t ie ^ Reform was 

dence, who have been appointed under its Provisions, at a Time when b 
about to be effected on the Subject of Prison Discipline. In 
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In our General Report we have taken from 200 to 400 as the Average Number of the 
Prisoners ; on the Day of our Inspection the Number was below that Average; the gross 
Number were 232 City Prisoners : these were employed and accounted for : — 



At Needle-work 139 

Knitting - - - 8 

Laundry - 14 

Nursery - . . -23 

Cooks - - - _ _ _ -10 

Unemployed, being of the Class confined for a few Hours, &c. &c. 15 

Wardswomen - - - _ _ _ -17 

Orphan Children - - - _ _ _ _ 7 



232 



The Females have been amply supplied with Needle-work, principally by Army Con- 
tracts. It is intended to extend the Laundry, from which a considerable Increase of Profit 
is expected. The Sums to be credited to the City Treasurer, as clear Profit on the Work of 
the past Half Year, after Payment of the Proportion allowed by Law to the Prisoners, 
amount to 82Z. 17s. 9 \d . ; and we have but little Doubt that the future Profit will repay 
the City nearly, if not fully, the Expense of the Diet. 

The Instruction of the Females lias been very carefully attended to ; above Forty Per- 
sons have learned to read who were wholly ignorant of Letters at the Time of their Com- 
mittal, besides Sixty who were only acquainted with the Alphabet but could not spell ; and, 
in some Instances even after only Six Months Trial, we have been enabled to trace 
the moral Effect of the System in the satisfactory Accounts which we have received of the 
Females who have been discharged from Prison. Upwards of Half of the Females now 
employed at profitable Work have wholly acquired the Skill by which they now earn their 
Bread since their Committal. 

On the whole we are fully justified, so far as we are enabled by so short an Experience, 
in reporting, that the Penitentiary has been supported and conducted in a Manner highly 
creditable to the City and to the Officers who have been appointed, and that the Intentions 
of the Legislature have been completely fulfilled. 

Of the Exertions of Mrs. Rawlins to procure Employment for the Females and to promote 
the Interests of the Institution, we cannot speak in Terms of too much Praise. 

It is an Embarrassment to those who are anxious for the future Welfare of so numerous 
a Class of Females as pass through this Penitentiary, and amongst whom there are likely 
to be many reformed Characters, that there is no Place of Refuge into which such Persons 
can be received on being discharged from Confinement 

The Shelter in Harcourt Road has been a great Advantage to the City of Dublin 
in this respect, but the Numbers which that Asylum can contain render it but a partial 
Resource. 

In England Provision is made for this important Object at the public Expense, and we 
should recommend to the Consideration of the Government the Adoption of a similar Prin- 
ciple in this Country, as the best Means by which the reformed can be preserved from 
relapsing into Habits of Vice, from the Pressure of Want, and the Amount of Crime in the 
Metropolis diminished. 

The Magistrates of Dublin are constantly in the Habit of committing Lunatic Females 
to this Prison ; there are now Six confined ; a Circumstance so detrimental to Discipline 
and Order that it is our Duty to remark upon it, and submit that a Remedy should be 
applied. 



Smithfield Penitentiary. . 

This Prison has since the Establishment of the Female Penitentiary in GrangeGorman 
Lane been wholly confined to the Imprisonment of juvenile Male Offenders. 
are only to remain in Smithfield until the Works now in progress in the Richmond Bridewell 
shall be completed, when the Boys are to be transferred to that Prison. . 

On the Day of Inspection there were Ninety confined, Sixty of whom were employed in 
picking Wool, the Remainder at useful Work, and the whole in attendance at the Schoo , 
which is well conducted. We found several Scholars who had learned to read m the 
Penitentiary. 

Amount of net Profits of Work in the Year, 53Z. 8s. ll|tZ. 



Sheriffs Prison. 

This Prison has undergone some Improvement since last Inspection. Iron Bedsteads 
have been placed in a certain Number of the Rooms. There were Fifty-two Persons con- 
fined, and the House was in better Order than it has appeared for many Years. We 
conceive that the Regulations of the King’s Bench, now of a very old Date, require 
Revision. _ 

(85.) F Ll V 



Dubliu District. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




22 APPENDIX TO SIXTEENTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 



City Marslialsea. 

Dublin District. This Prison remains quite inadequate to the Purpose for which it is intended, and there 

can be no effectual Remedy but the procuring a better Prison. The State of the Prisoners 

is comparatively much improved; Bedding is provided, with lables and other Furniture in 
the common Hall. The regulated Diet is issued to poor Debtors, and the Numbers much 
diminished. 

The Marslialsea is much improved in Order and Cleanliness. 

Four Courts Marslialsea. 

There is nothing additional to be observed respecting the Improvement which lias taken 
place in the good Order and Management of this important Prison since the Period of our 
last Report. Since the Marslialsea has been under the Direction of Captain Mason Dis- 
order and Discontent have been removed, Complaints have comparatively ceased, and the 
State of Feelino- manifested by the Inmates, particularly amongst the Gentlemen confined, 
<rives ample Proof that the Rules are impartially observed, and that the Manner in which 
Discipline is carried on is judicious, uniting the necessary Degree of Firmness with uniform 
Courtesy and a Desire to accommodate. 

The Marslialsea has been for a Time deprived of the valuable Services of the Marshal, 
by his State of Health ; and it is but Justice to the Deputy Marshal to state, that the Prin- 
ciples upon which the Duty is performed by the Marshal are strictly adhered to in his 
Absence, and that Mr. Gray conducts the Marslialsea in a very judicious and satisfactory 
Manner, and proves himself to be quite adequate to the Task. 

The Advantage derived in the Security and Comfort of this Prison, by its being placed 
under the Care of the Board of Works, is more felt every Year by the Marshal and Persons 
confined. 

The Numbers confined on the Day of Inspection were, — 

First Glass - - " -42 

Second Class ---- - - -48 

Third Class _-- - - - - -44 

134 



The Building denominated the Pauper Prison not being sufficient to receive the Numbers 
requiring public Support, the Allowances of Food, Bedding, and Fuel are issued to several 
Prisoners who are lodged in the common Halls, or, by Permission of the Lord Lieutenant, 
in private Rooms. . , 

It is in this Department only that we find the Arrangements defective, and we deem it 
essential to the good Government of the Prison, in all the Classes, that a Reform should take 
place in this one, in which alone there are public Claims to be satisfied, and to winch alone 
the whole System of Prison Discipline extends. , . . , 

In our Experience of the Debtors Marslialseas in County Gaols we have mvambly iound 
the Master Debtors Prison in less good Order than that of the pauper Class. That m die 
former there is a Difficulty in enforcing strict Rules, and that the Governor is m some 
Decree dependent upon the Habits of the Gentlemen and others who support themse ves 
for the Regularity and Cleanliness of the Apartments ; but that in the pauper Class who come 
under the ordinary Rules of Prison Discipline (and are by Law liable to wor k)j J ® mos 
strict Routine is observed, and the Prison in the highest State ot Order and Clean mess. 
In the Four Courts Marslialsea the Case is reversed, and while we see the good Meets 
Regulation in the higher Class, the pauper Building presents such a Scene ol Con usion, 
Dirt, and Complaints as is not to be met with in any County Marshalsea in lrelan . 

We attribute this State of Things to certain Causes which can be remedied, an we 
not fail to lay before the Chief Secretary our Views thereupon. 



Saint Patrick’s Hospital for Lunatics. 

(Founded by Dr. Jonathan Swift, Dean of St. Patricks.) 

It is with additional Satisfaction that we each Year witness the stnking 
taken place in this extensive Institution since the Appointment of Mr. ana rs. ° 
as Manager and Matron. . . . Arran^e- 

The Work of Improvement has been necessarily gradual, but is progressive, ° 

ments made for the Comfort and Improvement of the higher Classes aie mu ■ gjj e 0 f 

proved; indeed, on visiting the public Apartments both on the Male an e ne p at i en ts; 
this Department, there is very little Appearance of being in the Company o in ®® , j 3 o0 ks, 
they are well employed, and every Provision made for their rational Amuse - nt0 

Music, and Female Work are supplied, and there is amongst those who ar ® ^ f ormstru ly 
the public Rooms a general Appearance of a happy and tranquil Society. on j n the 

a Contrast to what we recollect. Progressive Improvements are annua y 0 ^ tmeU ts 
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Apartments of the paid and pauper Classes. The Three First Classes are divided according 
to the Scale of Payment. ° 

The Numbers in the Institution on the Day of Inspection were, — 





Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


First Class - 


2 


3 


5 


Second Class - 


15 


10 


25 


Third Class 


7 


12 


19 


Free Class 


44 


55 


99 




68 


80 


148 


Employed 


46 


48 


94 



Richmond Lunatic Asylum. 

I found this Asylum, as it has been for some Years, in very good and creditable 
Order. 

A very considerable Improvement has been completed within the Year, by enclosin'*- a 
large Plot of Ground situated on the other Side of Grange Gorman Lane, and connectTng 
with the Institution by a well-contrived Passage under Ground. The newly enclosed 
Ground contains Sixteen Acres, and will tend much to the Improvement of the System by 
affording the best Description of Employment for the Patients, and returning a great Profit 
in Aid of their Support. 

The Particulars respecting the Numbers and Description of Patients, Number cured, &c., 
as well as the Nature and Extent of Employment, and the Profits and Expenditure of the 
Year, will appear by the Tabular Sheet contained in our Appendix (Schedule B). 

Nothing can be more satisfactory than the Attention and Efficiency of the Manager and 
Matron, Mr. and Mrs. Wrigley. 

The Return of Work has been very satisfactory: the Amount of Weaving has been above 
*2,000 Yards of Linen, &c. ; of tailoring near 200 Articles of Clothing : on the Female Side 
above 1,600 Articles of Clothing and Bedding. 

Lunatic Wards , House of Industry. 

The Lunatic Branch of this extensive and admirably conducted Institution does great 
Credit to the Governor as well as to the Officers employed, particularly in the Care of the 
Insane on the Male and Female Side. 

The Principle of these Wards is to receive the incurable Cases, wliich are either sent to 
them in the first instance, or transmitted from the Richmond Asylum. 

When we consider the Number and Description of the Patients, the limited Extent, and 
bad Description of Accommodation, and the small Number of Assistants, we cannot speak 
too highly of the stinking Order, Tranquillity, and Cleanliness of the Wards. 

The Numbers confined were, 



Idiots 135 

Epileptic - - - - 104 

Mania, Curable - - — 

Incurable - 230 

Total - 474 



Private Asylums. 

These Asylums continue at Finglas and other Villages near Dublin, and consist 
of those of Drs. Harty, Duncan, and Gregory at Finglas, Dr. Eustace at Hampstead, 
Dr. Townsend at Ballyboden, with the Retreat at Bloomfield near Donnybrook. 

Their Numbers are stated in our General Report. They are severally well-conducted and 
respectable Establishments; the Treatment of the Inmates mild, and their Accommodation 
comfortable. 



Saint Sepulchre's Manor Prison. 

This Prison is now clear of pauper Prisoner’s ; the Persons confined in Rooms had no 
Complaints to make- The Marshal is a respectable Officer. 



(85.) NORTH 
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5orth District. 



north district. 



County of Antrim Gaol, and House of Correction at Belfast. 

The Circumstances of these Prisons, which together contain the Classes usually included in 
a County Gaol, are so interwoven with each other that they form a Subject for One Report, 
particularly under existing Circumstances. • -n ir * • . , 

I found both the Sheriffs Gaol and House of Correction in Belfast in extremely good 
Order, so far as the Means are afforded of introducing a good System. The Prisoners in the 
House of Correction have carried the System of Stone- breaking to much Perfection, and 
in that Prison it may quite, be considered as a Trade, as the Profit to the County and the 
Prisoners is considerable. . , , , 

At the last Assizes at Carrickfergus, in consequence of a Communication made by the 
Judge to the Grand Jury, a Committee was appointed, consisting of Three Grand Jurors, to 
communicate with the Inspector General, and to report upon the best Means of providing 
adequate Prison Accommodation for the County of Antrim. 

1 had in consequence the Satisfaction of meeting the Members of that Commission on 
the Day of my inspecting the House of Correction, and I trust, from the view which they 
seemed with me to take of the Subject, they may recommend to the Grand Jury to leave 
the County Gaol as it now is, but to be confined to the safe Custody of the untried Criminals 
and Debtors, and to build a House of Correction at Belfast to contain all convicted Criminals. 
At present an Average of Half of the convicted Cases undergo Imprisonment in the House 
of Correction. The Average Number within the present Year have been 125, the 
Maximum 150 Prisoners. It would therefore appear, that to make the House of 
Correction to provide separate Cells for the whole of the convicted, 300 Cells would be 
necessary. There are but Thirty-six Cells in the present House of Correction, and it 
would be vain to construct any new and effective Building as an Addition to the present 
one : a new Site would be necessary. 

In the event of any Change in the Constitution of the Town of Belfast, by its becoming 
a distinct County (a possible Contingency which has been kept in view), the new Prison 
proposed would remain as the Gaol of Belfast; and it maybe nearly calculated, that a 
Building provided for the convicted only of the whole County would, in point of Extent, 
suffice for the Reception of all Classes from Belfast as a distinct County. Any Act for the 
Alteration of the Constitution of Belfast might contain a Clause to transfer the unpaid 
Instalments of the Presentment from the County of Antrim. 

The Female Class in this County are so numerous that it will be necessary to include them 
in the general Division of tried and untried. The Two Gaols contained 100 Women on the 



Bridewells of the County. 

The Bridewells of Ballymena and Ballymomnj contain every Accommodation and Supply 
that the Law directs. The Prison at Antrim contains but Two Rooms, and no lard. 
Great Diligence must be used to forward Prisoners to the County Gaols, as Antrim is not a 
proper Place. of Confinement for more than a Night or Two. I found them all clean an 
regular. 



Belfast Lunatic Asylum. 

I FOUND this Asylum in excellent Order; the System of Regulation. is highly to be 
approved of ; and the tranquil and apparently happy State of the Patients is the best 100 
that the Treatment is judicious and humane. , . , 

No Branch of the public Establishments has had more general Success than t a o 
District Asylums; but there is so much Similarity in the Arrangements, and in t e esu , 
that I have transferred general and statistical Observations to the General Jxepor , an 
Appendix to Schedule (B.) . 

The Return of Articles manufactured by the Patients was very creditable. 



County of Armagh Gaql. 

I found this Prison in very good Order; the Cleanliness of the whole Establishment, and 
Manne of conducting the Routine of Duty, are Proofs of that Zeal and Know ge 
Prison Discipline which we have always attributed to the Local Inspector ; it is but us 1 
say, that the State of the Prison is as good as Circumstances admit, and as can be expe 
with the present Want of Room. ... t i. e 

On the Day of Inspection I examined a Plan for an Addition to the Building, 
radiating Principle, which had been submitted to the Grand Jury. It appears to me 
be desirable to adopt the Plan, as the Cost would amount to upwards of 6,0U » 

County would still have to look to ulterior Measures, as the Plan in question wou J 
means afford such Accommodation as would enable the Board of Superintendence o 
into effect the Provisions of the Prison Act. 
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The total Inadequacy of the present Prison is so entirely admitted that it is unnecessary North District. 

to dwell upon the Subject. The Point then to be decided by the Grand Jury is, whether ' 

it may be most expedient to build a County Gaol upon a new Site, or to erect a House of 
Correction in rear of the present Building : the former Plan must be preferred, but would be 
attended with a . much greater Expense. If the other Measure should be decided upon, it 
could be carried into effect for a Sum amounting to about the Medium between the Cost 
of the Addition already estimated and the Cost of a new Gaol, say 10,000/., to be advanced 
from the Consolidated Fund, and levied by Instalments of 250/. at each Assizes, until repaid, 
without Interest. It is calculated that a House of Correction, on such a Scale as would 
provide for legal Arrangements, and would be a final Measure, must contain 120 Cells ; it 
would require that the Site should be a little extended in the Rear beyond the 
present Boundary Wall, in doing which there appears to be no Difficulty ; the Plan to 
be on the Principle of Five single Rays, Three of which to be so arranged as to admit of 
the Principle of solitary Confinement ; the whole to contain Workshops, and all necessary 
Rooms for each Department, as the Law requires. The present Building would remain 
to receive Females and Debtors, King’s Evidences, &c. See. ; and it is conceived that the Front 
is capable of being rendered a handsome Ornament to the Town. A Plan formed on these 
Principles will be submitted at the Spring Assizes. 

I have left, with the Local Inspector, some Suggestions with respect to the better 
Management of the School. The Master appears to be competent, but the Prisoners are not 
brought to him as they should be, nor do the Turnkeys render the Assistance which is 
quite necessary. 

The Prisoners are unsupplied with Dresses ; this Defect is most unpleasant and most 
easily remedied in the Female Department ; and I trust that the Board may issue an Order 
for keeping up a System of uniform Female Dresses, which is done in almost every County 
Gaol. It is needless to dwell upon the Advantages of Instruction in Trades, and not 
confining the Work of the Prisoners to Stone-breaking, until the Gaol shall afford better 
Means for carrying on such an improved System. 

Bridewell at Lurgan. 

I found this Prison in good Order. 1 It contains a sufficient Number of Cells for Males 
and Females, with all other Accommodation for this Class of Prison. 



Bridewell at Market Hill. 

This small Prison does not contain the Apartments required by Law; it, however, receives 
but a few Prisoners, and they are reasonably well accommodated. All legal Bedding and 
Allowances are issued. 

Bridewell at Ballybot. 

This bad Prison has undergone no Change. I found it clean and regular. 



Armagh Lunatic Asylum. 

I had the same Satisfaction in visiting this Asylum which it has afforded to my Colleague 
and myself since the Period of its first Establishment, it being the first District Asylum 
which opened in Ireland in 1823. 

Since I last reported upon the Armagh Asylum the Number of Applicants for Admission 
has much increased. On my former Visits it was calculated that the Cases entitled to Ad- 
mission would fall very short of the Accommodation, after the accumulated Weight of 
Applications on the opening of a new Institution had been disposed of; whereas, after an 
Experience of Fourteen Years, the Local Commissioners have it now in contemplation to 
apply for an Increase of Building. The State of the Asylums is so satisfactory to us through- 
out our Inspection, and they are all so entitled to our Approval, that any Observations upon 
their general State, Mode of Treatment, and Effects, will come better in our General Report, 
under the Head of Lunatic Asylums , to which we refer, as likewise to our Appendix, Sche- 
dule B., in which the statistical Account, received on the Day of Inspection, is included for 
the Year ending 31st December 1837. 



County of Cavan Gaol. 

The Gaol of Cavan was favourably reported on by my Colleague in the last Year. I 
found the Prison in good Order, as he represented it, and as we have both stated it to be for 
several Years. The Object now to urge on the Consideration of the Grand Jury is the En- 
deavour to introduce extensively a more useful Employment of the Prisoners than that of 
Stone-breaking. It is doubtless a valuable Exchange from a State of Idleness, but no Prison 
in which the Classes learn nothing but to break Stones can be considered as having arrived 
at that Point in Prison Discipline at which the Board of Superintendence should stop. 
Trades which require Skill, not only return a Profit to the County, but they engage the 
Miud in such a Way as to produce positive moral Good. Wehave in our Inspections seen 
a degree of good Feeling and Satisfaction apparent even in the Countenances of Prisoners 
(85.) G 111 
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North District, in the Workshops which is not produced by a System of mere Labour ; and we feel confident 
t h a t in urging this Branch of Prison Discipline we are not only fulfilling the clearly ex- 
pressed Intentions of the Legislature, but promoting what will conduce to the Decrease of 
Crime and to the Peace of the Country. The Words of the Prison Act (Sect. 106) appear 
to attach a great Responsibility to the Conductors of County Gaols, as they leave no Dis- 
cretion. They enact that « Materials and Tools required for any such Works, and all 
Teachers necessary for the learning of any Trade , shall in like Manner be provided, and the 
Expense raised by Presentment as aforesaid.” I have recommended that an Officer of 
Steadiness and of some Experience now employed in the Gaol, and whose Knowledge of 
Prison Industry is not taken advantage of, should be at once named as Conductor of Works, 
and kept exclusively to that Duty. I propose no Increase to his Salary until the Fruits of 
his Labour shall establish his Claim to the Consideration of the County, and I have no 
Doubt that if a small Sum is placed at his Disposal to make a Commencement, lie will 
give a good Account of it. 

° I pointed out on the Day of Inspection some Alterations in the Apartments allotted to 
the Sick, to seclude them better and to increase Ventilation. Water-closets are much 
wanted. The Prisoners are uniformly clothed and well attended to by the Officers ; they 
are kept steadily to the Work of Stone-breaking, which is remarkably well carried on. 

There were so few under Sentence to hard Labour that the Tread-wheel, was only used 
for the Purpose of raising a Quantity of Water sufficient for the Use of the Prison. 

The Female Prison is particularly creditable. The Women are placed under an active 
and competent Matron well employed and separated in Classes; they occupy a detached 
Building, which is always desirable. There is indeed no Prison in which the Matron’s Charge 
is in a more satisfactory State ; the Uniformity of Clothing and perfect Cleanliness is 
striking. ... 

On "the whole I havfe much Satisfaction m visiting this County Gaol, and have no 
Suggestion to offer but on the all-important Subject of beneficial Work, and Instruction of 
Prisoners in Trades. 

Bridewells. 

I VISITED the Prisons at Bally Connell, Cootchill, and Bailcloroio , and have mudi 
Pleasure in reporting them all as in good Order. The Control of the Board of Superin- 
tendence of the County Gaols operates as a Check upon them; but much Credit is due to 
the Local Inspectors, the Parochial Clergy of the several Towns in which they are 
situated, for their Attention to them. They severally afford every requisite Accommodation. 
I inspected them without Notice, and found every thing in order. 



County of Donegal Gaol. 

This Gaol maintains the high Character which it has held for so many Years amongst 
the Prisons in the North of Ireland. The Board of Superintendence attend minutely to 
the interior Regulations, which are founded upon a comprehensive System of Bye Laws. 
The Board possess in the Rev. Mr. Clark, their Local Inspector, an Officer of distinguished 
Zeal and Ability, to which may be attributed principally the perfect State in which the 
Routine of Duty in the different Departments is conducted. The Inspector is, however, 
supported by good resident Officers. 

In Arrangement and Cleanliness the Gaol at Lifford presents quite a Model of every 
thing that the Prison Act prescribes. It is however to be lamented that the Accommo- 
dation is not sufficient to carry into effect that leading Principle of the Law', viz. that 
“a separate Sleeping Cell shall be afforded to every Prisoner.” But although Cells are 
wanted, the Corridors are at present so distributed according to the daily State of the Gaol, 
as to effect that Object as nearly as possible. 

The Prisoners are kept steadily to work, but principally to breaking of Stones. There 
are several Tradesmen at work at their Trades, but no regular System of Instruction o 
Prisoners, (young Persons in particular, as recommended by Major Palmer,) in Trades. 
In some Gaols already formed Tradesmen are considered rather as Teachers than merely 
as Workmen, and act according to the Spirit of the Prison Act (Section 106) ; and t e 
Boards endeavour, as Vacancies occur, to procure Tradesmen as Turnkeys ; a Plan whic i 
has produced great Benefit in extending the Workshops. ,, 

The System of Silence is established and carried into full Effect; the Punishment o a 
Breach of the Rule is the Withdrawal of Milk ; and the Number punished averages a 
One Person in each Day. , , 

The Female Prison is situated in the old Prison, in which the Classes are separated, an 
have ample Accommodation under a very competent Matron. , . 

There is no Tread-wheel ; the Persons under Sentence to hard Labour are employed 
breaking Stones, for which they receive no Allowance. Some Lunatics still remain i 
Lifford, and are lodged in a House which was formerly the County Gaol. 

Bridewell at Letterkenny. 

I found this Prison in very good Order, and supplied with all requisite Furniture, 
Bedding, &c. It contains ample Accommodation as a Quarter Sessions Prison. g r tf eice [l 
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Bridewell at Donegal. 

I found this small Prison extremely regular and clean ; the Prisoners supplied with 
every thing that the Act prescribes. 



County of Down Gaol. 

It is truly gratifying to inspect a Prison in which is to be seen not only the Liberality 
of the County in providing ample Accommodation, but a System of Prison Discipline com- 
prising every thing that the Law prescribes, and in which the moral Spirit of that Law is 
carried into full Effect. 

It seems to be the Study of the Governor to afford to the Inmates every Advantage 
of Instruction, and permanently profitable Employment of his Time and Ability, for which 
the Prison Act so humanely provides (Section 106). 

The School is conducted on the best Principles, and with evident Anxiety to render it 
beneficial'; and the Success is proportioned to the Care of the Teachers. Profitable Employ- 
ment is provided for every Individual who is committed, and those Works introduced which 
are likely to assist the Learner in his future Course of Life. Sufficient Skill in a Trade is 
imparted to any Person during a long Period, and many useful Country Works taught 
durinf a shorter Period of Imprisonment There were in Down Gaol on the Day of 
Inspection Sixty-eight Males at Work, Fifty of whom were employed at Trades, and but 
Eighteen at breaking Stones. 

The Female Side of the Prison affords much better Means of Classification than are 
usually provided, and there are Two competent Matrons, who conduct Two Classes each. 
The Women are well instructed, and kept to work in Spinning, plain Work, and Washing. 
Thirty were at work on the Day of Inspection. 

The System of Solitude is not nor can it be effected, but every thing is done which 
Circumstances permit to produce the same Effect There is a Rule of Silence during Work 
Hours, a separate Night Cell for every Individual, and the Breakfast and Dinner are taken 
in the Cells. Thus during Meal Hours (the most difficult Time to restrain Intercourse) 
the Prisoners are apart from each other and the Officers disposable for any other Duties. 

The Instances of real Improvement in the moral Character of the Prisoners discharged 
from this Gaol have not only had the Effect of lessening Re-committals in the County, but 
the System has produced much more extended Good in the way of Example. Several 
Governors of other County Gaols have visited Downpatrick for the Purpose of Improvement, 
and by that Means a great public Service has been effected; and I feel happy in expressing 
my entire Concurrence in the Opinion given by Major Palmer in his last Report, that this 
important Service is to be attributed to the high Qualifications of Mr. Rowan the Governor, 
and that such a System of reformatory Government requires in the conducting Officer, 
that sound Judgment, and benevolent Concern for the best Interests of every Person com- 
mitted to liis Care, which that Officer eminently possesses. If such Qualifications were 
more looked for in Appointments to the arduous Situation of Governor to a County Gaol 
throughout our Districts, we should soon see the beneficial Result, and the Spirit of our 
humane Laws carried into general Effect 

Bridewell at Newry. 

This very ill-planned and insufficient Prison continues unaltered. I found, however, 
ranch Improvement in the Manner in which it is kept since last Inspection. 1 understand 
that the Magistrates have it in contemplation to convert the Building into a Courthouse 
and to builda Bridewell on either Side. It would appear to me that the Prison would be 
better situated at the Rear of the Yards. 



County of Fermanagh Gaol 

I found the Gaol of Enniskillen clean and in good Order, with the Exception of a Want 
of Bedding, which in a Gaol so defective in Room is peculiarly felt. The Labour ot the 
Treadwheel, with Stone-breaking, occupied the Prisoners, .and prevented them trom be j 
in a State of total Idleness. With respect however to any System of Instruction in Trad®, 
or any other Means of reformatory Discipline, nothing has been attempted in this County, 
while in tile adjoining County I found almost every Person learning a useful 

Nothing to remedy tlris Evil can be done in the present State of the Accommodation. 
Ia the Male Criminal Classes in the Gaol the Statement made in 1836 was Tluity-six 
Cells and Tan small Rooms, containing Thirty Beds, for Committals, amounting ' to 1-0. 
The Number confined on the Day of Inspection in 1837 was 14 j. ere ar 
of Instruction, no Work-rooms, no Chapel, but Three Yards and gay-r^ 

Criminals. The Hospital so deficient that the Medical Officer had Five 

for Beds in it, for whom he had no Room ; there being Nineteen Sick in Two small Rooms 

It would be my Duty in ordinary Cases to suggest an Addition to the 
Arrangements, which might produce some Convenience, but my o D p ersua ded 
( 85 .) 



printed image digitised by the University of. Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



North Dislrict. 



28 APPENDIX TO SIXTEENTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 



North District. 



persuaded that no Advance which can deserve the Name of a beneficial System of 
Prison Discipline can be made, nor can the County judge of the Value of such a 
Svstem, until an Addition is built to the Gaol that will afford Cell Accommodation for at 
least Eighty additional Prisoners. An Outlay of about 8,000/. would execute a Work of 
sufficient Extent ; I therefore can recommend nothing short of such a Work, built on approved 
Prison Principles, nor could we consistently with Law do so; the Words of the Prison Act 
are as follows: (Sections) “a separate Sleeping Cell shall, if possible, be provided for 
« cverg Prisoner ; but as the Numbers may sometimes ’’(implying a Case of rare Occurrence) 
« fee greater than the Prison is calculated to contain under that Arrangement, a mall 
« proportion of Rooms shall be provided for the Reception of Three or more Prisoners.” 
This Enactment (widi the whole of Section 6) requires nothing but to be compared with 
the State of the Prison, in which on the Day of Inspection the. Numbers confined 
averaged Two Persons in every Bed in the Criminal Gaol, and Three in the Debtors Part, 
while in scarce one Particular, among the many included in the Section respecting the 
various Accommodations required, is the Act complied with. 



Bridewell at Newtown Butler. 

I FOUND this Prison in regular Order, but cannot avoid reporting that the whole Concern, 
Court-house and Bridewell, with the Yards and Ground in front, are by no means in that 
neat and finished State which would enable a Keeper to gain any Credit by it. And I have 
submitted the Necessity of gravelling and dressing the Yards, &c., painting the Wood and 
Iron Work, and improving the whole Establishment, which has certainly a neglected 
App earance. 



County of Kildare. 

Gaol at Naas. 

This Gaol maintains the high Character given of it in our Report of last Year, and is 
progressive in every thing that the Law prescribes, and that is calculated to produce 
the best Fruits of a System of sound Prison Discipline, viz. the present moral Improvement 
and future Welfare of the Prisoners. 

There is a separate Sleeping Cell for each Person. Every Male and Female is well 
employed during the Day, a Rule of Silence being so far established as substantially to cut 
off the Means of evil Communication among the Classes when congregated at Work 
and Meals. Trades are introduced, not only by the Employment of Tradesmen, but by the 
Instruction of new Hands. On the Day of Inspection very good Shoes were exhibited 
made by Prisoners who had wholly acquired the Art in the Prison, also some excellent 
Specimens of Carpenters Work, learned in the same Manner, as well as some of the Female 
Works, equal to any thing that I have seen in any public Establishment There were on 
that Day Forty Male Criminals confined, Thirteen engaged at Trades, Twenty-two in 
Stone-breaking, and Five in Prison Duties. The clear Profit on Trades, from Summer 
Assizes to ‘26th December 1837, has been 37/. 19s. 9d. ; on Stone-breaking 6Z. 11s. 4a.; the 
Outlay having been about 50/. < , 

I would submit to the Grand Jury the Consideration of a Subject mentioned m the 
Report of last Year, viz. the turning to better account the peculiar Circumstances of tins 
small County in having Two County Gaols, by rendering them available to a better 
System of Classification. The average Number of Prisoners at Naas may be taken at 
Sixty, that in Athy at Thirty. By the present Mode of Division there must be Two Classes 
of each Description of Male and Female Prisoners on the Criminal Side, whereas, fit e 
Classification was arranged according to the System pursued in Dublin, each rnso 
being confined to particular Classes, the Accommodation would go further ; and the mg er 
Description of Discipline would be applied to the whole, of the more important C asse=. 
To this Arrangement the State of Naas Gaol and Efficiency of the Governor anor an 
Encouragement. _ , 

I found the whole of this Establishment in a State of perfect Cleanliness and good r er . 
Prison Dresses are issued to the whole of the Female Class, and to a large Proportion o 
Males ; the Duties of the Turnkeys are well and judiciously distributed; and on t e \r 
the Inspection of this Gaol affords entire Satisfaction, and the Progress of retorma 
Discipline amply fulfils the Expectations held out by us to the Grand Jury at the lime 
determined to incur the great Expense of a new Building. 

Gaol at Athy. 

This is the Second County Gaol in the County of Kildare, and is used for a Cl f ^ 
District in the County. It consist of Five Yards, Five Day-rooms, and Thirty Ce s,^ e 
sufficient for the average Number confined ; affording a separate Sleeping Cell to eac • ^ ^ 
The Prisoners are all employed, chiefly in Stone-breaking ; but an Effort has been ™ 
instruct a few in Trades ; there is no Treadwheel. The Turnkeys act as benoo 
to their several Classes ; and the Females are carefully attended to by the Matron. 

The Prisoners are clothed in a Prison Dress, and the Diet economically, provi e • 

The Board of Superintendence meet regularly and conduct the Interior ot ^ 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON THE GAOLS, &c. OF IRELAND. 



29 



The Local Inspector, Governor, and Chaplains attend with Zeal to their several Duties 
as prescribed by the Prison Act. The Sick are carefully attended to by the Medical 

An Hospital should be erected, as there are only Two Rooms allotted to the Accom- 
modation of Male and Female Patients. A Laundry is wanted on the Female Side. 



County of Leitrim Gaol. 
Gaol at Currich-on-Shamon. 



Extract from Major Palmer’s last Report, (Fifteenth Report,) p. 24 : — “Major Wood- 
« ward’s Report for last Year is very unfavourable to this Gaol, arising chiefly from Want 
« 0 f Union amongst the Officers, and that Zeal which sacrifices all private Feelings for the 
« general Good of an Establishment. I am glad to be able to state, that it is the only 
« f ns tance in Ireland in which a Sense of Duty has in some degree been lost sight of. 
u 'Uie Board of Superintendence are fully aware of the Detail of all these Difficulties, and 
« will deal with them as they deserve, and insist on their Authority being respected and 
« their Orders obeyed. Without this all the Advantages derived from an official Inspection 
c anc j Report are lost, and that Emulation which is created in other Prisons will cease. It is 
« unnecessary that 1 should state here the private Feuds that exist in this Gaol, and their 
« Causes, which are known to the local Authorities ; but should the Board of Superintendence 
i. direct me to do so, I shall feel it my Duty to lay the whole before the Court of King’s 
« Bench. I trust, however, this will be unnecessary, and that the Board and Grand Jury will 
« by their Authority put an End to such discreditable Disputes as have been witnessed in 
« die i^t Year. The Board of Superintendence have always given their kind Attention to 
« the Interests of this Gaol, and on several Occasions had, I believe, fully succeeded in 
« establishing a sound System, assisted by the Local Inspector, the Rev. Mr. Percy, 
it w h 0 , it is°my Duty to state, is a zealous and good Officer; but Jealousy and internal 
« Discord amongst the resident Officers, producing an Unwillingness to co-operate with the 
Board and Local Inspector, I do not hesitate to say that no real moral Government will 
« exist till Harmony and good Feeling are restored.” The Terms of the Report from 
which the above is an Extract made me very anxious to visit the Gaol of this County 
prior to the Summer Assizes of this Year. I had the Advantage of meeting the Board of 
Superintendence, and found that the Evils alluded to which retard the Progress of Prison 
Discipline at Carrick-on-Shannon were wholly unremoved. The Board of Superintendence 
laid before the Grand Jury, at the Spring Assizes, a very strong Report, in winch they 
complained of the Insubordination which existed in the Gaol, but no Steps are taken in 
consequence. I united with the Board in a Second Report, to the same Effect, in which 
Report certain Measures were recommended, which, however, were not adopted. I he 
only Remedy which can have any beneficial Effect must be founded on the Principles which 
we have suggested; and as the Board and my Colleague have concurred with me in their 
View of the Circumstances of the Gaol, it is to be hoped, that we may ultimately succeed in 
impressing that View on the Grand Jury, in which we have as yet failed; and it is my Inten- 
tion to bring before the next Spring Grand Jury the Propositions which I made at the last 
Assizes, involving either the Superannuation of an old and respectable Governor, whom 
we consider as not equal to the Duties that ought now to be required of him, or the 
Appointment of a Conductor of Worhs. (See Fifteenth Report, p. 6.) _ . , 

The Female Department is very well attended to: the Matron is a respectable and 
efficient Officer, and I had much Pleasure in visiting Bus Side ot the Prison. The whole 
Gaol was very clean, and the Prisoners employed in Stone-breaking. 

I think it right to add my Testimony to that ot the Board and my Colleague, to the 
zealous and (so far as Circumstances permit) effective Services of the Local Inspecto . 



Bridewell at Manorliamilton. 



I found this Bridewell in clean and regular Order. flicks ^Bedding 

wanted, which I have requested Jl» H** if „ltwovemmt bv enclf ' 



I sapafie of great >y end-ngMde 

risters Room, and I recommend the Case to the Consideration of the Comity Surveyor. 



Ballinamore. 



This Prison contains every Acc ™”°£““°o^ 

Sit Contractor Requires to c “vhtlt 

made for a Sum necessary for that Purpose. 



. (85.) H 
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County of Londonderry Gaol 

I pound this commodious and excellent County Caol in high Order, most creditable to the 
Board of Superintendence and Officers. The Character of the Discipline of Londonderry 
Gaol can be oiven in one single Observation, viz. that every thing which the Law prescribes 
is carried into effect, with the Exception of the Enactments contained in the 106th Section, 
relating to the Instruction of Prisoners in useful Trades, which makes Provision without 
Reserve for the Supply of Materials and Tools as well as Teachers for that important 
Purpose. I saw some Tradesmen, Tailors and Shoemakers, at work, but no System has 
been established for the general Introduction of Manufactures, or for training new Hands, 
which is the true Principle of the Act, and has been attended with the most encouraging 
Results in many County Gaols. I would respectfully submit to the Grand Jury the serious 
Consideration of the Observations made upon this Subject in our Fifteenth Report, 
Pao-es 6 and 7, and would recommend as indispensable the Employment of an Officer as 
described in that Report, possessed of the peculiar Talent fitted for the Superintendence of 
Workshops of different Descriptions, and wholly confined to that Duty. The primary 
Object of Gaol Work is the future Benefit of the Prisoners. Ihe best Mode of Employment 
then is to instruct them in a Trade ; but there are also Works which have succeeded in pro- 
ducing Profit, and which require little Skill,— making Starch from Potatoes, pulverising Bones, 
and others which are enumerated in the Schedule of Trades in our Appendix. A Person 
capable of conducting Works may be had at so low a Salary as 70 1 a Year, and such an 
Officer would relieve the Turnkeys so much that One of their Number might be dispensed 

W1 The Prisoners in Londonderry Gaol are diligently employed in Stone-breaking, and 
placed under a Rule of Silence, carried into full Effect, and without any Severity. The Board 
of Superintendence allow a small Quantity of Meal and Milk as a Supper to the Men at 
work, which extra Allowance of Food is withdrawn as the Punishment of every Breach of 
the Rules. The System does not appear to depress the Minds of those subjected to it, and 
no Complaints are made. , , . , , , 

The Female Classes in this Gaol are very well attended to, instructed and employed 
in making Dresses, Needle-work, and Washing. The Matron appears to be an attentive 
and competent Officer, and an Assistant is allowed to her. . ... 

I have given to the Local Inspector some Suggestions respecting the Gaol bchooi, which 
I submit for Consideration. , . . 0 , 

Nothing can be more satisfactory than the cleanly and orderly State of every 1 art of the 
Establishment. Dresses are issued to the Prisoners, and kept m better Order and with 
more Uniformity than I have seen in any other County Gaol. The Local Inspector shows great 
Zeal in carrying the Regulations into effect, and is supported by an efficient Governor, 
and generally good Officers. 

Bridewell at Newtown Limavaddy. 

I found this small Prison clean and regular ; it contains but Two Rooms : the Committals 
however are few, and the Transmission to the County Gaol quick. 

Bridewell at Coleraine. 

This is an expensive new Bridewell, supplied with everything that the Law requires, and 
kept in good Order. 



Bridewell at Mayhcrafelt. 

I FOUND the old Prison in this Town as well as Circumstances permit, but am ^ a PPy “ 
state that the Grand Jury have made a Presentment for a better 1 rison, w c i 
will be completed before next Inspection. 

District Lunatic Asylum, Londonderry. 

I found this Institution in that State of good Order in which we have the Satisfaction to 
report all the Establishments of this Class. The Mode of Treatment in eac i 1S ? 
and the Success so much the same, that I need not repeat what I have said in our 
Report, under the Head of “ Lunatic Asylums,” to which I refer, as well as to e PF . & 
dix, Schedule B., in which the statistical Account received at the Close ot 

The following are the Observations submitted by the Manager on the Day of Inspect^ 
I quite concur with him in his Opinion, that it would promote the best lnteres 
Institution to purchase an additional Quantity of Land for Agricultural Emp oy 
“ Report of Mr. Cluff. 

“ In laying before you the present State of this Institution I beg to observe 
C! material Change has been made or contemplated since last Inspection, s t0 

“ some Parts of the Building had been altered, and the Accommodation ex en , ^ 

“ lodge 190 Patients, instead of 104, as originally intended. This is the. giea e ^ ^ 
5 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON THE GAOLS, &c. OF IRELAND. 



31 



« bat can possibly be received without erecting additional Buildings. In consequence of North District. 
“ j ncr ease in the Numbers a small Room has this Year been added to the 

' ^The* "Local Commissioners have a Negotiation pending respecting the Purchase of 
« T and • this I conceive would be highly desirable, as the Quantity of Ground at present 
ti ttached to this Asylum does not give Employment to more than Half the Number of 
« patients that should be occupied in Agricultural Labours; and no Substitute (that 
„ j am aware of) for that Description of Labour can at all compare with it, as a cheerful 
« and healthy Employment.” 



County of Longford Gaol. 

T pound this Gaol in very good Order. Since the Appointment of the present Local 
Tnsnector and Governor it has been gradually improving, and now requires nothing but 

Sore active Sytem of profitable Industry, and particularly a Compliance with the 106th 
Sec ton of the Prison Act, respecting Trades, and providing Teachers for carrying on and 
extending the same. If this Branch of Prison Discipline was accomplished Longford Gaol 
would rank among our best County Establishments. 

The Building affords ample Accommodation for securing a separate Sleeping Cell foi 
each Prisoner on the Male Side, which ought to encourage the Introduction of the System 

^nthf Female Side the Discipline is good; the Prisoners well clothed, and in a State 
creditable to the Matron; but there is a great Want of Classification. This Defect will, 
however, be remedied, as the Board of Superintendence have approved of a Suggestion for 
Inclosure of a small Yard, to be attached to the Day-room o the Second Class of 
Females • they have also approved of the Appointment of an Assistant Matron. 

There’ is aVadwheel in operation for the Execution of the Sentence of hard Labour. 
The poor Prisoner employed under the 104th Section of the Act, are as yet confined to 
Stone-breaking : this Work, however, gives general Employment, though not of the most 
desirable Description. 



County of Loutli Gaol at Dundalk. 

r^T^^SutedtofimWant 

for such M»an a. at which it was ordered that some immediate 
Sanction of the Grand Jury, that a Repoi r , , t0 t j ie Gaol, the Want 

Necessity of securing the Possession of a Piece of Ground ■ 

of which, if lost, would deprive the County o y d j f tl>e County of 

A Proposition has, however, since 2 e m m an Applica- 

Louth should propose to those of certain 0 e House of Correction for con- 

SSfe plo“"he ^ Secfiou of Wi^t A M = e 

are now pointed out in the Reports as the most , aa . con , pe tent Matron, who has been 
The Female Department of tins Gaol 18 P> a “ d °fStaio?of Rooms was 

much embarrassed by the Want of Power of Cl. ssificat om A ^ rcmedied . 

however arranged at the SpetnJ Meetm ^by wh e ^ „ itkoIlt Benefit, but 

Unless Females are separated in Classes mey mu 

incur moral Injury from their Contmemen r t v as in verv good Order, so far 

On the whole 1 cannot but report the Bno Princi les J Government and Employment 
as Advance has been made in introducing P - 0 f those Improvements 

of Prisoners ; and that the Authorities are “fthe Action, 

which can be made, and actively employed in pioviding the means 



Bridewell at Ardee. 

This small Prison is in good Order, as I BoardoVsupe^tendence of 
only sound Principle, vis. under the immediate Orders ot the d 
the County. 

5 (85.) 
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Town Gaol of Drogheda. 

North District. Having been obliged in former Reports to find fault with die Want of Order and Clean- 

liness in this small Prison, I was very much gratified to find it in every respect decidedly 

improved. I had nothing in particular to point out, with the Exception of some Articles of 
Clothing, which were much wanted, and which I ordered to be supplied under the Pro- 
visions of the Prison Act, Section 87. The Grand Jury have presented 1002. to erect a 
Treadwheel, and 20/. to commence a System of introducing Trades. There are, however, 
now (and frequently) in the Gaol, particularly in the Debtors Prison, Persons confined who 
can procure Customers and Materials in the Town, and who possess Tools, and only want 
Permission to work at their Trades. As Major Palmer in the last Year reported that the 
System of separate Sleeping Cells was interrupted by a Want of Bedding, it is right to 
observe that that Defect has been remedied, and I found each Prisoner lodged apart from 
others at Night. 

There is a Want of Work for Females, to which I should call the Attention of the Board 
of Superintendence. 



County of Mcatli Gaol. 

My Colleague in his last Report has expressed his Disappointment in finding that the 
ample and well planned County Gaol, which the Grand Jury have provided at so great an 
Expense, has not been turned to the Advantage which was contemplated, and which might 
as reasonably have been expected by them as by the Grand Juries of other Counties, in 
which they are more than repaid by the Credit which the County has derived, and the real 
Benefit which the Inmates have received, from the improved State of Discipline exhibited 
in their Establishments, and by the profitable Work which has been done in them. 

I am sorry to concur with Major Palmer in the Opinion which he formed; but as I mean, 
after the Lapse of some Months, to make a Second Report on the System, I confine myself 
to a few Observations, offered with a view to point the Attention of the Officers to the 
Subject to which they relate. 

First. — There has been no Success in discovering eligible Modes of Employment for the 
Prisoners, which can either interest them and produce moral Effect, or impart to 
them a Skill by which they can in future earn a Livelihood. On this Point along 
' v Experience has in our Minds thrown the whole Responsibility on the Officers. It 
is found by that Experience that it is by an Intelligence to perceive the Value of 
and a Disposition to promote the Object which is aimed at, together with an Energy 
that will encounter and surmount Difficulties ; that it is by such Qualifications 
alone in the Conductors of the System that Manufactures can become general in a 
County Prison; and I can see no Prospect of Success at Trim but by the Ap- 
pointment of a Master of Works* to take the entire Responsibility and Management 
of this Branch, leaving to the Governor the whole of his Time for the other Duties, 
which fall the more heavily upon him by the Loss of a Deputy Governor. On this 
Subject I shall, prior to the Meeting of the Board, submit some practical Suggestions 
through the Local Inspector. _ _ 

Second. — 1 shall only hint at the Instances of Disunion and Insubordination which 1 
perceived on the Part of some of the Officers, as I understand that that Evil, sub- 
versive of all good Order, is not likely to be again felt. 

Third. — Where the Work is confined to Stone-breaking it would naturally be an n- 
ducement to more than ordinary Attention to the School; whereas this Department 
I found in a very defective State, so much so that when I expressed a strong Opinion 
on the total Inefficiency of the Mode of Instruction adopted in the Chapel, e 
Schoolmaster with much Candour declared his full Concurrence in my Opinion- 
The congregating of the Classes in the Chapel for School is a *y T , 0UI1 i » 
entirely on the supposed Co-operation of the Officers of each Class; and 1 have e 
with the Local Inspectors some Suggestions on this Subject. • 

Fourth. — The Female Prison is still left in the Charge of the Matron, whose Un n - 
for her Duty has been reported by us every Year ; her Salary exceeding mat o 
Matron of any other County Gaol in Ireland. Pier Place is partly supphe y 
Daughter, who, if responsible, might be a proper Matron. The present Ai ra o 
ment, however, must ever preclude the Possibility of any spirited Lndeavou 
better the Condition and Habits of Female Prisoners ; and I most cordially rep e a> 
Colleague’s Recommendation, that the Matron maybe placed upon a retired A ovv 



* Upon a Second Inspection of this Gaol I found this Object accomplished, and the . Qn 

very encouraging State of Progress. The System of the School much improved ; no a 
in the bad State of the Female Class. 
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Bridewell of the County of Meath. 

The Bridewells at Navan and Kells are on a large Scale, containing Sixteen Cells in North District. 

ch ; they are placed on a Footing conformable to the Prison Act, and I found them in 

! r v 'food Order. I have made some Orders for Bedding under the 87th Section of the 
A c t 7 Geo. 4. Ch. 74., at the Desire of the resident Magistrates. 



Monaghan County Gaol. 

I FOUND this Gaol extremely clean and in good Order, so far as the System of reforma- 
tory Discipline has advanced. The Accommodation, which was reported Jast Year as suffi- 
cient for the Purposes of Classification and Discipline, (which must imply a separate 
Sleeping Cell for each Prisoner) at present falls short of that Object, as there are but 
Seventy-six Cells, with Thirty-seven Beds in other Rooms ; while the Number confined on 
the Day of Inspection was 114, a Number which must considerably increase before the next 
Assizes. The Maximum of Prisoners in 1836 was Ninety-seven, whereas there have been as 
hio-h a Number as 150 confined since the Commencement of 1837. 

°The principal Defect in the System is the Mode in which the Prisoners are employed ; 
no profitable Trades have been introduced which can in any way produce real Benefit 
to those employed, particularly to those to whom such Trades are taught in the Gaol. 
There is nothing to be seen but Stone-breaking. 

It would be vain to attempt the Introduction of a satisfactory System without some new 
Appointment. The Svstem of Workshops requires the Superintendence ofa skilful Person. 
On this Part of the Subject I would refer the Board to our Fifteenth Report, Pages 6 
and 7, and to the Schedules C. and G., Pages 51 and 56. From these Parts of the Report, 
compared with the Prison Act (Section 106), they would see that a qualified Conductor ot 
Trades is quite indispensable to give due Effect to the Enactments of the Legislature. 

In some of our Gaols such a Conductor is found in the Governor of the Gaol, who possesses 
a mechanical Turn, as in Down, Limerick, Waterford, and Clare. In other Counties the 
Grand Jury have adopted our Suggestion of appointing a distinct Conductor ol Works, 
under the 106th Section, the Terms of which are mandatory, Instruction in a irade being 
established as one (and the most important) of the public Rights of a poor Prisoner. 

I have left some Suggestions relative to the School. I would strongly recommend an 
Alteration in the Arrangement by which Turnkeys are moved from Class to Class , the 
best Opportunities for rendering an Officer really serviceable to his Class _are | lost : by it, 
and by confounding the Work of Turnkeys it prevents the Possibility of distingui shin g 
between good and bad Officers. If Officers are .permanently left with their own Classes 
the State of the Class will soon expose any Individual who is ineffective. 

Bridewell at Castle Blayney. 

This Prison, built on the semi-circular Plan, is quite sufficient for every Purpose prescribed 
by Law. I found it, as I have always done, extremely well kept and clean. 

Bridewell at Carrickmacross. 

I found this small Prison very clean and in good Order; but I think the Appointment 
of a married Man (who can be found in Monaghan Gaol) as Keeper quite mdispensa 
to good Order. 



County of Boscommon Gaol. 

The Gaol of this County is in every Branch of Prison Discipline much below 'Par in 
comparison with the other Gaols of this Province. In CeU Accommoda on n advan* tot 
Trades Evtent of general Employment, Establishment of Bye Laws, Books, Provisions, 
£ ;t\-;ie=?of ifegukrity ft iCpply, and System of messing and coofang Rule of 
Silence, Prison Dresses, Improvement and Classification of Fennil J7‘” Pointehave 

& S -itr" We have ’ 

The Want of Boom for separate Confinement is an Evil that no 
Night, a Point essential to the Penitentiary System, may be secured on the cmmctett Otoe, 



* An Officer has been since sent 

( 85 .) 



to Waterford for Instruction as Conductor of Works. 
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and as much further as Room will admit. In these Classes a Rule of Silence may be 
carried on, a Regulation of much Importance, but which it is obviously absurd to attempt 
in a Class in which Persons can converse at Night. 

Trades can be easily introduced if the Provisions of the Prison Act (Section 106) are 
strictly attended to, and Teachers of Trades, Tools and Materials are provided, as the Act 
directs in the plainest and most peremptory Terms. The Board are disposed to appoint an 
Officer skilled in promoting Work, as recommended in our Fifteenth Report (Page 6), whose 
Duty would be confined to the Direction of the Workrooms, and the Management of 
Materials and Work Accounts. It may be satisfactory to them to know, that between the 
Period of my Inspection of Sligo Gaol in 1835 and a Visit paid in June 1837, the System 
of Trades has extended through the whole Establishment, and that a great Proportion of 
good Work which I saw was executed by Prisoners who were exclusively taught in the 
Prison by other Prisoners. In some Counties much good has resulted from seeking for 
Turnkeys who had learned some Trade : they can easily be procured. 

I have recommended an Alteration in the Females Prison : the Yard can be divided, and 
a slied-roofed Day-room erected, which will provide for a Second Class. 

I feel every Confidence that a speedy Change will take place under die present Board ; 
they have now adopted and printed Bye Laws ; hitherto the Prison has been conducted 
without Bye Laws, than which no more clear Proof could be given that there was no 
System to be carried on, otherwise the Want of fixed Rules and Regulations must have 
been hourly felt. Even the present Work of Stone-breaking has been limited to Part of 
the Prison, from a Misconception of the Law. The Board will require to give a regular 
Superintendence to enforce their Bye Laws and to introduce new Ideas of Duty in an old 
Establishment. The Inspector and Governor have declared their Anxiety to promote the 
Improvement of the System, and if it is taken up with Zeal it will be found that when the 
first Discouragements are overcome a successful Result will be most rapid. 

Bridewells of the County of Roscommon. 

Athlone. 

This small Prison is very well kept. It contains the Separation of Sexes, and Accom- 
modations, and affords the Allowances to Prisoners which the Act requires. There is 
nothing wanted. • 

Boyle. 

This Prison is on a larger Scale than the other Prisons of this Class in the County. 
On my Inspection I gave Instructions, under the Eighty-seventh Section of the Prison Act, 
for a Supply of Deficiencies of Bedding. 



Castlerca. 

I was sorry to see this Prison not well attended to. The Keeper is an old Man, 
unfitted for his Duty. I found the Female Side of the Prison evidently (though he 
denied the Fact) appropriated to his own Use; and Pigs fed in the Prison, in violation 
of the printed Regulations posted in his Room. 

Strokestoum. 

This Prison is well attended to, but it is so badly planned that I strongly recommend 
the Execution of an Alteration, winch I sketched, and left with the Keeper, and by w icq 
greater Security will be gained. 



County of Sligo Gaol. 

This Gaol has since the Period of my last Inspection been placed in new GiMnnw&nce% 
by the Separation of the Offices of Governor of the House of Correction and of e r W 
Gaol. Some practical Difficulties occurred from this Change, but they have been rein0 ' ’ 
and the relative Position of the Two different Branches of the County Gao 33 . 

settled by a declaratory Order of the Court of King’s Bench. The Arrangemen 
consequence of this Order has lessened the Inconvenience arising from Want o 
modation. Still, however, a Reduction of Numbers ought to take place by the emo 
Lunatics to Ballinasloe, as every Part of the Building is required for the r . 
committed, and insufficient to afford to them that indispensable Groundwork o 
Prison Discipline, a separate Sleeping Cell to each Prisoner. p , _ i. 

I had much Satisfaction in seeing the interior Management of this Gaol improv 
beyond what I had anticipated. It has now arrived at' a high State of Improvemen _ ^ 
Instruction of Prisoners in useful Trades, and promises still further Progi ess. ' , ^ 
the Day of Inspection excellent Articles (Shoes in particular) which were ie - 
Prisoners who, prior to their Committal knew nothing of any Art. I strong y iec 
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rough Carpenters Work; it is of great Advantage to Farmers or Farmers Labourers to learn 
to make Farming Tools and Utensils, also Gates and Palings. 

Much Profit has been made in some Prisons by making Potato Starch and pulverising 
Bones. I should, however, particularly recommend the employing any Tailors, aided by 
Learners of that Trade, to make Prison Dresses, with a view to a general Issue to all, at least 
to all convicted Prisoners. I should wish to see it extended to all, as it appears to be so 
clearly a Right under the Act for Persons who are constantly employed. This System is 
carried into effect in Cavan; nothing adds so much to the Credit of a well-conducted 
I Establishment, and the Cost of mere Materials is but trifling. This Point I most particularly 
and earnestly recommend to the serious Consideration of the Board as necessary to 
complete Sligo Gaol. 

The Female Department was very much embarrassed by Lunatics, who were crowded into 
die Female Ward ; but this Matter has been arranged. The Matron is a very deserving 
Person, and the Board have given to her the Aid of an Assistant Female Officer. 

Bridewell at Ballymote. 

This small Prison has been always reported as in very good Order ; it contains the 
j Accommodation, Bedding, &c. required by the Prison Act. It is the only Bridewell in the 
County. 



County of Tyrone Gaol. 

! I found this County Gaol in a very improved State; the Board of Superintendence have 
been most anxious to place theSystemon thebestFooting, andhaveleftnothingunaccomplished, 
i excepting the Introduction of Trades, at least to any Extent, that affectgeneral good or enable 
a Prisoner to lay the Foundation, during his Term of ImprisonYnent, of future Industry and 
Comfort. On this Subject the Board bestowed much Attention on the Day of my Inspection, 
and Measures have been decided upon, from which, if carried into effect, a serious Change 
may be expected within a very short Time. It is but Justice to the Officers of the Prison 
to say, that in pressing this Point in every County Gaol in which Works of Art and 
Instruction therein are not established I have not often seen so general a Disposition mani- 
fested to undertake the Task as I found in Omagh, and my Expectations are sanguine 
respecting the Success which will very shortly appear. 

Some Members of the Board attended on the Day on which I inspected the Gaol, and 
approved my Proposal that an Officer (now in the Gaol) should be sent for the Purpose 
of being trained as Conductor of Works under the Governor of Waterford Gaol; andjf should 
think, that by being exclusively employed in that Branch of Prison Discipline his Services 
will be found valuable. 

The Female Prison at Omagh is very well conducted. The Women are placed in the old 
Gaol, classed, kept to work, and instructed. The School is carried on in the Chapel for 
Two Hours in the Morning. The Assistance of the Turnkeys as Teachers is essential 
to this System, and an Arrangement has been agreed upon for its better Arrangement in 
this Particular. 

The Order and Cleanliness of this Establishment cannot be surpassed. The Precision with 
which each Part of the Routine is conducted is very striking, and on the whole I have seen 
i no Prison more improved since last Inspection. 

It is to be lamented that die State of Crime renders the Gaol inadequate to secure at all 
Times the important Object of having every Prisoner confined at Night in a separate Cell. 
The Accommodation is, however, distributed in such aManner, according to the daily State, 
as to come as near as possible to that desirable Point. 

Bridewells of Dungannon, Stralane, and Clogher. 

The Prison at Dungannon is on a bad Plan, being built in die lower Floor of the Court- 
house. It is on a larger Scale than the others, and contains every Accommodation required 
by Law. The Supplies for the Support of the Prisoners are not conducted according to the 
Prison Act, Section 95, and we consider this as a Defect in the System. 

The Prison at Strabane is situated in the Court-house, and a badly planned Bridewell. 
It contains the Accommodation required, and is always well kept. 

The Prison at Clogher is a very well planned new Bridewell ; m every respect well 
conducted. I found them all clean and regular, and no Deficiencies. 



County of Westmeath Gaol. 

I found this Prison in a very improved State since last Inspection. It consists of Three 
Parts : — First, a semi-circular Building containing Eighty-eight Cells, mth Yards, Bay and 
Work Rooms, suited to Eight Classes of Male Criminals, together with a Ninth Division, 
into which the Board of Superintendence have now, at my Suggestion, removed the Pauper 
Debtors; the Total Numbers confined on the Day of Inspection being Sixty-four Criminal 

Cases, and Fourteen Debtors Second, a Marshalsea for Master Debtors, the Paupers 

(85.) “ g 



North District. 
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V ,1 nierie, being now separated :-and Third, a Prison for Females. The latter at present affords 
North District. nf Se ^ V a.t\on of the Female Prisoners into Classes, but the Board have directed that 

an additional Yard shall be enclosed, which will provide for that indispensable Object. 

When these slight Alterations are completed the Gaol may be reported as affording every 
Accommodation which the County or the Act of Parliament requires. 

The interior Remilations of this Establishment are good; a well-arranged System, pre- 
scribed by the Bye Laws, is carried into effect. There are Seven Turnkeys, whose Duties 
are allotted on a good Principle, distinct Responsibility being attached to each. These 
Officers are uniformly clothed, and conduct the Routine of their several Classes with 

^With inspect to the Employment of Prisoners, much is still to be done, and I would 
resoeetfully call the Attention of the Grand Jury to the Commencement of our Fifteenth 
Report (now in possession of the Board), andalso to the Terms of thePnson Act (Sect. 106.), 
in which it is peremptorily enacted, that “all Materials and Tools, as well as all Teachers 
necessary in the learning of any Trade, shall be provided, and the Expense thereof raised hy 
Presentment.” This is the great Object, tile Progress in which now principally distin- 
auishes one Prison from another, there being no Prison in which a State of Idleness is still 
continued There were several Tradesmen in the Gaol on the Day of Inspection, and by 
Exertion and Advance of a trifling Sum for Purchase of Materials, much might at once be 
accomplished The great Majority of Tradesmen now at work in County Gaols have been 
tmnhtm Prison, through the Medium of Turnkeys who are Tradesmen, and of Prisoners 
who have been bred to Trades. The younger Prisoners rapidly acquire a Skill sufficient 
to enable them either to earn their Bread, or at all events to do a great deal of useful 
Work for their Families. There is a Work-room for every Class in the semi-circular Gaol. 

The Prisoners are encaged in breaking Stones, which gives Employment, though not of 
the most beneficial Kind, but I trust on my next Inspection I shall see a great Change in 
this resDect It may be satisfactory to state that in one Northern Gaol 1 found, in 183o, 
the whole at work in Stone-breaking, and on a late Visit I found but Three Stonfrbreakers, 
the whole of the other Prisoners being engaged at Trades. If a Stimulus is given to tins 
Branch of Discipline there can be no Doubt of its Success under the present Inspector and 

Governor of the Gaol. . , „ , T , . . , , 

The School is regularly carried on in the Chapel for Two Hours in the Day, and the 
Progress of the Scholars is satisfactory. 

There are no Prison Dresses ; the Board have, however, consented to purchase them for 
One Class of the Females. 



Bridewell at Moate. 

This Bridewell contains the- Accommodation required by Law, and is kept m good Order. 
It is attached to the Quarter Sessions Court-house, and may be considered as the only Prison of 
this Class in the County, as the Persons committed at Athlone are lodged with the Keeper 
of the Roscommon Prison' in that Town, and a separate Charge for Maintenance made to 
the Grand Jury at Mullingar. 



SOUTH DISTRICT. 



County of Carlow Gaol. 

_ The Addition made to this Gaol hasprovidedAccommodation for the average Number of 

South District. Tim A Classificati ^Government, Schooling, and Employment are no 

on efficiently it must be attributed to the Want of Zeal or Intelligent = on <he Ita 

of the Governor and his Assistants. Mr. M‘Dowell, the Governor, has on many Occa 10 
proved himself zealous for the Benefit of the Establishment, but when veuly 
rior Regulations with those of our best Gaols I find it dement i , ^™lbrt the 
Method of enforcing the Rules, Irregularities occur, which, if : not and 

Prison into Disrepute, notwithstanding the Anxiety of the Board of Snpamte laint 
Grand Jury that their County Gaol should be managed on a sound System. A Co 
lias lately been made by the Police Magistrate in Carlow as to Negieet of Lis ^ ^ 

could not have occurred without Inattention, and the Governor should recollect ue 
responsible for the Acts of his Turnkeys. , f ■, i Character 

The Prison is, generally speaking, kept clean and orderly, and from » 0 f 

of the Governor as a humane and well-disposed Man, I trust no furth P 

^The average Number of Prisoners confined at once does not exceed beenmSe 
employed chiefly at Stone-breaking and the Treadwheel, and s ° me ^ x “‘ ufied Turnkey ; 
to introduce Trades. A good School is kept Two Hours each D ‘l and are 

and tlie Female Classes are attended to under the Care of a qualified ma 

^C^“£pital and Chapel; the Books are carefully kept, and the Diet and 
Furniture of the Gaol economically provided for. -n- 



The 
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The Board meet monthly to settle the Accounts and regulate the Prison, as the Law 
directs, and the Local Inspector, Chaplains, and Medical Officers attend to their various 

^ The Yards all require another Coat of Gravel, and a general Prison Dress is required 
by Law for the Criminals. 

I have also recommended an additional Turnkey to be employed by the Board. 

District Lunatic Asylum. 

This provincial Asylum for lunatic Poor is admirably well managed, under the Super- 
intendence of the Local Board, by Mr. M'Caffrey, who is a zealous and intelligent Officer. 
The Inmates are treated with the utmost Kindness, without unnecessary Restraint ; every 
Individual capable of Employment is at work, chiefly in Field Labour but Weaving and 
other Trades are going on, by which the Inmates are all clothed, and the usual Results are 
produced of a fair Proportion of cured and convalescent Cases. 

The Female Classes are attended to by the Matron, whose Care and Attention to all her 
Duties is manifest in the general Cleanliness of the Establishment, and the Sick, as well as 
the Disease itself, are treated with constant Care by the Medical Officer. 

The small Asylum in Kilkenny supported by Grand Jury Presentments is still occupied, 
and the Authorities continue to decline sending the Patients to this Place. Some Addition 
of Ground and Buildings are necessary to enable the Board to accommodate all the Insane 
and Incurables of the District, and as these Additions have been made by the Asylums in 
Belfast and Limerick, I beg to submit them to the Consideration of the Local Board. 

The State of the Asylum is as follows : — 





Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


In Asylum 1st January 1S37 


76 


52 


128 


Admitted to 30th December 1837 


2*2 


30 


52 


Total - 


98 


82 


180 j 


Discharged cured in above Period 


~ 


16 


32 1 


Ditto relieved - 


1 


0 




Died - - - 


3 


7 


10 


Remaining in Asylum 30th Dec. 1837 - 


78 


59 


137 


Total - 


98 


82 


180 



The clear Profits from the Ground, consisting of about Five Acres, 'is this Year 1377. 4s. 6d, 
proving that if more Ground is purchased the Expense would be repaid in Time. By the 
Arrangements made by the Manager he has been enabled to receive Fifty-one Patients 
more than the Building was erected for, by placing several Incurables in one large Room ; 
but this is only a temporary Relief, and additional Buildings are required. 



County of Clare Gaol at Ennis. 

I have visited this Gaol twice within the current Year, and it is always gratifying to see 
die continued Order, Cleanliness, and Discipline preserved, and to refer to the early 
Example set by it to other Prisons. To the Support given by the Board of Superinten- 
dence at all Periods to the Governor, Mr. D’Arcy, and to the persevering Zeal and In- 
telligence of this Officer, and the Liberality of the Grand Jury in providing the necessary 
Funds, is to be attributed the uniform and steady Discipline of this Prison. All the 
Improvements recommended have been adopted and enforced with Spirit, and any existing 
Deficiency arises solely from the Want of Accommodation in Cells and Work-rooms, which 
the County are ready to provide as soon as the legal Forms can be gone through, and 



the best Plan arranged for adopting Improvements suggested by the Experience oi those 
acquainted with the Prison Department here or in England.^ The Grand Jury having 



advertized for Plans to add another Story to the Gaol, I attended the Board, and satisfied 
them that such an Addition would never answer the meditated Improvement in GaoL 



Ulill bLH.il ail AUU111U11 WUU1U licit* . V. — . 1. , , , . 

Discipline in England, viz. by separate Confinement in large Cells, where each should work 
and -l— l-u: -) Communication with other Prisoners. This is practised in America 



and sleep, holding no Cyniniuiiiuauuii mm t . 

and Glasgow with good Effect, and so strongly recommended by the Report ot the Engusu 
Inspectors General of Prisons, and approved of by Government, that I submitted to the 
Board to abandon their proposed Addition, and adopt a separate Wing, provt ng ix y 
i MOV Cells of proper Size. The Plans were consequently for die present laid aside, and 1 
j have no Doubt the Grand Jury will adopt the speediest and best Course to secure UieAoeom- 
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South District. raodation required ; and Is hall be ready to assist any Architect they appoint, to give for 
. Effect to the. Wishes of the County. 

It only remains for me to report the present State of the County Prisons, and suggest any 

minor Improvements for Consideration. 

The Prisoners are classed by Day, and attended to by qualified Turnkeys, who instruct 
them, exclusive of a good Schoolmaster; there is also a Sunday School. The Treadwheelis 
in Operation for hard Labour. A considerable Degree of Silence is obtained by constant 
Inspection. A few Trades are already taught, and Arrangements made to increase them. 
The Prisoners are all clothed at a moderate Expense, made in the Gaol, and the Females, 
in Two Classes, are carefully managed under a well qualified and zealous Matron, who 
employs and instructs them. There is a Laundry. 

The Board meet monthly. Good Bye Laws are established. The Diet is economical 
and o-ood, dressed by Steam. The Books are carefully kept, and there is a sufficient 
Hospital, carefully attended to by the Medical Officer, and a small Chapel. All the Male 
Prisoners sleep in Cots. . 

There are only Seventy-four Cells for an Average of 130 Criminals. 

Bridewells. 

There are Four minor Prisons in this County for the temporary Accommodation of 
each District, viz. Tulla, Six-milc-Bridge, Kilrush, and Ennistymon. I found them all clean and 
well kept, and under the Care of Mr. D’Arcy, who periodically visits, by the Board’s Order ; 
they will continue to improve. The pauper Prisoners are fed, and the Registry attended to. 
Some levelling of Ground is required in Yards at Kilrush, and better Sewers at 
Ennistymon and Six-mile-Bridge. 



County of Cork Gaol and House of Correction. 

This extensive Establishment has frequently been put forward by us as an Example to 
others for Neatness, good Order, and Regularity, and it continues to exhibit a sound and 
creditable System in all these Particulars. 

The Zeal and Attention of the Governor and all the Officers in their several Situations 
is obvious, which procures a willing Obedience from Prisoners ; and whenever constant and 
profitable Employment for every Individual is added to the System, I know of no Gaol 
in Great Britain that would exceed it in Conformity to the Law. The Board of Superin- 
tendence continue to control the general Management of the County Prisons, without 
which no Authority exists to regulate them. Their Interference also in the Bridewells of 
the County has effected a uniform System of Discipline in them, which Example is now 
gradually following in other Counties. This, with the valuable Aid of the Local Inspector 
to regulate the interior Economy, and see thattheDuty is performed, establishes a Foundation 
for at once executing any Improvements that may be suggested in the present State of Gaol 
Discipline which may be expected. , 

From Major Woodward’s Report last Year I was led to expect a new Arrangement lor 
general Employment in the County Gaol, but as yet nothing material has been done. When 
the Advantage of what has been effected this way at Clonmel House of Correction, and County 
Waterford Gaol, is better known, I do not despair of yet seeing much of the Expense in a 
Prison repaid to the County by the profitable Work of Prisoners. 

There is sufficient Accommodation in Day-rooms, Yards, and Cells for the aveiage 
Number of Prisoners: there are 158 Cells, and a well managed School is carried on by tie 
Turnkeys of each Class, and a good Code of Bye Laws in force. , , 

The Six Female Classes are managed under the Care of a well qualified Mation an 
Two Assistants ; they are all clothed and employed at various Works, and the whole ys em 
highly creditable to the Matron and the County. , • 

The Books and Registries are carefully kept. There is a good Chapel ; and the ie 
carefully and economically provided. _ . , . 

I -would suggest to the Board and Grand Jury the Necessity of increased . 
Accommodation for Males and Females in a separate Building, and also the Ina o 
mixed Diet, which is found more economical than Bread Diet I would also recomm 
Gaol Dress for the Prisoners in the Sheriffs Gaol, and when practicable to arran D 
future that no Turnkeys Families shall reside in the Prison. . , i 

The Board of Superintendence held a Meeting on the Day of my Inspection, a 
into consideration my Suggestions. , . r .i ie 

The House of Correction attached to this Gaol is also admirably well managed, u 
Care of Mr. Grace the Governor, whose Habits of steady Discipline, unite *\.£ e( j t0 
Treatment to the Prisoners, appear to me to point him out as a Person highly qua ^ ^ 
conduct an extensive Gaol on the best Principles. I consider him much , Q ran d 

Qualifications, and the Duty he performs, at 80 Z. per Annum ; and if the Boai a a 

Jury agree with me as to his Merits, I would submit for favourable Cons e 
reasonable Addition. , . . t0 jj ea r 

This was so understood by the Board on his Appointment, and I do not , esi ^ an y 
Testimony that in my Opinion he deserves Encouragement, and is qualine 
Gaol Appointment in the Kingdom. There 
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There is sufficient Accommodation in Cells, Day and Work-rooms. The Prisoners are all 
employed, clothed, and receive School Instruction. The Treadwheel, pumping Water, 
Quarrying and breaking Stones are the chief Works, but some Progress has been made at 
Weaving', Shoemaking, Tailoring, and Tin-work ; and if the Governor is encouraged to 
proceed with them, I have no Doubt of the final Success of the Plan in improving the 
moral Character of the Inmates, and repaying the County. 



Bridewells. 

The Bridewells in this County are well attended to under the Care of the Board, their 
Accounts examined, and the Keepers inspected annually at Cork; and these minor 
Prisons are consequently in excellent Order. The following Bridewells are kept clean 
and well attended to : — Bandon, Bantry, Clonakilty, Dunmanway, Fermoy, Kanturk, 
Macroom, Mallow, Middleton, Mitckelstown, Roscarbery, Skibbereen, Milstreet, and 
Kinsale. Cove Prison has not legal Accommodation, and is quite unsuitable for the Wants 
of the District ; a new Bridewell should be erected. The Corporation of Youghal having 
neglected after so many Years to build a Bridewell, we are now obliged to submit to 
Government that the old illegal Tower now used as a Prison should be abolished, under the 
Ninetieth Section of the Prison Act. 



City of Cork Gaol. 

Since the last Year’s Inspection this Gaol has lost the valuable Services of the Local 
Inspector, by the Death of the Rev. Mr. Quary ; and the Governor, Mr. Walsh, a very old 
public Officer, has also died. Their Places have been, 1 think, judiciously filled by tire Board of 
Superintendence. Mi*. Perry, the Local Inspector, appears very intelligent and anxious to 
inform himself on the various Duties of the Office. Mr.F.Murphy has succeeded as Governor. 
Having been long acquainted with his Services as Keeper of the Government Depot in Cork, 
I have every Reason to expect zealous Exertions to improve the Discipline of this large 

Much is required to establish a System of Discipline which can be called practically 
sound, including useful and profitable Employment for every Prisoner, Schooling, and 
moral Instruction, Silence and total Preclusion of Intercourse amongst the Prisoners, a 
separate Cell for each Criminal at Night, with constant daily Inspection by the Governor 
and well-chosen Assistants, so as to preserve perfect Order and Obedience, and at the same 
Time to satisfy each Inmate that however restrained by wholesome Regulations a great 
Interest is taken in his Welfare. It requires no small Degree of lact and Intelligence to 
obtain these Ends, and I trust this Gaol will soon begin to exhibit a Scene of Industry and 
moral Discipline worthy of Example. Hitherto this Prison has been kept remarkably clean 
and regular, but no Attempt has been made, from various Causes, to establish the System I 
have submitted. Alterations and Repairs are now going on, and have for Hie last Two 
Years presented Improvements, but in a few Months I trust we can commence Reformation, 
and that the Grand Jury and Board of Superintendence will give their usual Support and 
Concurrence for so desirable an Object. , . ~ n *\> a 

If properly divided, this Gaol contains nearly sufficient Accommodation for all t e 
Purposes proposed, and I would submit that the top Story at the Fema e 1 
transferred to the Male Prison, and that as many of the younger Prisoned „ bv 
be instructed, as in Waterford County Gaol, in profitable and useful f ^ 

Turnkeys, who should never be absent from their Class except at Meals, when each Prisoner 
might get his Food in his Cell. , , . . • „„ Tnmlrm ■ 

There is a good Treadwheel, and some School Instruction is S IV Y r p jg 0 ’ 
but the Bye laws are not yet fully established, and there is no S e much Economy 
Clothing. The Diet is Bi*ead and Milk, from Want of a Steam 

would Ee secured by altering the Diet to Oatmeal and Potatoes There „ a good 
separate Hospital, and a well divided Chapel, and the Books are cwMly kept 
The Females are partially employed and clothed This Department W.B the 
Attention the Governor can give" to make it creditable, to the ™Xe “ ' Zn 

appointed, hut some Alterations in tire System pursued must he adopted before we can 

XS& enough to meet me, and wannly entered into all the above Views 
of Prison Discipline. 



City of Cork Bridewell. 

This small Prison or Watch-house is kept by the City for the Magistrate^ to 

keep Persons confined for further Examination and premms to i <>nnntl*h to the uy 
Gaol, It is found useful and indeed absolutely necessary for the !*«<£*• ^ ^ 
legal Arrangements are made for separating the Sexes. The pauper Prisoners are ted, ana 
the Cells and Rooms kept as clean as Circumstances admit oi. 



( 85 .). 
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Lunatic Asylum in Cork House of Industry. 

This extensive Asylum is the largest in Ireland for lunatic Poor, and when it is 
considered that it is supported by County and City Presentments (not enforced by Law), 
and some private Subscriptions, and consequently erected and added to at different Periods, 
it is admirable for the System and Regularity with which it is conducted, the Provision made 
for these poor Creatures under such Circumstances and Funds, the Kindness with which 
they are treated, and the general Absence of Restraint. The County and City are 
indebted to Div Osburn’s Zeal and Intelligence on this Subject for the orderly State 
of the Institution, and their Support given to this Asylum is highly creditable to 

can not but again submit that it may be made a legal District Lunatic Asylum, under 
the Act of Parliament, when there could no Doubt arise by any Accident as to the proper 
Funds being regularly supplied, a sufficient Quantity of Ground obtained for increased 
Buildings and Employment, with such a regular Supply of Clothing and Blankets 
and the°Means of Classification so necessary to the Care and Comfort of such Objects. 

There were confined at my Inspection 376 Patients, as follow : 

Quiet and convalescent 
Actively insane 
Idiots and Epileptics 

376 

Out of them, 195 were employed in cleaning the House and other Works. The last Year’s 
Expenditure amounted to 4,90GZ. 14s. 9 d., and the Average Cost per Head, 13/. 5s. 3 d. 

Half an Acre of Ground has lately been taken, and if the Funds would permit, less than 
Twelve Acres would not answer to give healthy Employment to the Inmates. A new 
Building is now nearly finished, to contain Sixty Patients. 

There are 200 Cells, exclusive of some Sleeping Rooms, but there is not sufficient 
Accommodation in Yards, Cells, or Day-rooms for such Numbers. The Manager is an 
intelligent and valuable Officer. ...... - , , 

I visited the Poor in the House of Industry, and was much gratified with the Order and 
Regularity of this extensive Poorhouse. 

the School and Hospitals were remarkably neat and well attended to. 1 here were 
1,234 Paupers in this House, out of which 430 were usefully employed. The annual 
Charge of each per Head is 4/. 13s. 6d., including all Expenses, Salaries, Rents, Diet, 
&c., &c. 

Private Asylums. 

I VISITED Dr. Osburn’s and Dr. Bull’s private Asylums near Cork, and am quite satis- 
fied no Abuse exists, and that the Patients are carefully and kindly treated in every 
Particular. 



- 122 

- 104 

- 150 



County of Galway Gaol. 

This Prison of this County Gaol, as to Cleanliness, good Order, and Discipline, is highly 
creditable to the Officers. An effective System has been established within the ast wo 
Years by the zealous Efforts of the Local Inspector and Governor, which requires on y 
Support of the Grand Jury in providing Accommodation and Funds to enable ‘ e ® , 
make this Prison rank amongst the first for the moral Government and Improvemen o 
Inmates, tending materially to lessen Crime, and prevent Criminals considering tie L 
as a desirable Residence. I have every Reason to believe that the Grand Jmy an 
of Superintendence are very anxious to forward those great Objects, and 1 trus a ‘ 
Year will not elapse without obtaining additional Accommodation and Employmen 
Prisoners. , . l -fted t0 

I met the Board of Superintendence at my first Inspection this Year, ana su r 

them the Advantages obtained in some other Prisons by appointing an Officer as as* > 
whose Duty it would be to keep every Inmate at work; and at their Request we s 
a Person instructed in this Duty, as an Experiment, and if successful, as it is in ^ t0 
of Waterford Gaol and House of Correction at Clonmel, the County will have 
be pleased with their liberal Adoption of this Plan, even as a Matter of J^ononi) ■ ^ ; n 
Support we received from the Local Inspector and Governor by zealous °'°P e ^ an _ 
this is very creditable, without which no extensive Improvement can take p ac 



It only remains for me to report the State of the Prison, and to submit what is 
wanting for Consideration. / . T rpn uiresa 

There are only Ninety-one Cells for an Average of 140 Prisoners, yet the H wefe 

Cell to each; fifty additional Cells at least should be built. Some few 1 s j punds 
employed, but the Taskmaster will remedy this Evil as soon as Work-roo are 
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re provided. There is a good School, and a considerable Degree of Silence is practised in 
tiie Classes. The Female Classes are clothed, and attended to by a qualified Matron and 
Turnkey, but a Laundry is required. The Treadwheel is employed for hard Labour 
Prisoners, but there is no regular Prison Dress, which is required by the Act, and enforced 
with Economy and Usefulness in the neighbouring County Gaol at Ennis. 

A new Steam Kitchen is almost ready, and will prove economical in the Diet. 

There is a good well divided Chapel. The Hospital Accommodation is sufficient. The 
Books and Accounts are regularly kept, and the medical Officer and Chaplains attend to 
their various Duties. 

A Plan for Additions on the Penitentiary System will be laid before the Grand Jury 
when required, as an Architect has viewed the Ground, and the Rev. Mr. D’Arcy is 
prepared to satisfy them how it can be effected by Economy and Benefit to the 
County. 



Bridewells of the County of Galway. 

The minor Prisons of this County, used for temporary Confinement previous to 
Transmission to the Gaol, are as follows: — 

| These Four Prisons are in Quarter Sessions Towns, and have 
legal Accommodation for Ten or Twelve Prisoners in each. 
The Keepers are attentive in each, the Registry kept 
regularly, and the pauper Prisoners are fed. 

{ Has only Two Rooms or Cells. It is kept clean, and answers 
the Purpose of a Lock-up House for the Magistrates, but it 
is 



Loughrea - 
Tuam 
Clifden 
Eyrecourt 

Woodford - 






is not a legal Bridewell. 

This Bridewell is in a dilapidated State; contains only Two 
Cells, One Room, and One Yard, and has no legal Accom- 
modation equal to the Wants of the District; a new Prison 
should be at once erected. 

This Prison is utterly illegal in Accommodation, and cannot 
properly be contiuued in use. There are only Two small 
Rooms, and One of them not being safe, I found the Male 
and Female Prisoners together. Such a Circumstance is 
unprecedented in Ireland, and I trust the County Grand 
Jury will remedy the Evil, by building new Bridewells in 
Ballinasloe and Gort. 

I beg to submit for the Consideration of the Grand Jury the Suggestions of 
Major Woodward in last Year’s Report, that the Board of Superintendence should take 
charge of the Bridewell in the County, connect the Keepers with the County Gaol, and 
obtam fire Aid of a resident Member near each Bridewell to report what is necessary, and 
obtain a Presentment at the Assizes to put them in perfect Order. _ Such an Arrangement 
recommended by our Officer has completed the Bridewell System lit Corlt, Clare, Queen s 
Comity, and many others. The County Local Inspector or Governor of the tool visits 
each occasionally, and corresponds with us. The Rev. Mr. EPArcy, ou ’ 

most anxious to co-operate in this important Duty, and would visit t e u e\ 
report to the Board free of any Expense to the County, except _ his travelling, and 
this Trifle is amply repaid by the Economy and good Order arising from t. 1 be 
again to submit this Plan to the Grand Jury, and that a Presentment shoul I be a, .once 
made for new Bridewells in Ballinasloe and Gort, as they are now not only illegd Races 
for Confinement, and reported so by us for many Years, but must necessarily ^ aM*h«b 
under the Ninetieth Section of the prison Act, - a Step which has not been hitherm taken 
by the Government, to avoid Inconvenience in the District till new ones weie erected. 



District Lunatic Asylum, Ballinasloe. 

Considerable Additions and Alterations are making in this Asylum, a view 
increased Accommodation for tire Wants of the District. Thrs occasions, some 

Derangement of Classification, and Deficiency in that Neatness and l O.dei wlirnh at 
all Times is exhibited in this and other District Asylums in Ireland , 1 kJ'SI 
Deficiency in the zealous Exertions of the Manager and Matron to 
»»„, with Economy and Benefit to the Inmates, and the Res, fit has been ‘ ^enable 
Proportion sent out cured and convalescent The Absence o u - ^ , exhibit a 

Employment of those able to work, and the kind Treatment to a , 

““TeSoffice, visited the Institution with me, he is a zealous and 
intelligent Officer, and takes much Interest in the Treatment of Lunatic. J consulted^ 
on the Sixteen new Cells now building, and he agrees with me a -7 Ventilation and 
for the Cure or Comfort of Lunatics or incurable Pattents, from , nQ Q p 

the Doors opening to the Yard, without Protection from ie under the Level of 

beating them. The Four new Day-rooms for Incurables are dark, and under the Let ^ 

(85.) L 
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Soulh District. the Ground some Feet. It is much to be regretted these Plans were not sent up t0 

’ Government for Approval previous to commencing, as something must be done to remedv 

the Evil. There is not sufficient Fall for the Sewers to empty themselves. Additional 
Ground is required for the healthful Occupation of the Inmates, as about Four Acres are 
too wet for. Cultivation. 

The following is the State of the Asylum for the last Year : — 

Males. 

In the Asylum 1st January 1837 88 

Admitted within the Year 1837 - - - 59 

147 

Dischai-ged cured and relieved - - - 20 

Ditto unimproved ----- 1 

Died - 16 

Remainining in Asylum 18th December 1837 - 110 

147 

There are 160 Cells available for Patients; a few have been admitted by the Board for 
Payment, which is questionable Policy in a Pauper Establishment, as, if proceeded on to any 
Extent, the Rooms would be occupied, to the Exclusion of the destitute. 

Town of Galway Gaol. 

This new Prison, though not yet given up by the Contractor, has now been occupied for 
many Months, but is by no means as yet arranged under a sound System of Classification 
and Employment, arising from tlie Want of Funds to provide the necessary Furniture and 
Materials for Work. Several Blankets and Bedsteads are still wanted to occupy the Cells, 
and frequently Three and Four sleep in a Cell, and others are empty. Under these Cir- 
cumstances, a Report on the State of Discipline pursued would be useless, as none of the 
Objects are as yet attained for which this new Gaol was erected. 

I trust another Year will not pass without the Board of Superintendence taking up the 
Subject of establishing a System, which we can only recommend, but have no Power to 
enforce. The Officers are attentive to their Duty, so far a? they are furnished with Means, 
and the adjoining County Gaol furnishes an Example of how much can be done by zealous 
Officers, when supported by the Board of Superintendence and Grand Jury. Without 
minute Classification, constant Employment, moral Discipline, and a good School, nothing 
can be effected beyond safe Keeping. 

I feel confident the Board will not permit this Town Gaol to remain as it is. 

There are Forty-nine Cells, and sufficient Accommodation for the average Number of 
Prisoners if all were occupied, and the Prison is kept clean and regular ; but there is no 
Employment or School, and consequently moral Discipline is impracticable. 

There is a small Treadwheel, and the Females are classed, but also without Schooling or 
Work. The Expense of a Matron and Female Turnkey is incurred. 

There is no Gaol Clothing for Males or Females, and many of the Prisoners are almost 
naked. . 

The Bye Laws have not yet been established. The Hospital is not furnished, or indeed 
finished, and the Steam Kitchen not built : that would enable the Board to establish the 
mixed Diet instead of Bread, and prove a considerable Saving to the Town. 

The Books are carefully kept, and there is a good Chapel, some Painting and Glazing are 
much wanted. 

A Vacancy has occurred by the Resignation of the late Local Inspector, and Dr. Blake 
has been appointed by the Board of Superintendence, who awaits the Approval of the 
Grand Jury at the next Assizes. I cannot but submit to their Consideration the Importance 
of that Office in the future Regulation of the Prison ; and I would trust whoever they may 
appoint will be qualified to conduct the Details of Duty and interior Economy of the Esta- 
blishment with Advantage to the County. The future Interests of this Gaol will greatly 
depend upon the Choice at this Period of an intelligent and zealous Local Inspector ; and 
trust the Grand Jury will attribute my saying thus much to my Zeal for the Department. 
Dr. Blake necessarily attended me in my Inspection, and appears to be an intelbgen 
Officer, and disposed to obtain Information on his important Duties. 



Females. 

57 

48 

105 



16 

2 

7 

80 

105 



County of Kerry Gaol at Tralee. 

Since the Additions have been made to this Gaol, we have had repeated Opportunities 
of reporting our Satisfaction at the Cleanliness and good Order of the Prison, the 
Absence of any Abuse, and the Zeal and Attention of the Governor and Officers to 
various Duties, under the Guidance and Control of the Rev. Mr. Hurly, the Local msp 
4 
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who gives much Time and Attention to the interior Economy and moral Government of 
this Institution. We are anxious to add to this State of Things in the County Gaols a 
System of Employment calculated to improve the Habits of Prisoners after leaving the 
Prison, at the same Time that it would repay the Grand Jury the Outlay, even with Profit. 
The Attempt has been made in the County of Waterford and Tipperary with Success, and 
is in Progress in some others. I trust the Grand Jury of this County will give it a Trial ; 
iuid if pursued with Zeal by a competent Workmaster, I have no Doubt of ultimate Success. 

I know of no other Means of bettering the Condition of the Criminals of the Kingdom. I 
admit there is much Difficulty in introducing Trades into a Gaol in Ireland, but it has been 
found practicable by Experience, and profitable, in Glasgow and America. 

The Accommodation for Male Prisoners is nearly sufficient in Day-rooms and Cells ; but 
die chief Work carried on at present is Stone-breaking, as the Treadwheel is out of Order. 

\ School is conducted in each Class by tne Turnkey, and the National School Books have 
been purchased for this Purpose. The Liberality of the Grand Jury has provided sufficient 
Turnkeys to carry on any Discipline required ; and were some of them Tradesmen much 
jj Work could be taught by them. 

The Female Department is much confined as to Room, but is conducted with great Zeal 
; by a highly qualified Matron, and the Inmates are instructed and employed; some 
Clothing is required for them, which the Local Inspector will provide. I would submit to 
die Board that a Prison Dress, as now given with Advantage in many Gaols, may be 
issued. It is considered economical in the County of Clare, and employs many Prisoners in 
! preparing it. 

The Hospital Accommodation is not sufficient, and should be added to. 

The Books and Registries are carefully kept ; Bye Laws are made, and the Diet of the 
Prisoners is economical and properly cooked and served. 

The Board of Superintendence meet monthly. 

Bridewells. 

The minor Prisons in this County are Eight; viz. Kenmare , Killarney , Miltown, Cahirseveen, 
Dingle, Listoiccl, Tarbert, and Castle Island. ' They are only used as^ temporary Places of 
Confinement previous to Removal to the County Gaol at Tralee. 'They are all new, and 
now carefully attended to ; the pauper Prisoners fed, and the Registries kept. The Grand 
July last Year, in consequence of Major Woodward’s Report, fined Two of the Keepers in 
Half their Salary, and it has had a good Effect _ 

I beg to submit for the Consideration of the Grand Jury that Major Woodwards Re- 
\ commendation in last Year’s Report may be adopted ; viz. that the Board of Superintendence 
j may take charge of this Branch of the County Prisons, and require the Keepers to be 
• trained in the County Gaol previous to Appointment 



County of Kilkenny Gaol. 

This County Gaol has not Accommodation sufficient to give a Cell to each Prisoner at 
j Night, there being only Forty-eight Cells for an Average of at least 100. I he Day- 
rooms are small and inconveniently situated, and the Yards unconnected with the Classes. 
Under these Circumstances, the Governor cannot be expected to establish a sound 1 <~m- 
tentiary System, as what is gained by Employment and Separation by Day is lost by a ree 
Communication amongst the Prisoners at Night. Mr. Leigh is a zealous and intelligent 
Officer, and uses that Intelligence to make the best of the Materials he possesses, lheie is 
considerable Employment in Trades carried on in Six large Workrooms, and a lew ol the 
Prisoners instructed in each; a good School is established, and a considerable Degree o 
Silence preserved. The Treadwheel is constantly used for the hard Labour Sentences, 
but it is out of Order ; and I recommended that Repairs should at once be made, as l 
rapid Motion is dangerous. . ' , , . , n 

: The Books are carefully kept, the Diet provided for economically and served with Ore ei , 

and the interior Regulations arranged and carried on with System ; and the Local Inspector, 
Chaplains, and medical Officer unite in a zealous Discharge of their various Duties, and to 
Make the best of an ill-constructed and inconvenient Prison. , . 

. The Female Class is attended to by a highly qualified Matron, but the Accommodation 
is quite too confined. , _ , ,, „ . . » 

It only remains for me to submit for die Consideration of the Board of Superintendence 
| and Grand Jury the Deficiencies of this Gaol, and I trust they will provide for them as tne 
l Law directs. , . 

First— An Addition of Fifty Cells are required, and the Solitary Cells require a 
Stove. 

Second. — A large Addition to the Female Department. . , 

Third.— The Hospital Accommodation is not sufficient ; another Story would answer. 

Fourth. — There is no Chapel as the Act directs. 

Fifth. — A new Steam Kitchen is required, to dress the Food. . 

Sixth— A general Gaol Dress is required by Law; there is no such. Thing at F^enn 

J (85.) oeventn. 
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Seventh. — Bye Laws should be established. 

Eighth.— Two additional Turnkeys are required, to enable the Governor to preserve 
Inspection and Silence. 

House of Correction. 

This Building was erected for a House of Industry, but is now used for a few Male 
Prisoners, to relieve the County Gaol, which is always crowded. There are no single 
Cells, consequently it is unsuited for a Prison ; and as a temporary Remedy, Major Wood- 
ward’s Suggestion of removing the Females here from the County Gaol would be desirable. 
There are Twenty-six Male Criminals at present in it, who are kept at constant Work, 
breaking Stones. It is kept remarkably clean and creditably by the Turnkey in charge. 
They receive School Instruction, but no Clothing. 

Kilkenny Lunatic Asylum. 

This small Asylum for the County and City Lunatics and Idiots is kept remarkably 
clean and neat, and the Patients kindly treated and taken care of. There are Sixteen 
Males and Sixteen Females ; there is not sufficient Accommodation for this Number, and 
a few sleep at Night in the adjoining Blouse of Correction. Should an Addition be built to 
Carlow Asylum they should be all removed there. 

Bridewell at Thomastcnim. 

This small temporary Place of Confinement is kept in good Order, and the pauper 
Prisoners are fed for the few Days they are detained ; there are only Two Cells, Day- 
rooms, and small Yards. 



City of Kilkenny Gaol. 

It is painful to be obliged annually to report the total Want of Accommodation in this 
Prison for all the Purposes of Classification and good Government, without any Step taken 
by the Grand Jury to remedy the Evil. The Judges at each Assizes have urged the 
Erection of a new Gaol, and explained to them the Facility afforded by the Act of obtaining 
the Funds free of Interest, and only repaid by moderate Instalments. I again submit for 
the favourable Consideration of the Grand Jury that a new Prison should be presented 
for, which would cost about 5,000/. ; the Money to be repaid to Government at the Rate 
of 250/. annually, which would be a trifling Tax on the extensive Property of the 
City. 

The interior Economy and Arrangements of this Gaol are conducted by the Local 
Inspector, Governor, and Chaplains with much Zeal and Carefulness, so far as the 
Means and Accommodation is provided for. There have been no Escapes ; Cleanliness 
and orderly Conduct is enforced; the Rights of the Prisoners as to Food and Bedding are 
provided for ; the medical Officer attends to the Sick, and the Chaplains comply with the 
Law as to tlieir various Duties. 

The Evils which require the Remedy of a new Gaol are as follow : — 

First. — The tried and untried Prisoners are together, contrary to Law, from Want of 
Room in Day-rooms, Yards, &c. 

Second. — There are not sufficient Cells to give One to each. 

Third. — There are no Workrooms, and only Two available Yards for the entire 

Prison. 

Fourth. — There is no Hospital. 

Fifth. — No Chapel. 

Sixth. — There is no Kitchen to dress a mixed Diet, consequently Bread is given to 
Prisoners, which costs 5 d. per Day ; the Expense per Head in most other Gao s is 
3 \d. This Saving would pay half the Instalment of a new Prison. 

Seventh. — There is no Treadwheel. . , , 

The Prisoners are occasionally employed at Stone-breaking together, in One Yard, u 
there is no School, and no regular Gaol Clothing. , . 

The Females are separated, but in only One Class, tried and untried; they are under 
Care of a Matron, and receive some Instruction and Employment. 



King’s County Gaol at Tullamore. 

The Advances which have been gradually made by the Board of Superintendence tovai 
a sound System of Prison Discipline since the new Gaol has been finished is highly c ^ 
table to the County, and especially to the Board, who have had many Difficulties to cc ' ^ 
with. Our Reports for the last Two Years have borne ample Testimony to the P t 

ments, and I know of no Prison in Ireland where greater Exertions have been ma e 
the Views of the Legislature, in making Gaols Places where Discipline, moral Gove ^try, 
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Industry, Classification, and School Instruction unite in bettering the Condition of the 
Criminals, and making Confinement a useful Punishment to each Individual. Every 
Suggestion of ours has been complied with by the Board and Grand Jury at all Times' 2 
Improvements in Prison Discipline adopted or tried as they occur. It onlv remain, a.’.. „ 

» -port 0.1 .lie present State of this Gaol, having submitted “ „e ‘ S, b7 * Z 
Inspection some small Alterations in the practical Details of the Work * 

There is sufficient Accommodation in this County Gaol in Day-rooms, Workrooms, and 
Single Cells for the average Number of Prisoners, consequently (when not crowded) each 
Prisoner has a Cell at Night, after a Day ol Labour and Instruction; there are Six Male 
Classes, and 112 Cells. Every Prisoner •» employed, and a considerable Number of Trades 
taught, calculated to benefit them hereafter; if these can be increased, without Injury to 
the Funds ot the Establishment, I would urge it on the Consideration of the Board. 

A good School is established, assisted by the Turnkeys of each Class ; the Prisoners are 
ail clothed m a Prison Uniform. I he Governor and Officers, regulated bv mod Bve 
Laws, are attentive to their Duty; and I should do Injustice to the Local Insnertnr 
Mr. Whitfield, if I did not state that his Zeal and Intelligence has contributed muchto the 
interior Economy and good Order of this Establishment. The Diet is carefully and 
economically provided for, and a well-regulated set of Books kept ; the Chapel is divided into 
Classes, and the sick carefully attended to, in separate Hospitals, by the medical Officer. 

The Female Prisoners are divided into Two Classes, under the Care of a qualified 
Matron and Assistant; they are clothed, employed, and instructed. The School has not 
been kept for the Winter, but commenced again on the Day of my Inspection. 

There is a great Saving of Fuel by the Adoption of Stoves in the Day-rooms, and a con- 
siderable Profit has been made by Work for the Gaol executed by Prisoners, which, without 
them, would, have cost the County upwards of i£’200. There are Eight Looms at work, 
and the Blankets for the entire Gaol have been manufactured by Prisoners. 

I beg to recommend that Two more Turnkeys should be employed, as there are not 
sufficient to give One to each Class, without which Silence and a close Attention to Work, 
and moral Improvement, cannot be obtained. 



Parsonstown Bridewell, 

This small Prison has been hitherto used for short Confinements, besides being a Receiv- 
ing-house for Prisoners in transitu to the County Gaol at Tullamore. It is kept remark- 
ably clean and regular, and the Accommodation is only Two Day-rooms, Two Yards, and 
Six Cells. Some Blankets were required, which I directed the Local Inspector of County 
Gaols to provide. It is a District Bridewell under the Act, and can only be discontinued 
as such by an Order from the Lord Lieutenant and Council. 



County of Limerick Gaol. 

For some Years this extensive County Gaol has been improving, under the zealous 
1 and intelligent Superintendence of the Governor, Mr. Woodburne, who has adopted all the 
Improvements in Gaol Discipline, and applied them with Effect to his Establishment, and is 
supported in these Objects by a regularly attending Board of Superintendence, who take a 
great Interest in all the Details of the Prison. There is sufficient Accommodation in Day- 
rooms and Cells for the present average Number of Prisoners, so that Classification is 
preserved, and each Criminal has a Cell at Night Every Prisoner is employed, and the 
Governor has judiciously allocated Rooms for carrying on Trades, which were not originally 
intended for them. The following Trades are carried on and taught in the Gaol ; viz. 
Carpenters, Smiths, Weavers, Tailors, Shoemakers, Hackling, Tin-work, and Rope-making. 

Fifteen young Men have learned Trades within die last Year, and a Quantity of Clothing 
and other Work made for the Gaol. Should’ the Governor be enabled to carry on this 
Employment to a greater Extent, I have little Doubt but the Expense of the Diet might be 
defrayed from the Profits. The Treadwheel is in full Operation for hard Labour Prisoners, 
and Seven only are employed at Stone-breaking. There is an excellent School established, 
and Three Female Classes are instructed, clothed, and employed, under a qualified Matron 
aud Assistant ; Forty-six Male Prisoners have learned to read and write within the last 
ear, and as many more have been improved- 

I The tried Prisoners are all clothed; a good Code of Bye Laws are established; the Diet 
I economically provided for, and served with Regularity, and the Sick comfortably attended 
to by the medical Officer. The Hospital is badly situated, and has not the necessary 
Reparation between the Sexes, except in Rooms, and there are no airing Yards. I would 
submit for Consideration the Erection of -a separate Hospital in the Rear of the Prison. 

^°°k s are carefully kept, and the Officers attentive to their various Duties ; and the 
j , e System pursued in this County Gaol is highly ci-editable as a public Establishment, 

• a M equal to any of our best Prisons. 

i (85.) M 
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South District. 



Bridewells of the County of Limerick 

Thebe are Six minor Prisons in this County, for detaining Criminals in for a few Days 
previous to final Committal to the County Gaol. They are situated in Kilfinnan, Bluff, 
Croome, Ratlikeale, Newcastle, and Glynn. 

The Board of Superintendence has taken them in charge, and they ave provided with 
Furniture &e. from the County Gaol. They have each a few Cells, and Separation for 
the Sexes, and are kept clean and regular by the Keepers. The pauper Prisoners are 
fed. 



District Lunatic Asylum. 

This public Institution for the Care and Cure of the lunatic Poor of the District is 
conducted on the best Principles, and the Cleanliness and good Order of the Establishment 
are manifest to all. The Manager and Matron, Mr. and Mrs. Jackson, continue their kind 
and benevolent Care of the Patients ; an unusual Number have been sent out cured and 
relieved in the current Year, and an increasing Proof is thus given of the Benefit of 
Employment, and judicious Treatment in this Malady, aided by the Care of the medical 
Officer. 

Larger Additions have been made to this Asylum, and there were 293 Patients on the 
Day of my Inspection. 

Eleven Irish Acres have been purchased within the last Year, to provide Employment 
for the increased Number of Inmates ; and there is no Doubt but the Profits will in 
Time repay the Purchase Money, independent of the vast Benefit to the afflicted 
Individuals. 

The Board of Directors continue their benevolent Attention to this Institution. Some Idea 
has been entertained of establishing a large Dairy on the new Ground. I met a few of the 
Board, and suggested the Objections to such a Plan, as well as the great Outlay to even try 
the Experiment. 

Every Patient capable of being employed is engaged at Field Work and Trades; a 
Quantity of Clothing has been made by them for the Asylum, and Three of them, 
who are Tradesmen, viz. a Plasterer, Carpenter, and Cooper, have enabled the Manager 
to dispense with such Persons, hitherto engaged at a heavy Expense in the City. 

The State of the Asylum for the current Year is as follows 





Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


In the Asylum 1st January 1837 


147 


142 


289 

124 


Admitted to 31st December 1837 


55 














202 


211 


413 




; » 


= 


= 


Discharged cured in said Year - 


38 


41 


11 


Relieved, and on Trial - 


4 




Died - - - 


18 


12 




Remain in Asylum - 


142 


151 


293 



City of Limerick Gaol. 

The Accommodation afforded in this Gaol is sufficient for * e C *“ slfiratl ™J5“ ie iue 
Law, and provides a single Cell for the average Number of Prisoners at MgM. i 
Day-rooms would answer for Weaving and many other Trades, as P 1!lc “f, d . ; ze 
Prisons ; and whenever the Grand Jury and Board of Superintendence s - t 

the Officers to proceed with such Employment, it is my Duty to r ®P°* ° County, 
has proved invariably a Benefit to the Individuals so taught, and a rio p> act 

I admit there is Difficulty in arranging such a System, especially m Irelan ; 
of Success elsewhere is certain. It would require the additional Office of a M p avment 
whose sole Duty would be to provide Employment for every Prisoner, an r ^ 

should be out of the Profits. The City of Limerick is well situated for the ir , 
County Gaol has made considerable Advances towards this Object. ^ 

At present the only Work for the Prisoners is Stone-breaking, and the rest ent c ^._ 
are too much occupied in the Care and Safety of file rapid Succession o ' ,: on an d 
large City to give Time to a System of Work which would involve Time, A t ^ 

accurate Accounts; but so far as the Cleanliness of the Gaol and e =; tlieDis- 



accurate Accounts ; but so tar as me Cleanliness 01 me yam *«•**- " • .i ie Dis- 

Classification of the prisoners, the Officers are very attentive and intehi 0 en U 



charge 
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charge of their Dmy, and the Local Inspector continues his zealous Care over tlxe interior 
Economy, evinced now for many Years by the Correction of all Abuse, and the ample 
provision made by the Board and the Grand Jury for all that the Law requires for 
Persons committed to Gaol. 

There is no regular School, and the Treadwheel is not sufficiently worked. The 
Female Classes are attended to by the Matron and Assistant ; but there is not sufficient 
Employment, and no regular Clothing provided for them or the Male Classes. There is 
a good Steam Kitchen, and the Diet is economically provided for ; the Books are carefully 
kept, and the sick attended to by their medical Officers ; however, the Hospital Accom- 
modation is rather confined. 

An admirable Arrangement is made in this Prison to economise Fuel, and at the same 
Time increase the Circulation of Heat in the Day-rooms, by placing a small Stone Fire- 
place a few Feet from the old Grate, and stopping the latter up. There are also a Number 
of large Cells, fit to enforce the separate System, which is contemplated in England as an 
Improvement in Prison Discipline. 

I would submit for Consideration of the Board that a Prison Dress should be provided, - 
and the Windows of Day-rooms should be glazed. 



Lunatic Wards, House of Industry. 

Theue remains in this charitable Asylum for the Poor of Limerick a Number of idiotic 
and epileptic Cases. They are provided for, and as kindly treated as Circumstances admit 



of; but the confined Accommodation is not suitable, and the Funds do not admit of all the 
Comforts required for these helpless Objects. I submit their immediate Removal to the 
District Asylum. 

The Poorhouse, so far as the Funds will admit, is highly creditable to the Authorities of 
this City. 



County of Mayo Gaol at Castlebar. 



This new County Gaol contains ample .Accommodation for the Wants of the District, 
and is built on the radiating System, die best at present known. There are 128 Cells, which 
admits of One to each Criminal, taking the present Average of Crime in the County. 
There are sufficient Day-rooms for Classification and Employment; a separate Female 
Prison, a good Hospital, Chapel, and Treadwheel. The Grand Jury having so liberally 
provided for this Establishment, they have a Right to expect that it shall be conducted on 
the best Principles of Discipline, and, so -far as the Means have been provided, for carrying 
on the Details of a sound internal System. I fully concur in Major Woodward’s last 
Report, that much Credit is due to the Governor, Mr. Rogers, for what has already been 
effected, not only in the general Neatness of the entire Prison, but in the good Order and 
Classification of the Prisoners. The Local Inspector, Chaplains, and medical Officers have 
evinced much Zeal in their- several Departments, and I found their Duties performed with 



Intelligence and Effect. , _ 

The Grand Jury have also granted a liberal Number of Turnkeys, to conduct the Details ; 
but they are not well chosen in many Cases, as some even cannot read and write, and 
do not appear to have that Smartness and Intelligence which should belong to a public 
Officer of any Grade. Much of the minor Details of Discipline will depend on those Men, 
and die Practice of all our best regulated Prisons is, to examine such Officers at the 
Board previous to Decision, or to send them on Trial for a Month to die Governor, and 
receive his Testimony, before final Appointment. In some Gaols the Recommendation is 
wholly left to the Governor, whose Responsibility is sogreat for the Well-being of the 
Gaol. It is an important Point, and I submit it with Confidence to the Consideration 
of the Grand Jury and Board of Superintendence. . , 

The Female Classes are attended to, and a Matron and a Female Turnkey appointed. 
The Matron is an old Officer of the County; and I would also submit for favourable 
Consideration should be superannuated, under the Clause m the Grand Jury Act, as has 
been already done in other Prisons, and was intended for such Cases ; in the meantime her 



Daughter assists her, and the Prisoners are not neglected. # , , . , rp , 

The only Employment for Male Prisoners at present is Stone-breaking and Tread- 
wheel. Whenever the Means are provided, the Governor is prepared to commence Trades 



and other profitable Work calculated to mend the Condition of the Prisoners. 

There is no general Prison Dress allowed as yet ; it would much improve the Appearance 
and Order of the Gaol; and there is not any School, from some Difficulties as to Books. 

The Bye Laws have been made ; die Books and Registries are correctly kept, and the 

Diet is economical, and served with Order at stated Hours. . 

The Board of Superintendence meet monthly ; and I would submit Tor 
Necessity of levelling and gravelling the Gaol Ground in front 0 e , , , 

o nri i ; — :,i„ . +i,~ Pvtcnnora nnnld do this at a trifling Expense, I would also 



•nctcssiiy ui levemug . -p 

and the large inside Yard; the Prisoners could do this at a trifling Exp Tint-one 

submit that some Furniture may be provided for the “d n w Bed kens 



ouuinn mat some ruruuure may uc ww*— — — — - --- T . i t, k 

ordered for the Gaol, with Fifty Bedsteads, and a Set of the National School Books, to 
commence a Prison School. rp, 

| (85.) 
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The Well is sufficiently sunk for an abundant Supply of Water, and the Machinery should 
be replaced; the Solitary Cells require Stoves; the Clock and Bells are not yet put up, and 
the Bye Laws are not yet printed. 

The Escape of Steam from the Kitchen is not sufficiently provided for. 

Water spouts and Pipes have been put up, which have tended greatly to prevent the 
Damp in so new a Building. 

I visited this Gaol without any Notice on this Occasion, and have much Reason to be 
stratified with what has been done since last Year; and if the Board of Superintendence 
will accept of my Assistance in placing the Establishment on a good Basis as to Work, I 
would nor. despair of the Diet and many of the Expenses being repaid to the County out 
of the Profits of the Work. 



B allinrobe Bridewell. 



This small Prison is sufficient for the temporary Confinement of Prisoners till finally 
committed and forwarded to the County Gaol The pauper Prisoners are fed; but the 
Registry and Accounts are not sent to our Office, as usual in other other Counties ; the 
Expenses are paid by the Grand Jury at each Assizes. 



Queen's County Gaol at Maryboro. 

The Penitentiary System of Classification, Employment, and Instruction for Criminals 
has had a fair Trial in this Prison, as the Accommodation affords an Opportunity of. The 
Males are divided into Six Classes, and there is a single Cell for each at Night. At present 
every Prisoner is employed, and many of them engaged learning various Trades. A good 
School is established, by the Turnkeys instructing their own Class, and a considerable 
Decree of Silence is established. Nothing short of total Separation by each working in his 
Cell, as practised in the House of Correction in Glasgow, can prevent occasional Com- 
munication amongst the Prisoners.' This Plan is strongly recommended by the Inspectors 
General of Prisons in England; and if the Cells were large enough, and a sufficient Guard 
against making it solitary Confinement, by constant Visits and Inspection, I am disposed 
to think it would be a great Improvement in Prison Discipline ; but till the Experiment 
shall be tried, as to its Results, with a more extensive view to moral Government than it is 
in Glasgow, I am not prepared to urge it in our Irish Prisons. An Experiment could be 
made in Maryboro Gaol should the Board of Superintendence wish it, as there are 
Sixteen large Cells already prepared for such a System. 

There is a Treadwheel to execute the Sentence to hard Labour. The Female Classes are 
employed and instructed ; but it is very desirable that this important Portion of Prison 
Criminals should be better attended to, with a view to their moral Improvement and 
Reformation. There are sufficient Turnkeys to give One to each Class, which is so 
necessary to Discipline and good Order ; and I would submit for the favourable Con- 
sideration of the Board of Superintendence and Grand Jury, who take a great interest 
in this fine public Establishment, that the Turnkeys and Assistants should be fiuly ap- 
proved of (after Trial) by the Governor previous to final Appointment, as, should these 
Officers consider themselves too independent of him, the Duty will not be carried on i witi 
System. It is also important that the Governor, if he merits it, should enjoy the full Confidence 
of the local Authorities, and the other Officers should not douht it. 

The Prisoners are all clothed in Prison Dress; the Officers are attentive to their Duty, 
good Bye Laws are established; the Food economically provided for; the sick caretu y 
attended to in separate Hospitals, and the Books correctly kept. 

The Stoves used in the Day-rooms in this Gaol instead of Fire-places have caused much 
Economy in Fuel, and diffuse a greater Degree of Warmth. There are Eleven Looms 
profitably at work, also a Forge, and much Advantage taken of instructing Cnmina in 
such Trades as are found amongst them- A vastNumber of Prisoners feed themselves in t e 
course of the Year, which is a Saving to the County, though some Inconvenience in 
arranging it without Prejudice to Discipline. The Governor deserves much Credit on t ns 
point, and his Exertions to forward the moral Improvement and Reformation of those un ^ 
his Care are manifest in the general Arrangements and good Order of the 1 riso > 
supported by the Board (who meet monthly) and the Local Inspector. 



Bridewells. 

There are Three minor Prisons in this County, for temporary Confinement pi evious 
to Transmission to the County Gaol, viz. at Stradbally, Abbeyleix, and Bonis in 
They are now kept remarkably clean and regular, since the Board of Superintendence ^ 
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taken charge of them. The Governor of the County Gaol, Mr. Wilson, visits them South District 

occasionally, under the Orders of the Board, which has caused a complete Reformation. 

The pauper Prisoners are fed, and. the Registry carefully kept 
N.B. — See Maryboro Lunatic Asylum, End of South District. 



County of Tipperary Gaol and House of Correction. 

There were 297 Prisoners confined in this Prison at my Inspection, in December, con- 
sisting of Seventy-six Males untried in the old Gaol, 147 tried Prisoners in the House of 
Correction, and the Remainder Females and Debtors. From the Improvements made in 
this County Gaol within the last Two Years by the Impulse given to Employment and 
Discipline in the new House of Correction, it is painful to make any Observation that could 
be considered discreditable to the Establishment; but the late Escape of Five Men from 
the House of Correction attaches much Blame to the Officers and System of Watch at the 
Period. The Governor has been considered by us as a faithful and steady public Officer, 
for a long Period, and no such Occurrence has happened since his Appointment (1 believe 
now Twenty-five Years). He had charge of the old and new Houses of Correction, at some 
Distance from each other, which required additional Caution and Care. An Investigation 
has been ordered by his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant on the Subject. 

The House of Correction has been conducted on sound Principles of Prison Discipline, 
as to Employment and moral Government. It was erected by the Liberality of the Grand 
Jury, to try the Experiment in this large County, when the old Buildings were so deficient 
in Accommodation as to preclude the Possibility of aTrial; and the Board of Superintendence 
having given their unremitting Attention and Support to it; (especially by the Appointment, 
at our Suggestion, of qualified Managers of Works,) it is gratifying to report the Success of 
the Experiment. It was built to contain 100 tried Prisoners, with a Cell for each, and 
suitable Workrooms. Every Individual is employed at profitable Labour, and calculated 
to benefit each as an Individual on leaving the Prison. There are Six Classes, with a suit- 
able Number of Turnkeys, and the System as to Work carried into full Practice, and to 
which we have referred other Gaols for Example. The present Manager of the Works 
promises to be a useful Officer, Mr. Ryan, having been promoted to the Governorship of the 
County of Waterford Gaol, where he is carrying on the same Systemwith great Effect. Some 
other Gaols have commenced the System of appointing Managers of Works, and we have 
great Confidence in the Results. If Sales of the Labour can be effected, the entire Cost of 
Diet should be saved to the County. The clear Profit on the last Four Months Work in 
Clonmel House, of Correction was 1 . 

The Defects in this Part of the Prison are, that there is no Time allocated for School 
Instruction, no general Prison Dress, and no efficient Regulations for the safe Custody of 
Prisoners, which must greatly depend on the strict Obedience of qualified and intelligent 
Turnkeys. 

The old House of Correction is used chiefly for the Treadwheel Class, but as the Wheel 
is out of Order, it is not now' used. Some of the Prisoners are removed by Day to work 
under the Manager in the other House, and only Thirty-three remained. 

There is no School or Clothing in this Department, and but One Turnkey; the Male 
Hospital and Marshalsea is attached to it. The former is kept clean and regular, it contains 
Six Rooms, and there is a regular Hospital for Females; the Accommodation is sufficient, 
and the sick are carefully attended to by the medical Officer. 

The Marshalsea is a bad one, and not kept in neat Order ; and were it not probable the 
Arrest for Debt may be abandoned, I should submit a new one to be erected, with proper 
Separation for the Sexes. 

The old County Gaol is now only used for untried Prisoners; there were Seventy-six con- 
fined, divided into Six Classes. It contains only' Forty-seven Cells, consequently there is 
no Separation at Night. The Cells are large, and would answer well for Separation by Day 
and Night, should that Improvement in Gaol Discipline take place. Some Blankets are 
required in this Part of the County Gaol ; the whole is kept clean and regular, as far as the 
Means are afforded, and I have Reason to be satisfied with the Attention of the Governor 
and Officers in charge ; but there are only Two Turnkeys to take charge of so large a 
Number of Prisoners. The Diet is economically provided for, but there is no Employment, 
no Schooling, and no Prison Dresses, there being no Funds for the Two latter, and no 
Workrooms or other Convenience to carry on a System of Employment 

The Female Classes are attended to by a well qualified Matron. There were Forty-four 
Prisoners all at work, but they were in much Want of Clothing, which is unusual with the 
Females in most of our County Gaols. Should thisCounty be divided, and a new' Gaol built 
at Nenagh, as intended, the Accommodation at Clonmel would be sufficient for all the 
Purposes of Prison Discipline. , , 

There is a good Set of Bye Laws established ; the Books are regularly kept, and t e 
Local Inspector and Chaplains attend to their various Duties. 

(85.) N Bridewells. 
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Bridewells of the County of Tipperary. 

South District. The small Bridewells of this County, used only as Places of temporary Confinement of 
Prisoners till finally committed to the County Gaol, are Eleven in Number; viz. 

These are of a larger Size than usual, and are well attended 
to. The pauper Prisoners are fed, and the Registry pro- 
perly kept. 



Thurles 

Cashel 

Nenagh 

Roscrea 



Templemore 
Newport 
Clolieen 
Borrisacane 
New Birmingham 



Tipperary 

Cahir 



These are very small Prisons, and would require Enlargement 
and better Regulations when the Grand Jury and” Board 
of Superintendence complete their Arrangements for 
following up the County Cork System. 

'These Two Bridewells are totally unsuitable and illegal in 
Accommodation, and cannot remain as Prisons, unless 
new ones are erected. On my Inspection that one at 
Tipperary had more than Thirty Prisoners confined in it, 
in Four Cells, and Two small Rooms, many of them for 
heavy Crimes in this populous County. The Cells are 
under the Level of tire Street, and are damp and wet ; and 
nothing short of a new Bridewell can remedy the Evil. 
The Keeper deserves great Credit for even the Safety of 
I those under his Care ; his Accounts are correct, and the 
^ pauper Prisoners are fed. 



Lunatic Asylum, Clonmel. 

I found this Asylum on Inspection in very good Order, the Patients treated with the 
same Kindness and Care as is usual in all the provincial Asylums, and the fair Propordonof 
Cures and convalescent Cases. Within the Year a considerable Quantity of Work has been 
done by the Males and Females, and the Ground has been made productive by all the 
Males capable of being so employed. There were very few under any Restraint, and the 
interior Economy, Cleanliness, Diet, and general Management carefully attended to, and 
creditable to the Manager, Mr. Hitchcock, and the Matron, Mrs. Crofton. 

The Board continue their benevolent Attention to the Interests of this Institution, hut 
did not meet on the Day of my Inspection. Having heard from one of them (and indeed 
could not but observe myself) that Differences of Opinion on some points of Duty still 
exist between the Manager and Matron, I again stronglyrecommended to each theNecessity 
in a public Establishment of a cordial Co-operation in all the Officers ; and I trust, from 
good Judgment and good Feeling, this will be the Case. It was not my Duty, having no 
Orders or regular Charges before me, to enter minutely into a Subject the Details and 
Correction of which belong peculiarly to the Local Board of Directors, unless brought 
before the Government, and I do expect this will not be necessary. 

The State of the Establishment for the current Year is as follows : — 





Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Patients in Asylum 1st December 1836 - 


48 


34 


82 


Admitted up to 1st December 1837 


29 


14 


43 




. 





■ 




77 


48 


125 


Discharged cured or convalescent during 


23 


14 


37 


above Period. 


Died ditto - 


8 

46 


2 


10 


Remaining in Asylum 1st December 
183 


32 


78 




77 


48 


125 



The Ground is not sufficient to keep all the Patients at Field Labour ; and I sub 
the favourable Consideration of the Board the Necessity of adding a few Acres, 
are not sufficient Single and Double Cells ; this could be remedied by altering some o 
large Rooms, oradding a small Wing. 

Lmt‘ c 
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Lunatic Wards in House of Industry . 

I found in this creditable and well-managed pauper EstablishmentEleven Male Idiots, and 
Fifteen Female Idiots. They are treated with as much Kindness and Liberality as the 
Funds and Accommodation admit of ; but to give them all the Advantages such infirm 
and helpless Creatures require, they should be removed to the provincial Asylum. 



County of Waterford Gaol. 

* Major Woodward’s Report for last Year on the recent Changes in this Gaol gave the 
Grand Jury every Reason to expect much Improvement ; and after a minute Inspection for 
die current Year it would be unjust not to express my Gratification at the various Alterations 
for die better in Accommodation and Discipline. What was considered impracticable 
formerly in this old and imperfect Gaol has been effected by the Zeal and Intelligence 
of die Governor and his Assistants, supported by the Board of Superintendence and the 
Local Inspector ; it shows how much moral Improvement may be established and enforced 
in an Institution, when the Accommodation and Materials are of a very inferior 
Description. 

i Mr. Ryan, the Governor, was promoted to this Office from the House of Correction in 
Clonmel, where he had proved himself a good Officer, and established there a sound System 
of Employment for every Prisoner. In a very short Period he has created a great Change 
! in this Gaol: every Prisoner is employed at Trades or some profitable Work calculated 
to improve their moral Conditioii in Society, and free of Expense to the County; an 
excellent School is conducted by the Turnkeys ; a good System of Silence is established, so 
' that no Criminal communicates with others ; each Prisoner is clothed in a Prison Dress, 
and each at present sleeps in a Single Cell at Night These Things are the Ground-work 
of all Discipline and moral Improvement, and without them no Prison can be considered 
as fulfilling the Enactments of the Legislature, however clean and regular in other 

The Inspectors General of Prisons in England, after much Consideration, have recom- 
mended separate Employment by Day for each Prisoner, in large Cells, so as to prevent the 
Possibility of Intercourse, as practised in America and Glasgow House of Correction. 
The Government have expressed their Approbation of this, and that all future Additions to 
Gaols should be built with this view. It is right to state this for the Consideration of the 
Grand Jury, in case of erecting a new Gaol, or making necessary Additions to the present 
; one. The Accommodation is certainly greatly improved, and perhaps as much made of 
the Site as it is capable of; but it is not what a great County Gaol should be. There are not 
sufficient Cells for the Average of Prisoners; there is no Inspection for the Governor or his 
Assistants; no convenient Rooms for Officers; small and ill’ situated Day and Workrooms, 
a very deficient Hospital, and small cooking Kitchen ; and the whole unavoidably crowded 
together in the Attempt at improving. . „ . 

! The Female Department is creditably conducted, under a Matron ; the Prisoners are 

1 clothed and employed, but there are not sufficient Cells or Matrons Rooms. 

There is a good Treadwlieel ; the Books are carefully kept, and the Diet of a good 
Quality, and economically provided for. The Pumps are now not deep enough to give a 
Supply of Water to cleanse the Sewers, but Mr. Ryan is sinking them deeper. 



Bridewells of the County of Waterford. 



Dungaroan. 



This new Bridewell contains Two Day-rooms, Two Yards, 31111 T ^ ells Ij L 1 ! h f s ar h ° e en 
sufficient for the Wants of the District since the . arres ? I *S 
in force. Itis now kept clean and regular, since the Board of Supenntendence has authouzed 
the Governor of the County Gaol to attend to it. 



iorce. itis now kept clean ana regular, 
e Governor of the County Gaol to attend to it. 



Theke are only Two Cells allocated to die Court-house in this Prison ; it ^has not legal 
Accommodation -La Bridewell, and should hare a few additional Cells, and Two Day 
rooms ; many Prisoners are not confined here, and only lor a lew Uajs. 



District Lunatic Asylum at Waterford. 



ihis district Asylum tor tne lunatic ruoi u V ~““v — , ■> , . rw.iln.net; 

■ well-managed Institution, kept with great Cleanliness and Reg an y, Classes are 

evinced by the Number cured or relieved withm the last \ ear. The FemajeJAabse^ 
i attended to by a qualified Matron ; the Manager, Mr. Rowan, is 
( 85 .) 
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Inmates are treated with Kindness, employed where practicable, and clothed and fed with as 
much Economy as such an Establishment admits of. The entire Expense per Head for CW 
Year, including all Charges, is j£23 8s. 11^- 

The following was the State of the Asylum for Year ending 31st March 1837 



In the Asylum 1st April 1836 
Admitted to 31st March 1837 


- 82 
49 








131 






Discharged cured - 

Relieved - - - - 

Died - - 

In Asylum, 1st April 1837 


- 22 

- 14 

- 4 

- 91 

131 


Males 43 

Females 48 

91 


County 55 
City 36 

91 



The incurable Cases now in the House of Industry should be admitted here when 
practicable. 



Waterford City Gaol. 

There were only Nineteen criminal Prisoners in this small City Gaol at my Inspection, 
and there is sufficient Accommodation for them in Classes and Cells. The Prison is kept 
clean, and no Irregularity exists, so far as the Officers are concerned; but there being no 
Employment or Schoolmaster provided, no sound moral System can he pm-sued calculated 
to amend the Condition of the Inmates, or to make Confinement a Source of Punishment 
or Benefit to the Individuals. Under these Cii-cumstances, I have only again to submit to the 
Consideration of the Grand Jury and Board that a School should be established, and some 
Work obtained. The latter could be procured in the same Way that is practised in the 
adjoining County Prison with so much Effect. 

There are no Females in this Prison, as they are confined in a small House of Correction 
near the City. There is no regular Prison Dress; only Two Rooms are allocated for an 
Hospital, and One for a Chapel. The Books are carefully kept, and the Prisoners obtain 
the legal Allowance of Food and Bedding. 

The Local Inspector-, Chaplains, and medical Officer visit the Gaol and Houses of Cor- 
rection regularly, and perform their several Duties with Attention. 



House of Correction. 

This small Prison contains Forty-two Cells and Day- rooms and Yards for Two Classes of 
Males and Two of Females. The Men are mostly sentenced to hard Labour, and are 
placed on a Treadwlieel, without any other Employment or Schooling. The Females are 
attended to by a competent Matron, and clothed, and employed, as far as practicable, at 
useful Work. The Local Inspector, the Rev. Mr. Hobson, takes a zealous Interest in this 
Institution ; it is kept clean and orderly, and if a good School was provided as much Good 
would be effected as could be expected in so small an Establishment, where a System of 
profitable Work could scarcely be carried on. 



House of Industry. 

I inspected the Lunatics and Idiots confined in this pauper Establishment in the City. 
They are treated with Kindness, and, so far as the Funds will admit, are provided with 
Necessaries and Comforts; but any House of Industry is an unfit Place for such Patients, as 
they are frequently mixed up with the sane Inmates, the Sexes not carefully separated, an 
the Recreation and Employments so necessary to their well-being cannot be suppbe 
They should be removed to the Lunatic Asylum when Vacancies occur. There are lateen 
Male and Thirty-three Female Lunatics and Idiots. 



County of Wexford Gaol. 

Various Circumstances have contributed to prevent this County Gaol from advanciD^^ 
moral Discipline and Improvement, when compared with some of our best Prions. 

Want of Employment for the Inmates, and Accommodation in Single Cells andv or nc 
are the greatest Difficulties ; and unless these are provided for by the Grand Jury i is ^ 
hopeless to expect a sound System to be followed. The Plan I proposed last ear 
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small Addition has been for die present rejected, under the Impression, I understand, that a South District. 

Removal of the County Gaol to Enniscorthy, was in contemplation, or the Erection of a 

House of Correction in a central Situation for the tried Prisoners of Four neighbouring 
Counties. On these points I have only to submit to the Grand Jury the Necessity of a final 
Decision, to prevent Wexford Gaol becoming a mere Place for safe keeping the Persons ot 
Criminals, devoid of any of those gradual Improvements in moral Discipline which are 
perceptible in all the Prisons of Europe. 

There were Ninety-one Prisoners confined on the Day of my Inspection, and there are 
but Forty-six Single Cells, yet the Law requires a Single Cell for each Prisoner, and 
there are no Workrooms; consequently there is no Separation at Night, and but little 
Employment by Day ; and the continual Intercourse thus afforded for Criminals of every 
Degree of Guilt must produce Increase of Crime, and prevent any Attempt at moral 
Improvement. Under these Circumstances, it only remains for me to report the present 
State of this Gaol in other respects, and to submit for the favourable Consideration of the 
Grand Jury the Necessity of providing some additional Accommodation, a Plan for which, 

I hope, will be laid before them. 

The Board of Superintendence met me at my Inspection, and I submitted to them the 
above Circumstances, and the Necessity of taking some Steps to avert these Evils. They 
fully entered into my Views, and authorized me to send a Person on Tidal for a Year, to 
act as Taskmaster, and provide Employment for the Prisoners, which, if it succeeds as in 
County Waterford Gaol, will do much Good, and eventually be no Expense ; as, if the 
Plan is supported by the Grand Jury, a decided Profit will result, independent of the 
Benefit to the at present idle and ignorant Inmates. 

There is no Employment for the Male Prisoners, except School Instruction, and a few 
placed on the Treadwheel, which is out of order. No Attempt at the silent System has been 
made, but the Gaol is kept remarkably clean, and the Females are carefully attended to by 
a qualified Matron. The Officers are attentive to their Duty ; the Books are carefully 
kept, and the legal Claims of the Prisoners as to wholesome Food, &c. are provided 
for. 

The Defects of this Gaol are as follow : — 

First — Want of sufficient Accommodation in Cells and Workrooms. 

Second. — No Employment for the Prisoners. 

Third. — No Prison Clothing allowed. 

Fourth. — No Bye Laws. 

■ Fifth. — The Hospital has not sufficient Room or Furniture. 

Sixth. — The Chapel is not sufficiently divided. 

Seventh. — A Steam Apparatus is necessary, to cook Meal and Potatoes, instead of the- 
expensive Bread Diet. 

Eighth.— The Pumps should be sunk deeper, as the Supply of Water is often 
deficient. 

The Subject of a recent Practice of confining Cattle and other Goods in the Gaol 
Premises seized for Tithe was brought before the Board of Superintendence, who expressed 
their Disapproval of a System so calculated to distract the Order, Discipline, and Cleanliness 
of the Establishment, and requested me 'to submit the Case to the Government, which I did ; 
and I do trust this Practice will be abandoned, as, without reference to its Illegality, I am 
confident the Grand Jury will agree with me as to the total Subversion of Discipline that 
must arise from making their County Gaol a Receptacle for Cattle and Stock of all Kinds ; 
such a Practice has never occurred in any other County Gaol in Ireland. 



Bridewells of the County of Wexford. 

New Boss. 

This new Bridewell is not kept as clean and neat as many others of our best minor 
Prisons, and I trust this Report will be a Warning to the Keeper to give more of Ins Time 
and Attention to the Duty he has undertaken. 

The Registry is correctly kept, and the pauper Prisoners are fed. Ihree Pair ot 
Blankets are wanted, and some Tins. The Blocks and Fire-places were broken, and 
out of order. 

Gorey. 

This small Prison is kept in excellent Order, and the Duty attended to by the Keeper 
Two Pair of Blankets are worn out, and should be replaced by the County Gaol. 

Enniscorthy. 

This Bridewell is now remarkably well kept, and attended to by the Keeper, in every 
particular, and is an Example for other small Prisons of this Description. 

(85.) O 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Lunatic 



54 APPENDIX TO SIXTEENTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL 



South District. 



Lunatic Wards, House of Industry. 

This benevolent Institution for the sane and insane poor of Wexford is very veil attended 
to considering the limited Accommodation and Funds. There are Seventy-eight infirm 
poor fed, clothed, and in some degree employed. There are Sixteen Male Idiots and 
Lunatics, and Twenty-one Females, confined here, and kindly treated and attended to. 
They should be transferred to the provincial Asylum at Carlow. 



County of Wicklow Gaol 

We have for many Years inspected this Prison as an Exception to the gradual Im- 
provement in moral Government which is now so general in the Gaols of Ireland. Last 
Year a very minute Detail of the Deficiencies were reported to the Grand Jury, who have 
since presented for an Addition of Twenty Cells and a few Workrooms, and the Work 
will commence in Summer. Under these Circumstances it is not necessary again to enter 
into a minute Description of what is required to make tins Establishment a moral School 
of strict Discipline, Industry, and Reformation. From constant personal Communication 
with many of the Board of Superintendence, I am aware they are anxious to establish a 
sound System ; and I need not inform them that, however ample the Accommodation, this 
can only be effected by qualified, intelligent, and zealous resident Officers. It is obvious 
that the Board are about to try and enforce a good System, and it cannot be in better 
Hands; without their Aid and Co-operation it would be impossible for me to enforced. 

Some Steps have been taken within the last Year to create good Order, by die Appointment 
of Two additional Turnkeys; another Matron has been placed in the Female Classes, and 
some Efforts have been made at Net-making, and I trust Improvement will not stop here. 
Turnkeys, to be effective, should not only remain with their Glass all Day, but expend that 
Time in improving the Habits of the Criminals, encouraging them to Industry and Schooling. 
An unqualified Officer of this Class is useless, except to prevent Escapes, and that Object 
could be secured by an inferior Grade of Men, and at less Expense to the County. 

There are only Thirty-two Cells for an Average of Sixty Prisoners, and there are only 
Three Male Classes and Day-rooms; consequently the tried and untried Prisoners are 
to<>-ether in One Class, contrary to Law. The Treadwheel is in _ operation for those 
sentenced to hard Labour, and the Turnkeys keep a School in their own Class ; but no 
correct Registry is kept of this. The Prisoners are all clothed in a Prison Dress, and the 
Books are constantly kept 

The Female Classes are employed and attended to by the Matron, and _ the medical 
Officer and Chaplains visit the Prison on their official Duty, as the Law requires, there 
is a small separate Hospital and Chapel, but the latter is not sufficiently divided, .bye Daws 
have not yet been established. The Diet is economically provided for. 

The Local Inspector, Mr. Nolan, continues his Attention to the interior Economy of this 
County Prison. I have had much Communication with him on the Subject of Gaol Discipline, 
and he is prepared to act with me in making Imprisonment productive of Good to t e 
Criminals, as soon as the Accommodation is provided and qualified Officers instruct 
in their Duty. 



Baltinglass District Bridewell. 



The proposed Alterations and Repairs in this small Prison have been duly laid before 
Cess-payers under the Act, and they have rejected them. It only remains for me, there 
to report the Unsuitableness of the Gaol as a safe or a proper Place o E®, « 

rf-.__.xA • * . ■ a T .nUmit mav r>nivr in fntnrp Ka nsftd as a common Jiriaeweu, 



Confinement ; and I must submit that it may only in future be used as a common Rn ew > 
whence the Prisoners shall be forwarded to the County Gaol at state 



There are Three Day-rooms and Ten Cells, which is not more than sufficient ^ or 
temporary Bridewell. The_Site and Plan are bad; the Sewers ^onstantly^c^io^ 



from wan't of a Fall; the Treadwheel is oat of order, and the Prison generally m 1 
dilapidated State. There is no Employment for the Prisoners. 

The Apartments are kept clean, and the Prisoners are fed; and as foi the 



ine Apartments are Kept clean, ana pie jcpBuuei-s aic «**, —*- . n f t he 

concerned, their Duty is faithfully performed and attended to, with the Lxcep i >, 
- -• • -'-r out of Ae Prison. This has been corrected by^ieiwa 

:et n 

the Funds granted to repair a 



Keepers occasionally sleeping out ui mernsuii. ~ — ^ , were 

of Superintendence, who meet monthly, and are anxious to secure goo . ’ m ent3 
the Funds granted to repair and regulate the Accommodation. There are no p 



for the Keeper. 

Legal Furniture is provided; the sick are carefully attended to, and t e 
correctly kept. 

District 
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District Lunatic Asylum at Maryboro. 

The admirable Success of the provincial Asylums for the lunatic Poor in Ireland leaves 
an Inspector of these Institutionsl ittle to do but to report favourably of all the Arrangements, 
which is to be attributed much to the Appointment of practical experienced Officers by the 
Government, and the Attention paid by the medical Officers and the Board of Managers 
to the Interests of each. Tliis Asylum is remarkable for Cleanliness, good Order, .and kind 
Treatment of the Patients, as well as the usual Number of Patients sent out annually cured 
and convalescent. The Manager and Matron, Mr. and Mrs. Abbot, continue their vigilant 
and zealous Attention to the Establishment. 

There were none under any Restraint at my Inspection, and every Individual capable of 
it was employed at some healthy and useful Work. 

Dr. Jacob attends continually to the medical Care of the Patients, and the Interests 
of this great Hospital ; and if the entire of the Incurables of the District could be accom- 
modated, nothing is wanting to complete the System. 

This Year’s Statement of the Asylum is as follows : — 



Patients in Asylum 1st Jan. 1837 - - 131 

Admitted from 1st Jan. 1837 to 1st Jan. 1838 55 

186 

Number cured within the Year - - 32 

Ditto benefited - - - - 3 

Ditto died - - - 9 

Remaining in Institution, 1st Jan. 1838 - 142 



186 

The Land attached was originally unproductive, and full of Rocks and Stones : this 
has gradually been reclaimed by the Patients, and made very profitable. Some additional 
Cells have been made, by altering the Bath Rooms, and a new Piggery and Yard made, with- 
out Expense to the Public. 

The total Expense of the Institution this Year was J?2,451 10s., 9 d., which, on the average 
Number supported daily, viz. 140, comes to ll-£tf. per Head. 

The Expense of Diet per Day per Head is only 3 \d. 



(85.) ' 
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SCHEDULE (A.) 



LIST OF PRISONS. 



COUNTY. 


SITE. 


CLASS 

of 

PRISON. 


COUNTY. 


SITE. 


CLASS 

of 

PRISON. 


DUBLIN 


DISTRICT : 






North D 


strict — continued. 






Dublin 


Kiltnainham 


- 


County Gaol. 


Meath 


Trim 




County Gaci. 




Green Street - 


- 


Newgate. 




Kells - 


- 


Bridewell. 




S. Circular Road 




House of Correction. 




Navan 


- 


Ditto. 




Grange Gorman Lane 


Ditto (Female.) 


Monaghan - 


Monaghan - 


- 


County Gaol. 




Marshal Lane - 


- 


Four Courts Marsiialsea. 




Carrickmacross 


- 


Bridewell. 




Green Street - 


- 


Sheriffs Prison. 




Castleblaney - 




Ditto. 




Green Street - 


- 


City Marshalsea. 


Roscommon 


Roscommon - 




County Gaol. 




Saint Sepulchre’s 


- 


Manor Prison. 




Athlone 


- 


Bridewell. 












Boyle 


. 


Ditto. 


NORTH DISTRICT : 






















Castlerea 


- 


Ditto. 


Antrim 


Carrickfergus 




County Gaol. 




Strokestown 


. 


Ditto. 




Belfast 




House of Correction. 


Sligo 


Sligo 


» 


County Gaol. 




Antrim 




Bridewell. 




Ballymote 


- 


Bridewell. 




Ballym'oney 




Ditto. 


Tyrone 


Omagh 


- 


County Gaol. 




Ballymena - 




Ditto. 




Clogher 


. 


Bridewell. 


Armagh 


Armagh 




County Gaol. 




Dungannon - 


. 


Ditto. 




Ballibot 




Bridewell. 




Strabane 




Ditto. 




Lurgan 




Ditto. 


Westmeath 


Mullingar - 


. 


County Gaol. 




Market Hill - 


- 


Ditto. 




Moate 


- 


Bridewell. 


Cavan - 


Cavan 




County Gaol. 












Bailieborough 




Bridewell. 


SOUTH 


DISTRICT : 








Ballyconnell 




Ditto. 


Carlow 


Carlow 


- 


County Gaol. 




Cootehill 




Ditto. 


Clare 


Ennis 


- 


Ditto. 


Donegal 


Lifford 




County Gaol, 




Ennistymond - 


- 


Bridewell. 




Donegal 




Bridewell. 




Kilrusli 


- 


Ditto. 




Letterkenny 


- 


Ditto. 




Six-mile-Bridge 


' 


Ditto. 


Down - 


Downpatrick - 




County Gaol. 




Tulla 


- 


Ditto. 




Newry 




Bridewell. 


Cork 


Cork 


- 


County Gaol. 


Fermanagh - 


Enniskillen 




County Gaol. 




Cork - 


- 


Ditto. 




Newton Butler 




Bridewell. 




Cork 


- 


Bridewell. 


Kildare 


Naas 




County Gaol. 




Kinsale 


- 


Corporation Gaol 




Athy 




Ditto. 




Youghal 


- 


Ditto. 


Leitrim 


Carrick-on-Shannon 




Ditto. 




Bandon 


- 


Bridewell. 




Ballinamore 




Bridewell. 




Bantry 


- 


Ditto. 




Manor Hamilton 




Ditto. 




Castletown 


- 


Ditto. 


Londonderry 


Londonderry - 


- 


County Gaol. 




Charleville 


- 


Ditto. 




Coleraine 




Bridewell. 




Clonakilty 


- 


Ditto. 




Magherafelt 


- 


Ditto. 




Clove 


- 


Ditto. 




Newtownlimavady 




Ditto. 




Dunmanway - 


- 


Ditto. 


Longford 


Longford 




County Gaol. 




Fermoy 


- 


Ditto. 


Louth - 


Dundalk 




Ditto. 




Kanturk 


- 


Ditto. 




Drogheda - 




Town Gaol. 




Macroom 


- 


Ditto. 




Ardee • 




Bridewell. 




Mallow - 


" 


Ditto. 
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COUNTY, j 


SITE. 


CLASS 

of 

PRISON. 


COUNTY. 


SITE. 


CLASS 

of 

PRISON. 


South D 


istrict — continued. 




South Di 


[strict — continued. 




Cork 


Middleton 


Bridewell. 


Limerick - 


Kilfinnan 


Bridewell. 




Mill Street 


Ditto. 




Newcastle 


Ditto. 




Mitchelstown 


Ditto. 




Rathkeale 


Ditto. 




Roscarberry 


Ditto. 


Mayo 


Castlebar 


County Gaol. 




Skibbereen 


Ditto. 




Balinrobe 


Bridewell. 


Galway 


Galway 


County Gaol. 


Queen'sCo. 


Maryborough 


j County Gaol. 




Galway 


Town Gaol. 




Abbeyleix 


Bridewell. 




Baliinasloe 


Bridewell. 




Borris-in-Ossory 


Bridewell. 




Clifden 


Ditto. 




Stradbally - 


Ditto. 




Eyrecourt 


Ditto. 


Tipperary - 


Clonmel 


County Gaol. 




Gort 


Ditto. 




Borrisokane 


Bridewell. 




Loughrea 


Ditto. 




Calier 


Ditto. 




Tuam 


Ditto. 




Carrick-on-Suir - ' 


Ditto. 




Woodford 


Ditto. 




Cashel 


Ditto. 


Kerry 


Tralee 


County. 




Clogheen 


Ditto. 




Cahirciveen 


Bridewell. 




Nenngh 


Ditto. 




Castle Island - 


Ditto. 




New Birmingham 


Ditto. 




Dingle 


Ditto. 




Newport 


Ditto. 




Ken mare - - 1 


Ditto. 




Roscrea 


Ditto. 




Killarney 


Ditto. 




Templemore 


Ditto. 




Listowel 


Ditto. 




Thurles 


Ditto. 




Miltown 


Ditto. 




Tipperary 


Ditto. 




Tarbert 


Ditto. 


Waterford 


Waterford 


County Gaol. 


Kilkenny 


Kilkenny 


County Gaol. 




Waterford 


City Gaol. 




Kilkenny 


City Gaol. 




Waterford 


HouseofCorrection. 




Thomastown - 


Bridewell. 




Dungarvan 


Bridewell. 


King’s Co. - 


Tullamore 


County Gaol. 




Lismore 


Ditto. 




Parsonstown 


Bridewell. 


Wexford - 


Wexford 


County Gaol. 


Limerick 


Limerick 


County Gaol. 




Enniscorthy 


Bridewell. 




Limerick 


City Gaol. 




Gorey 


Ditto. 




Bruff 


Bridewell. 




New Ross 


Ditto. 




Croome 


Ditto. 


Wicklow - 


Wicklow 


County Gaol. 




Glyn 


Ditto. 




Bal unglass 


Bridewell. 



(S5.) 
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RETURN of Accommodation in the several County Gaols, 1837. 



NAME OF COUNTY. 


Average 

Number 

confined. 


Highest 

Number. 


Number 
of Cells. 


Other 
Rooms 
with Beds. 


Number 
of Beds in 
the Rooms 


Total con- 
fined in 
the Year, 
Debtors 
included. 


Number 
of Re-com- 
mittals. 


OBSERVATIONS. 


Antrim 


198 


306 


50 


11 


32 


1,126 


241 




Belfast 


104 


15! 


38 


1 


2 


1,706 


517 




Armagh 


110 


154 


7 


37 


70 


993 


14 




Carlow 


75 


101 


62 


10 


8 


490 


97 




Cavan 


68 


124 


70 


19 


40 


425 


31 




Clare 


143 


185 


73 


12 


35 


1,204 


86 




Cork 


266 


372 


171 


84 


250 


1,688 


153 




Cork City 


•160 


201 


108 


13 


46 


1,299 


363 ; 




Donegal 


89 


140 


85 


14 


32 


433 


60 




Dublin 


166 


224 


68 


19 


26 


999 


113 




Down 


147 


196 


200 


16 


32 


714 


81 




^Fermanagh 


111 


147 


36 


10 


30 


774 


26 




Galway 


150 


197 


79 


11 


31 


852 


57 




Gnlway Town 


40 


82 


35 


13 


6 


746 


222 


Rooms, Column -1, not 


Kerry 


137 


207 


79 


5 


- 


1,001 


198 


furnished. 


Kildare 


95 


141 


94 


14 


26 


858 


59 


Includes Naas and Atby. 


Kilkenny 


100 


129 


48 


12 


61 


561 


49 




Kilkenny City 


30 


44 


18 


large 


Cells. 


202 


14 




King’s Couuty 


122 


163 


124 


- 


- 


1,002 


166 




Leitrim 


75 


132 


81 


12 


27 


606 


7 




Limerick 


138 


187 


118 


17 


51 


972 


37 




Limerick City 


129 


182 


84 


C 


18 


— 


_ 




Londonderry 


80 


130 


168 


10 


26 


370 


30 




Longford 


73 


112 


73 


13 


31 


877 


' 23 1 




Louth 


74 


99 


56 


6 


20 


381 


9 




Drogheda 


16 


52 


16 


3 


10 


554 


24 | 




Mayo 


163 


239 


128 


33 


99 


1,322 


10 




Meath 


103 


144 


88 


24 


60 


847 


40 




Monaghan - - , 


94 


128 


75 


11 


38 


508 


29 




Queen’s County 


128 


164 


75 


36 


121 


1,084 


113 




Roscommon - 


135 


178 


64 


19 


46 


652 


21 




Sligo 


148 


193 


84 


17 


34 


899 


78 




Tipperary 


337 


486 


219 


10 


20 


2,705 


144 




Tyrone 


i 19 


179 


66 


24 


46 


722 


23 




Waterford 


76 


99 


56 


12 


26 


414 


9 




Waterford City 


26 


82 


14 


- 


. 


328 


35 




Westmeath 


99 


134 


100 


15 


19 


790 


47 




Wexford 


100 


127 


43 


17 


36 


779 


54 , 




Wicklow 


54 j 


93 i 


32 


2 


2 


364 


17 


, 
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COUNTY. 
.Antrim - 

Armagh - 

Cavan 

Clare 

Cork 



Donegal - 
Down 

Galway - 

Kerry 

Kilkenny - 




ON THE GAOLS, &e. OF IRELAND. 



(F-) 

COST of Subsistence, Fuel , and Incidents 



in Bridewells within the Year 1837. 



BRIDEWELL. 


Charge 
for each 
Bridewell. 


Total 

Charge to the 
County. 




£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


Antrim 


8 7 10 




Ballymena 


55 1 8 




Ballymoney - 


23 5 2\ 








86 14 8i 


Ballvbot 


46 11 7 




Lurgan 


18 12 5 




Market Hill - 


14 3 7\ 








79 7 7\ 


Bailieborough 


17 15 6£ 




Ballvconnell - 


12 111 




Cootehill 


25 5 0 








55 2 51 


Ennistymond - 


9 1 5i 




Kilrusli 


11 13 1 




Six-mile*Biidge 


8 3 0 




Tulla - 


18 19 5 








47 16 11§ 


Bandon 


32 0 11 




Ban try - 


38 0 4 




Castletown - 


8 10 101 




Charleville 


14 12 S 




Clonakilty 


17 5 8± 




Cove - 


18 2 10 




Dunmanwav - 


9 11 21 




Fermoy 


60 0 1 




Kanturk 


37 18 1 




Macroom 


21 12 0 




Mallow 


47 16 2 




Middleton 


21 s n 




Millstreet 


10 8 li 




Mitchelstown 


31 1 9 




Roscarberry - 


14 0 3i 




Skibbercen - 


23 8 2| 








405 17 5£ 


Donegal 


12 10 10 




Letterkenny - 


18 10 10 








31 1 8 


Newry - 


87 15 1 








87 15 1 


Ballinasloe 


26 17 6 




Clifden 


55 15 21 




Evrecourt 


46 0 11 




Gort 


43 14 61 




Lochrea 


101 2 10| 




Tuam - 


28 19 8 




Woodford 


10 5 0 








312 15 8§ 


Cahirciveen - 


33 11 5 




Castle Island - 


20 7 5 




Dingle - 


23 8 4 




Ken mare 


30 15 6 




Killarney 


30 5 0 




Listowel 


49 18 2 




Milltown 


14 14 0 




Tarbert 


19 11 5 


222 1 1 3 


Tliomastown - 


9 2 8 






9 2 8 



COUNTY. 


BRIDEWELL. 


Charge 
for each 
Bridewell. 


Leitrim 


Ballinamore 


£ s. d. 
15 15 Gi 




Manor Hamilton 


9 7 7 


Limerick - 


Brnff 


31 12 111 




Croome 


19 2 10 




Glynn 


14 9 11 




Kilfinnan 


14 9 7 




Newcastle 


21 14 9 




Rathkeale 


46 19 3 


Londonderry 


Coleraine 


33 2 9§ 


Magherafelt 


10 12 S 




Newtoulimavady 


12 14 7 


Louth 


Ardee 


15 9 0 


Mayo 

Monaghan - 


Ballinrobe 
Carrickmacross - 


24 12 2\ 




Castleblaney 


28 18 4 


Queen’s Co. 


Abbeyleix 


18 4 8 




Borris-in-Ossorv 


9 6 9 




Stradbally 


12 19 0 


Roscommon 


Athlone - 


15 18 6 




Boyle 


13 7 1 




Castlerea 


21 14 3| 




Strokestown 


20 0 0 


Sligo 


Ballymote 


26 1 8 ■ 


Tipperary - 


Borrisokane 


43 0 10 


Cahir 


53 7 01 




Carrick-on-Suir - 


11 1 11 




Cashel 


112 2 0 




Clogheen - 


13 2 3 




Nenagh - 


217 0 11 




New Birmingham 


33 18 0" 




Newport - 


16 5 9 




Roscrea - 


55 4 6 




Templemore 


82 16 11 




Thurles 


134 7 2 




Tipperary 


90 8 0 


Tyrone 


Clogher 


17 15 7 


Strabane 


20 6 2 


Waterford - 


Dungarvan 


56 13 3 




Lismore - 


15 13 7 


Westmeath 


Moate 


36 11 6 


Wexford - 


Enniscorthy 


14 5 3 




Gorey 


22 1 0 




New Ross 


12 S 41 



Total 

Charge to the 
County. 

£ s. d. 

25 3 li 

148 9 

56 10 0| 
15 9 0 

53 10 6§ 

40 10 5 

70 19 10i 

26 1 8 



862 14 6 

38 1 9 

72 6 10 
3G 11 6 

48 14 n 
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Appendix, No. 2. 

CONTAINING 

THE CRIMINAL RETURNS FOR 1837. 



ANTRIM 

ARMAGH - 

CARLOW 

CAVAN 

CLARE 

CORK 

City - 
DONEGAL 
DOWN 
DUBLIN 

City 

FERMANAGH - 
GALWAY - 



INDEX TO THE COUNTIES. 



Pages 
68, 69 
70, 71 
72, 73 
74, 75 
76, 77 
78, 79 
80, 81 
82, 83 
84, 85 
86, 87 
88, 89 
90, 91 
92, 93 



GALWAY Town - - 94, 95 

KERRY - - 96, 97 

KILDARE (Athy& Naas) 98,101 
KILKENNY - - 102, 103 



City - 104, 105 

KING’S COUNTY - 106, 107 
LEITRIM - - 108, 109 

LIMERICK - - 110, 111 

City - 112, 113 

LONDONDERRY - 114,115 
LONGFORD - - 116, 117 

LOUTH - - - 118, 119 

DROGHEDA - 120, 121 



Pages 

MAYO ... 122,123 
MEATII - - 124, 125 

MONAGHAN - - 126,127 

QUEEN’S COUNTY - 128, 129 
ROSCOMMON - -130, 131 

SLIGO - - - 132, 1S3 

TIPPERARY - - 134, 135 

TYRONE - - 136, 137 

WATERFORD - 138, 139 

City - 140, 141 

WESTMEATH - 142, 143 
WICKLOW - - 144, 145 

WEXFORD - - 146tol48 
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Explanation of the following Tables - - - - - - - p. 66 

Table showing the General Abstract of Crime - - - - - p. 67 

COUNTY RETURNS. 

Tables showing in each County the Total Number of Persons committed for Trial, or Bailed, 
and the Result of the Proceedings ; and also their Age, Sex, and State of Instruction when 
committed ... ...... pp. 152 , 153 



GENERAL TABLES. 

Table showing the Total Number of Persons committed for Trial or Bailed, charged with each 
Description of Offences, and the Result of the Proceedings - - ' P- 150 

Table showing the Age and Sex, and State of Instruction, of the Total Number of Persons 
committed for Trial or Bailed, charged with each Description of Offences - - P- 151 

Table showing in each County the Total Number of Persons committed for Trial or Bailed, and 
the Result of the Proceedings « - - - - -- -p. 152 

Table showing in each County the Age, Sex, and State of Instruction of the Total Number ot 
Persons committed for Trial or Bailed - - - - - " P* 153 

Table showing in each County the Total Number of Persons committed for Trial or Bailed, 
charged with each Description of Offence - - PP' 154* 155 
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EXPLANATION OF THE FOLLOWING TABLES. 



In the past Years the Criminal Lists returned by the several Counties in Ireland included the 
Common Assaults, and other Cases tried before Magistrates, while the English Criminal Lists 
were confined to Assizes and Quarter Sessions. This Difference having occasioned an unfair 
View of the comparative Amount of Crime, the following Tables are made up in each County 
on the same Principle as those in England. Prefixed to the Tables is given an Abstract of 
Crime. 

Column 1. Contains the Assizes and Quarter Sessions Cases ; this Column corresponds with the 
County Returns, and is to be brought into Comparison with the English Criminal 
Lists for 1837. 

Column 2. Contains the Amount of Common Assaults, and other Cases tried before Magistrates. 
Column 3. Contains the Total of Columns 1. and 2. This Column, containing a Gross Total of 
24-, 4-53, is to be brought into Comparison with the Irish Return of 1836, containing 
a Total of 23,891, and also with the Irish Returns of preceding Years. 

Column 4-. Contains the Committals for being drunk, under the 6 & 7 W. 4. c. 38. 

JAMES PALMER, '(inspectors General 
B. B. WOODWARD,/ of Prisons. 



N.B . — The Returns made by the Clerks of Crown and Peace to the Local Inspectors of Gaols 
only include the Cases brought to Trial, pursuant to 7 G.4. c. 74. s. 67. There are however 
numerous Cases added in their Returns to Government of Persons Bailed and never brought to 
Trial. 
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ABSTRACT or CRIME in IRELAND. 



COUNTIES. 


1. 

Amount of Criminals, 
Assizes and 
Quarter Sessions. 


2. 

Potty Sessions and 
Cases brought before 
Magistrates. 


3. 

Total of Columns 


4. 

Number committed 
for Diunkenness 
under 6 & 7 IV. 4. c. 38. 


ANTRIM - - 


653 


116 


769 


30 


ARMAGH --- 


258 


122 


3S0 


188 


CARLOW 


307 


183 


490 


740 


CAVAN - - 


263 


162 


425 


114 


CLARE - - 


235 


659 


894 


274 


CORK - ... 


581 


102 


683 


6 


City - 


562 


211 


773 


33 


DONEGAL - 


237 


137 


374 


33 


DOWN 


38S 


125 


513 


114 


DUBLIN 


405 


394 


799 


128 


■ City - - - 


2,799 


* 


2,799 


1,194 


FERMANAGH - 


435 


92 


527 


89 


GALWAY 


307 


545 


852 


78 


Town - 


147 


798 


945 


_ 


KERRY 


332 


200 


532 


104 


KILDARE (Athy and Naas) - 


257 


147 


404 


270 


KILKENNY 


218 


144 


362 


146 


— - City 


77 


125 


202 


'458 


KING’S COUNTY 


277 


304 


581 


268 


LEITRIM 


176 


96 


272 


35 


LIMERICK 


300 


336 


636 


85 


City 


379 


339 


718 


644 


LONDONDERRY 


192 


178 


370 


78 


LONGFORD 


141 


448 


589 


190 


LOUTH 


90 


172 


262 


150 


DROGHEDA 


67 


19 


86 


116 


MAYO 


947 


626 


1,573 


362 


MEATH - ... 


269 


181 


450 


296 


MONAGHAN 


299 


209 


508 


54 


QUEEN’S COUNTY 


301 


418 


719 


365 


ROSCOMMON 


369 


166 


535 


— 


SLIGO 


154 


262 


416 


25 


TIPPERARY 


965 


377 


1,342 


767 


TYRONE 


210 


107 


317 


85 


WATERFORD 


509 


111 


620 


— 


City 


141 


209 


350 


591 


WESTMEATH - - - 


242 


533 


775 


267 


WEXFORD 


184 


203 


387 


392 


WICKLOW 


131 


93 


■ 224 


- 




14,804 


9,649 


24,453 


8,769 



* The Cases tried >t Petty Sessions in the several Counties are principally included in Column 1. in the City 
of Dublin. The Cases for Bail, 8tc. sent from the Justices of Police have never been included ; the 
entire Amount in the Year 1837 is 1,789. 
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TABLE shewing the NUMBER of PERSONS COMMITTED for TRIAL or BAILED, and the Result of the Proceedings. 

INSANE ACQUITTED EXECUTION OpTI^I 
CONVICTED. aSk DISCHARGED. « C0M M g?!ff o ^" 

o rerommended h» ih. i 

g rf TRANSPORT A- S . 8., » . d 

OFFENCES. || Wliij^i^Finc^ . § || 1 1 § I | . I | . C0M> "‘ T *«a!t 



g° i § t * \ j I l“i“ s si" ■/. \ h ! , ^ ii is il il 



scarS" of Women quick with Ch' l | 
ot quick with Child 



SsSSSsasa 



cc Officers in the Execution of Duty 




Larceny, to the Value of £H, in Dwelling Houses • 



Larceny, simple - - 

Stealing from Vessels in Port, or in River, Ac. 
■j Plundering Wrecked Sldps, Sc. 



Stealing Fixtures, Trees, Shrubs growing, Ac. 



: Misdemeanors, with intent to 6leal 
I Embezzlement - . _ ! 

Stealing Letters from General Post Office, by Servants 




F< ^t'?or^ie^an^r f 5l^^r!^t n or 



> a Having in Possession forged Bank Notes 
ts Counterfeiting the current Gold and Silver Coin - 
’s Having m Possession Implements for coming 
1 

^Cop^r'&r^ “? "*"!} 



ss-Sessir'. 



ifcf!:- 



Un^SlW Ua^fnt Per'son? 0 ' 0 Dcnomi "at!°n 5 I 
L Misdemeanors, not included in above Denominations 



GRAND TOTAL 



CRIMINAL RETURNS. (Count* 



TABLE shewing the AGE and SEX of PERSONS COMMITTED for TRI 

I TOTAL l.l I 1 I 
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CRIMINAL RETURNS. (County of Clare.) 



TABLE shewing the AGE and SEX of PERSONS COMMITTED for TRIAL or BAILED. 





CRIMINAL RETURNS. (County of Cork.) 



TABLE shewing the AGE and SEX of PERSONS COMMITTED for TRIAL or BAILED. 
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CRIMINAL RETURNS. (Countv of the City of ( 

TABLE shewing the AGE and SEX of PERSONS COMMITTED for TRIAL or BAILED. 

| NUMBER | AgeJ | Ased | Asci1 | Aecd | A S od | A S etl | Aeod | 






GRAND TOTAL 





CRIMINAL RETURNS. (Coraiv op Fl.raiSiOR.) 


8 


AGE and SEX of PERSONS COMMITTED for TRIAL or BAILED. 


STATE of INSTRUCTION 
when committed. 


I TOTAL 1 1 1 Aced 1 Agcd I Aged 1 Agea 1 Aged 1 Aged 1 A „ c 


Read I h llher Ltructio, 
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EXECUTION OF CAPIT. 

°~J8BSS 

ecommcndcd by the Jujg 






APPENDIX TO SIXTEENTH REPORT OF INSPECTORS GENERAL, 




appendix to sixteenth report of inspectors general. 

TABLE shewing the NUMBER of PERSONS COMMITTED for TRIAL or BAILED, and the Result of the Proceedings. 

_ j j IlNSANnJ ACUUITTRD I EXECUTION OPCA 



I j is ¥ ii i| | || il j Mm 1 I L- I h I h 1 1 

1 1 SlllilliMN s bli l ilill llifel Si 



id 12 Years * - - - -} 



fS 



Larceny, from Shop - - 2 

Larceny, to the Value of £S, in Dwelling Houses - -1 

Larceny, from the Person - - -5 

Larceny, by Servants - - - ■! 



1 Embezzlement .... 
Stealing Letters from General Post Office, by Sen 
I Receiving Stolen Goods ... 
LFrauds and Attempts to defraud - 




Having in Possession Implements for coining I i 
?m yi !M r0C >‘ r, ’ & £" tt ' blfcountcrPGold & SilverCnlu 
> Utrart& haying m tosses," counterfifiold &SllverColn . 

oB i and u . ttcrin ?} • 



Assaulting and obstructing Revenue Officers" 
Offences connected with illicit Distillation 

ssr? ; 

Prison-breaking, harbouring & aiding Escape of Felom 



*' elon >“. not included in the above Denominations - 



Number of Persons committed within the Year for Drunkenness, under the Act 6 & 7 \Y. 4, c. 38, . 1 



Tried at Petty Sessions and before Magistrates 
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TABLE shewing the NUMBER of PERSONS COMMITTED for TRIAL or BAILED, and the Result of the Proceedings. j I j" 



OFFENCES. 


* 


CONVICTED. 


INSANE 


ACQUITTED 

DISCHARGED. 


EXECUTION 

aa^COJUlWAT 








Wh'lffi 


soil 
Ig, 1 


iaS 


5 

f 


1 


as 

4 

a 


1 . 
&§ 
£ i 


i 


ll 

|l 


ll 

u 

13 




I 

1 


4 

g 


J 

s 


couao 




1 


5 


1 

a 


1 


!" 

51 

h 


¥ 

IS 


11 

K 

-! 


11 

b 

si 


Is 

n 


fell 


iiiiili 


| 

£ 

1 

& 

I 

£ 

i 

8 


["Murder - - - - - 

Shooting at. Stabbing, Administering Poison, &c. ( 

l3^°SF murd ." 4 4 : 


„ 


■ 


- 


- 








- 




- 


- 




: 


- 


- 


> 


; 


- 


• 


‘ 


10 


* 




7444: 


j 


: 


z 


Z 






: 


z 


7 


7 


T 


z 


E 


7 


z 


7 


z 


z 


z 


7 


7 


: 




z : 




^tt^Do'^t^V^men n^qu"ick A^U^Ciiild ^- d 


- 


- 


- 


- 










- 


- 


- 


- 




- 


- 








- 








Concealing Birth of Infants - - 


j 


: 


z 


z 






z 


; 


: 


j 


z 




z 


I 




; 


; 


; 


z 


l 








; : 




CamaU aw«»l*!M»bu«c B - 

Assault. with intent to carnally abuse Girls between 1 
the Age of 10 and 12 Years - , -J 


1 


- 


z 


z 






z 


z 


z 


z 


: 




: 


= 


: 


: 


z 


= 


7 


- 


? 


: 


z 








- 


- 


- 


' 










- 


2 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 




: 


- 






Child Stealing .... 

Assaults ..... 

. Do. on Peace Officers in the Execution of Duty 
Total or No. 1. 


08 


: 


1 


z 


: 


E 




E 


i 


j 


i 




: 


i 


: 


i 


4 


4 


— 


4- 


1 i 


-Z 


] 
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_! 








_1 








J! 


GO 




_ 












Burglary 


2 


- 


z 


= 


z 


z 




: 




: 


z 


z 


z 


z 


z 




Z 


z 


z 


7 


7 


z 


z 




: z : : 


Breaks within tiro Curtilage of Dwells Houses, A Steal 
Breaking into Shops, Warehouses, and Counting- ) 
_ Jiouses, and Stealing - - - -j 


























- 


- 


- 






- 


- 


- 




- 


- 


- 


- 








- 


- 


- 






- 


- - 




Robbery ... - 

Assaults, with intent to rob, and demanding Pro- 1 

_ party with Menaces - _ - - - - ) 


3 


i 


I 


■ 


- 


I 
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- 




' 


- 


I 


I 


- 


1 


- 


■ 


2 


- 




- 


J, 


’ - 




Sending menacing Letters to extort Money 
.Taking and holding Forcible Possession - 

Total of No. 2. 


l7 


: 


z 
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: 
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: 


7 


5 


: 


: 
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z 


z 


7 
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7 
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z 
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Horse Stealing 
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Larceny, j» Ui^vXc ofTgS, in Dwelling Houles I 
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Plumlcring Wrecked Ships, Ac/ " - - - 
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Setting lire to Crops, Plantations. Heath, Ac. 
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Riot, and feloniously demol'i^Bu^ 
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Destroying Ho^-bln&Treraand Shrubs growing, Ac. 
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; 


: 


: 


: 


■■ 








- 
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Sending Letters threatening to bum Houses, Ac. - 


- 
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Forgery of Stamps . . ... 

Uttering forged Stamps .... 

Forgery of Bank Notes and uttering 
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